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To THE 


- INFINITE AND EVERLASTING 


odr OF WHOM, THROUGH WHOM, AND TO non 
7 x. ARE ALL THINGS, | 


; WHO IS CALLED | : 
GOD THE FATHER, SON, 
an 
HOLY GHOST, 
THIS SIMPLE WITNESS OF TRUTH, 
BORNE OF HIM, : 
Is, in filial Love and Humility, 
Didicated a 


(Moſt mercifully and powerfully to bleſs it for the - } 
End it is intended, and to defend it againſt he 
Devil and his whole Hoſt of evil Angels and Men, 
whoſe Intereſt it is that the Everlaſting Lovs 
ſhould not have the ſole Dominion over the whole 
Creation, and come to be ALL IN ALL) 
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THE EDITOR's PREFACE. 


HIS little book which I now ſend abroad in this 
country, was originally written in the German 
language in the beginning of the preſent century, and 


tranſlated into Engliſh, and printed in Pennſylvania 
in the year 1753. 1 am well acquainted with the 


good man at whoſe inſtance and expence it was tranſ- 
lated and printed. He has lived to ſee the little ſpark © 
riſe into a flame, and the ſmall ſeed into a large tree, 
and may he- ſtill live many years, until this glorious be 
ſyſtem, ſo grand, ſo worthy of a God ſhall have 5 | 


vailed to bring all the different ſects of Chriſtiang to 


be of the ſame ſpirit, mind and judgment. Then ſhall 2 
the glorious prophecy of Iſaiah be fulfilled, Thx 
« watchmen ſhall lift up the voice, with the voice to- 


«© gether ſhall they ſing; for they ſhall ſee eye to eye 
„when the Lonp ſhall bring again Zion.” Chap. 


Iii. 8. and alſo that part of our bleſſed Saviours 


prayer, That they all (who believe on me) may be 


one; as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that 
„they alſo may be one in us; that the world may 
believe that thou haſt ſent me. I in them, and 
<« thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, 
and that the world may know that thou haſt ſent | 


« me.” St. John xvii. 21, 23. 
The diviſions and animoſities among Chriſtians are 


great hinderances to the converſion of the world to 
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' "FORTY hd un i i of _ nd harmony 
of ſentiments take place in a much greater degree 
than ar preſent,” we cannot expect the knowledge of 
the Lord to fill the earth as the waters cover the ſea. 
But that ſuch a glorious event ſhall take place before, 
the conflagration is to me as plain as expreſs prophe- _ 
cies can make it, and may the Lord haſten it in bir | 
time 2 | ” . 
The ſyſtem held out in the following pages appears 
to me the only one that in the leaſt bids fair to unite. 
the two great bodies of Chriſtians, that have ſo leng 
and ſo bitterly oppoſed each other, viz. thoſe W909 
aſſert that Chriſt died for all, and yet that there chall 
be but few, comparatively, that ſhall finally derive 
any Gviag, benefit cherefrom; and thoſe who aſſert 
that all for whom the Saviour died all indeed. be | 
ſaved, but that he died only fora few. For ir ſeems 2 
highly improbable that either of theſe ſects ſhould, 
ever ſo far change their ground, as to: go over to the 
opinions of che other; ſinee one party charges the 
tenets of the other with want of benevolence, and the 
other as ſucceſsfully returns the charge by repreſent- 
ing their antagoniſts as entertaining diſhonourable., 
thoughts of the wiſdom and power of the Deity. bs 
Therefore if a recongiliation takes place between them, 
it muſt be on ſome middle ground where both may 
meet without giving up their favourite opinions; and 
this appears to me to be no other but the ſyſtem of, 
the Univerſal N eſtoration; and whenever it ſhall uni- 
verſally prevail it will bring this moſt deſirable event. 


to Paſs. 
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This bock I eſteem as valuable on COPE accounts; 
F irſt, it was written at a time when. this fyſtem was 
but little known, having been in a great meaſure loſt 
during the long night of popiſſi darkneſs, which over- 
ſpread the Chriſtian world for ſo many ages. This 
little book was at firſt like a light tfhining in a dark 
place; Bot $6 the day is broke, and the light ſhines 
in a moſt glorious manner. 
| Secbfidly, The author throughout the whole writes 
| like & fincere Chriſtian, appears to have the mot glo- 

rious ideas of God, of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of the 
divine perfections: of the Deity, and of the way of 
Salvation; and he conſtantly appeals to the ſacred 
Scripritfes for rhe proof of what he writes. And he 
appears to me as one that had a very ſerious regard 
to truth, and to the general welfare of mann ig; und 
while he holds forth the glorious file i of wt R6(62 
ration for the comfort of the fearful; He Tpealts fe 
4' manner of the terrors of the Lard; and thecpaniſh- 
ments of the future ſtare, as is ſulicient to alarm the 
conſciences of the careleſs and ſecure. SHE 
Thirdly, It was the firſt book that ever I wary whichs 
treated upon the ſubject of the Univerſal Reſtoration, 
and it was by reading a little cherein that I firſt began 
to turn my thoughts and attention to the ſyſtem? 
which 1 now hold forth. Indeed the arguments preſ- 
ſed upon my mind in fuch a manner, that I could not 
get rid of them; and though I ſtrove long againſt 
them, yet they conquered me 1n about three years. 
I think it was in the ycar 1778 that J firſt ſaw this 
book 
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book, and the firſt piece I publiſhed upon the ſubject 
was a ſermon delivered April 22d, 1781, to which I 


added a lift of the paſſages of the Scripture which I 


judged to be moſt in favour of the Reſtoration, and 


anſwers to the principal NN WEL moſt commonly 


brought againſt it. 

J cannot help therefore having a great regard for 
this work, as it proved the firſt mean of my convic- 
tion, and at length brought me to embrace this moſt 
glorious and univerſal plan of falvation through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, 

As ſome of my friends in this country have read 
and greatly admired this book, and others who have 


only ſeen a part of it quoted in my Lectures have ex- 
preſſed their wiſhes to have the whole, I have in com- 
pliance with their earneſt requeſts undertaken to re- 
publiſh it, and hope it may be bleſt to the comfort. 


and falvation of many ſouls. 


I have in ſome places corrected the language a 


little, and have made a few ſmall alterations, but in 


general have followed my author exactly, as he never 
appears to me to vary from what IT judge to be the 


truth of the goſpel. 


May the bleſſing of heaven attend this publication 


to all who read it, is the earneſt defire of one who 
takes pleaſure to ſubſcribe himſelf a friend to the 


whole human race. 


ELHANAN WINCHESTER, 


bt 
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T. 

OD, who' will not that any one periſh, but that 
every one turn to repentance, always uſed this 
method, that, before he viſited the wor!d, or certain 
nations, with his judgments, he firſt poured out upon 
them all the riches of his long- ſuffering, love, good- 
neſs, and mercy, in ſuch a meaſure as is allotted to 
every age, to try thereby, as it were, to his utmoſt, 
whether ſome might be perſuaded to forſake their 
ſinful ways, and to be ſaved from the deſtructia | 
othermlc waiting for them. 
Thus he gave divers preachers of righteouſneſs 

to pO antediluvian world, and waited full an hun- 
dred and twenty years for their repentance. Before 
God executed the judgment of the Afrian and Baby- 


BELOVED READER, 


Ionian captivity upon his people of {/rae!, he did not. ; 


only firſt beſtow upon them all manner of bodily 
good, but alſo ſent them many of his faithful ſervants * 
and prophets, who delivered unto them many excel- 
lent prophecies concerning the Reforer of all Things, 
the Lord Meſſiah. Yea, before he paſſed the next 
by far more dreadful judgment upon this nation, he 
firſt ſent them even his only and moſt beloved Son, 


: diſcloſing unto them by him molt perfectly his infinite 
love 
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{ove towards all his creatures; which alſo afterwards he 
did by his holy apoſtles. 

3. Now, fince verily the future great and terrible 
day is nigh at hand, wherein the anger of the hitherto 
ſo patient LAMB is to be kindled againſt the preſent 
antichriſtian world, Rev. vi. 16, 17. what wonder, 
then, that God, who willeth not the death of a ſinner, 
is opening at this time all the treaſures of his everlaſt- 
ing love towards all his creatures? His deſign in ſo 
doing is, with reſpect to the wicked, to try his utmoſt, 
and to ſee whether by theſe means he may bring ſome 
of them to repentance, ſo that they may begin to love 
again that God who with his eternal love and mercy 
ſo tenderly loves them, and thus eſcape the future 
terrible judgment, and be able to ſtand before the 
Son of man. But as to the little flock of his faithful, 
er the bride af Jeſus, which is on her pilgrimage in 
the church militant here on earth, he is leading them 
now upon Mount Tabor, there to let them fee their 
future transfiguration, yea, the abyſs of his perfect 
love, thereby powerfully to ſtrengthen them againſt 
their approaching ſufferings, becauſe they will ſoon 
be led with their bridegroom to Mount Golgotha, 
there to be crucified with him. For, verily, the per- 
fect deliverance of the children of God will not come 
till they have been firſt put to the teſt in Laodicea, and 
the empire of darkneſs has exerciſed its moſt extreme 

fury on them. 
4. Now, for the above mentioned purpoſe it is 
that this ſimple teſtimony of the ever laſting and endleſs 
love 
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Juve of GOD towards all his creatures, is recorded in 
this preſent little book. If thou, beloved Reader, 
makeft proper uſe of it (to the end whereof I wiſh 
thee the n ceſſary light of the Holy Spirit) thou wilt 
reap abundance of benefit from it in time and eter- 

nity, and not know how to thank God, the infinite 
love, enough for it. 

5. But if thou turneſt into laſciviouſneſs, that 
which is declared unto thee in order to bring thee to 
| repentance and true amendment of life, and if thou 

doſt pervert it to fortify thyſelf in thy carnal ſecurity, 
then will, O man, thy doom be juſt in the day of 
judgment, nay, even in this world; may thy outward 
ſtate and condition here be whatſoever it will, Empe-- 
ror, King, Prince, Count, Baron, Gentleman, Citizen 
or Peaſant, rich or poor, learned or unlearned. I and 
all che children of Love, who by the enlivening 


knowledge of the everlaſting love of God, which is 


repreſented unto thee in this Treatiſe, quite plain 
and without obſcure enigmatical or proverbial fay-'; 
ings, we, I ſay, who are not made careleſs by ſuck: 
love of God, but daily more and more ſanctified and 
mightily encouraged for our {piritual combat againſt» 
the devil, world, fin, hell, and death, we gall affift in 
condemning thee. Vea, this little books which now 
is given thee as a mean of life, ſhall then becemie ti 
death, a worm which will gnaw thee day and night, 
an unextinguiſhable fire. The Lord preſerve thee: : 
from it, if thou defireſt to be preſerved, 


6. If 
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6. If any one ſhould undertake raſhly to contra- 


dict the eternal truth ſet forth in this Treatiſe, or to 
write againſt it, he may do it at his peril; but then 1 


would have him to know, that the empty vapours of 


4 
oy 


* 


the gloſſes of his reaſon will never be able to obſcure 


the bright ſun- beams of ſo many clear teſtimonies of 
the holy Scripture, which treat of the everlaſting love 


of God towards all his creatures; (eſpecially as they 


are exhibited in the XIIth Chapter of this Treatiſe)” 


and that I count him too feeble and unable to thruſt 


that God from his throne, who is everlaſting love to- 


wards all his creatures, and to enthrone a ſtrange God, 


who is to be worſhipped as e fury t towards moſt 


of his creatures. 


7. And if any body ſhall go ſo far as to calumni- 


ate this teſtimony of eternal truth, and to perſecute 


my perſon, as much as lies in his power, he muſt 


know, that Iwill not be revenged on him in any 


other way than by offering him up day and night to 
the endleſs and tender love of God, together with all 
the reſt of corrupt creatures, being priſoners in the 


center of wrath, to the end that they may every one 
of them, by Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of eternal Love, be 
brought back again into the center of eternal love, from 
whence they are fallen, and thus enjoy for ever and 
ever, that God who 1s nothing elſe but love! Tea, 


Amen! ſo be it, Lord Jeſus, thou eternal and univer- 


ſal Saviour, Amen! 


CHAPTER 


EVERLASTING. GOSPEL, 
&c. &c. 


CHATTER I. 


God, in his Word deſcribes himſelf as the ever laſing 


eſſential Love; and the Els . 


ONE can better deſcribe Gop 1 880 God 
himſelf, or the Holy Spirit of God which 

; teſtifies of him in the ſacred Scriptures. © No man 

<« hath ſeen God at any time: the only begotten 


8 © Son, which 1 18 in the boſom of the Father, he hath 
« declared him.” St. John i. 3 


The Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep f 
„ things of God. For what man knoweth the 


things of man, fave the ſpirit of man which is in 


* him? even ſo the things of God knoweth no man, 


but the Spirit of God.” 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. 


2. The Holy Spirit deſcribes God, or the Divine 


Being, thus, that he is 4 Spirit. St. John iv. 24. 
Light, without darkneſs, 1 John i 5. The Father 


: Y lights, fr om whom every good gift, and every perfect 
B | gift 
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gift cometh down, with whom is no variableneſs, neith, 

Shadow of turning, James, i. 179. A conſuming fre. 
| Heb. x11. 29. Deut. iv. 24. 3 
. 3. But all deſcriptions of the Divine Being, that 8 
we find in the holy Scriptures, together with all 
that may be believed, thought, or uttered of God, — 
center in this one word, Lobe: which the Spirit of a 
truth atteſts by St. John, ſaying, He that loveth not, 
„ knowethnot God; for Gop 1s Lovs. And we have 


2418 % known and believed the love that God hath to us. 
yo | © Gop 1s Loves, and he that dwelleth in love, dwel- 


TH . © leth in God, and God in him,” 1 John iv. 8, 16. 
HY Ik God i n Lovx eſſentially, and ſo that God 
and Love js one and the ſame thing, it undeniably 
follows, chat whatſoever God doth, (though in our 
eyes it ſhould appear to be the moſt terrible affair) 
FHP proceeds from Love, becauſe God, who does it, is 
„ Love ſelf: as, on the contrary, whatſoever Satan 
FE doth, let it appear never ſo good and uſeful, pro- 
. ceeds from hatred againft God and his creatures. = 
5. All works, that are not works of Love, in their 
very principle, or ſpring from it as their center, are 
not the works of God, becauſe God, as the eſſential, 
everlaſting unchangeable Love, can do no other but 
works of Love. As the tree is, fo are its fruits. | 
St. Matt. vii. 16, 17, 18. xii. 33. | 
6. All creatures conſidered i in themſelves, without 
their coherent corruption, are productions of the 


5 eternal Love of . 
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« For of him, and through him, and to him, are 
<« all things.” Rom. xi. 36. Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power: 
« for thou haſt created all things, and for thy plea- 
« ſure they are, and were created.” Rev. iv. 11. 

Therefore, ſince God cannot hate himſelf, he can- 
not hate his creatures, or that i in them which his 
hands have made. For thou loveſt all the things 


8 that are, and abhorreſt nothing which thou haſt 
0 made: for never wouldſt thou have made any 


« thing if thou hadſt hated ir.” Wiſ. xi. 20. 
7. So that all whatſoever Gov, who is Love, doth 
and purpoſeth with his creatures, as noble produc- 


tions of his Love, both ih this and in the future 
ages, muſt proceed from Love, and thus with reſpect 
to the creatures, all the purpoſes of God muſt have 


ſomething good and falutary for their ultimate fend. 
„For the Lord will not caſt off for ever. But 


«though he cauſe grief, yet will he have compaſſion 


according to the multitude of his mercies. For 


he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 


« dren of men.” Lam. ili. 31, 32, 33. 
8. Now, as it is the Love of God that a 


the creatures, that through Chriſt redeemeth 


them from fin and the curſe, that ſanctifieth and 


purgeth them from all diforder, that protects and 


preſerves them, and beſtows all manner of good 
upon them; even ſo it is the ſame Love which pu- 
nitheth the creatures when they are found in rebel- 


lion againſt their Maker, and do not continue in 
B 2 | the 
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that order in which he firſt created them. * As many 
„ as I love 1 rebuke and chaſten: be zealous there- 
fore and repent.” Rev. 111. 19. Hence all puniſſi- 
ments wherewith God viſits his creatures, as far as 


they come from him, and are conſidered according to 


their firſt principle, are works of Divine Love. 


9. If all puniſhments determined by God for 1 
creatures, be they never ſo dreadful, are (when conſi- 


dere according to their inmoſt center and principle) 
works of divine Love, it neceſſarily follows from hence, 


that even the moſt dreadful puniſhments which God, 


in the age or ages to come, will inflift on bad angels 


and men, as far as they proceed from him, are 


grounded on no other principle than that of Love; 
ſince God, who condemneth and ſentenceth the cor- 


Tupt Creatures to {uch puniſhments, is the eſſential, 


everlaſting, and unchangeable Love, and nothing 


elſe but pure Love, and will remain ſuch unto all 
endleſs eternities, and therefore, all, whatſoever comes 


from him, muſt proceed from. Love. If ſuch pu- 


niſhments, on God's ſide, had any other ground but 
Love, then would that God, who puniſheth his crea- 
tures from ſuch a ground, be no God; becauſe the 
true and only God, beſides whom none other is to be 
found, is nothing elſe but pure Love, and who 
therefore can do nothing elſe but what ſprings from 
the center of Love, and returns into the ſame. 

« Thus faith the Lord, the King of Iſrael, and his 
% Redeemer the Lord of Hoſts, I am the firſt, and I 


4 am the laſt, and beſides me chere is no God.“ Iſai. 
„„ 


i „ 
xliv. 6. And this God, belides w hom there is no 
other, is Love. 1 John iv. 8, 16. 

10. Hence it follows, without 0 8 n : 
not one of thoſe puniſhments which God has deter- 
mined for the depraved creatures, can be intended for 
the never ceaſing, and endleſs perdition and torment 
of thoſe intelligences, that had their origin from the. 
unchangeable Love of God ; but they muſt .needs 
aim at, and be. deſigned for their final preſervation, 
melioration, and reſtoration, let them laſt as long as 
they will: becauſe the deepeſt ground of all puniſh- 
ments determined by God, for the creatures, ſo far 
as they are his doing, is his infinite and unchange- 
able Love. And it is impoſſible that Love ſhould, 
without end, plague and torment that which it loves, 
| hut by all pains and torments, ſeeks, and can ſeek, 

nothing elſe but the amendment of its beloved ob- 
ject. For Love. thinketh no evil; 1 Cor. X111. 5. much, 
Jeſs does evil, or deſigns to do it, 


CHAPTES |. 
F hat the. Wrath of God is, and his Fuſtice in puniſhing. | 


1. AS the whole Divine Being is pure Love, fo are 
| likewiſe all the attributes of God; as for inſtance, 
his Wiſdom, Omnipotence, Holineſs, Mercy, Truth, 
&c. at the bottom nothing elſe but Love. If 


wy thing could be ſaid of God, which 1s not. 
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| 1 grounded upon Love, or is contrary to it, God 
| 5 doduld have ſomething in himſelf, which would make 
18 him to be no God, becauſe the true and only God is 
| N entirely an ocean of Love. 
| N 2. From hence may be eaſily conceived what 
it! God's wrath is, and his juſtice in puniſhing, of 
1 which the holy Scriptures, both in the Old and New 
} 1E Teſtament, make mention ſo frequently: Namely, 
| | | ſuch wrath and puniſhing juſtice of God, is, as all 
ij other Divine attributes, nothing elſe but his eſſential 
if j Love, which, as it ſhews itſelf pure with the pure, 


2 Sam. xxii. 26, 27. that is, deals moſt kindly, lov- 
1 ingly, and bountifully with thoſe creatures who 
Att ſtand in their right order, in true humility and ſub- 
jection to God: ſo with the froward it will ſhew itſelf 
froward, or unſavory, Plalm xviii. 25, 26. That is, 
with the perverſe, rebellious, and proud creatures, 
who do not ſtand in that true order wherein God 
TEK would have them, but are diſobedient, and will not 
1 Wo be ſubje& unto him, with ſuch it will deal hardly, 
10 and as it were act perverſely with them; for God 
reſiſteth the proud,” 1 Peter v. 5, and he will 
torment them by all manner of bodily and ſpiritual 
plagues, both in this, and the next age, until they 
ſhall be ſubdued, and ſhall acknowledge their of- 
+» he fences, humbling themſelves with their whole heart, 
1 before the righteous God, and in ſo doing ſhall be 
1 made partakers of the ſweet effluence of his infinite 
and everlaſting mercy and Love. 


0 80 


T0 


So God 1s terrible, both in this and the other 
world, for this end only, that at the laſt he may 
be gracious and merciful to thoſe to whom he has 
been terrible. In ſhort, God, when he is angry, 
doth a ftrange work, both in this and the next age, to 
the end that afterwards he may do his profer WET RS, 
which are thoſe of Love, grace and mercy. 

For I will not contend for ever, neither will I 
be always wroth, for the {pirit ſhould fail before 
« me, and the ſouls which 1 have made.” Iſai. 
Ivii. 16. | 

He will not l chide; neither will he keep 
his anger for ever.” Pal. ciii. 9. 

« For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, 
tc that he might have mercy upon all.” Rom. xi. 32. 

See alſo Deut. xxviii. from verſe 15 to the end, 
compared with Chap. xxx. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. &c. com- 
pared with Lev. xxvi. ver. 14 45. 

3. God always continues the ſame towards all 
his creatures, and his nature, which is Love, is un- 
changeable, therefore all-the anger of God, both in 
this world and that which is to come, hath only 
Love for the foundation of its working; yea, it is in 
reality nothing elſe but his eſſential and ever abiding 
Love, which muſt compel thoſe creatures by terrible 
judgments to obey him, that will not be brought to 
it by fair and gentle means, nevertheleſs ſo, that the 
obedience to which they are brought in ſuch a dread- 
ful manner, doth not remain forced : which is ro be 


concluded from this, that the whole creation ſhall at 
B4 . laſt 
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laſt bene God, ſee Rev. v. 13, compared with 
Pfal. cl. 6. And the reaſon for it will indiſputably 


be, becauſe that all ſhall 24% and ſee that the Lord is 


good, and that it is well with thoſe that obey him. 
. 

4. Hence it clearly appears, that it is impoſſible, 
that the wrath of God, and his Juſtice in puniſhing, 
(ſince they have nothing elſe but the effential Love 
of God, for their deepeſt principle,) ſhould be de- 
ſigned for, and tend towards the endleſs perdition of 
thoſe. creatures that were produced from God's 
everlaſting Love, and which God, as ſuch, can no 
more hate than he can hate himſelf ; but that God 
in all theſe puniſhments, can have no other final 
view than the rooting out of fin, and the mingling 
and reſtoration of the corrupt creatures. _ 


Is 


5. And in ſuch : a ſenſe it is that God is called in TY 
the holy Scriptures a conſuming fire, not as if he in- 


tended entirely to conſume his creatures, or to 
plague and torment them without end; but becauſe 
he will conſume the evil in and about his creatures, 
which by their wilful turning away from God, they 
have brought upon themſelves, and mixed with 
their being, and which he will at laſt extirpate 
out of his whole Creation, and every individual crea- 


ture, and annihilate it: which certainly cannot be done 


without great pain to the corrupt creatures, whoſe 
whole will is fo coherent with the evil. The whole 
Creation ſhall be delivered from the bondage of 


corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 


« of God.” Rom. vili. 21, 
64 Then 


G Lo 
cc Then ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying, that 
e is written, Death is ſwallowed up in victory. O 
< death, where is thy ſting? O grave, or hell, where 
« is thy victory? The ſting of death is ſin:“ 1 Cor. 
XV. 54, $5, 56. Death the laſt enemy ſhall be 
« deſtroyed:” ver. 26. 1 55 
« Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
« ſin of the world.” St. John i. 29. where I would 
have you conſider in the original, the force of the 
expreſſion. Sin of the world, and the word Zake or 
Bear away, which properly ſignifies, Jo make that ſomes 
bing which now exiſts, to be hereafrer no more. Such 
a Saviour and Redeemer we have in the perſon of 
Chriſt, who will take away the ſin of the world; that 
is, he will by the power of his moſt precious blood, 
| ſhed for the fins of the whole world, bring things at 
laſt to ſuch a paſs, that no fin at all, and conſequently, 
not the leaſt evil will be any more found in the world, 
or in the creatures of God, but be totally deſtroyed 
and ſwallowed up in victory, together with the wages 
of the firſt and ſecond death, depending thereon,  * 


* 


CHAPTER MM 


Every thing that God willeth, muſt abſolutely be fulfilled 
at laſt; and what is to be concluded therefrom. 


1. Every divine will, let it be conditional or ab ſolule, 
is in great earneſt, and of almighty power, and muſt 
| e therefore 
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therefore infallibly and actually be fulfilled at one 
time or another, be it never ſo long delayed. 


„ Whatſoever the Lord pleaſed, that did he in 
* heaven, and in earth, in the ſeas, and all deep 


r Pſal. cxxxv. 6. 


« And he doeth according to his will in the am 
&* of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: 


„ and none can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, 


« What doeſt thou?“ Dan. iv. 35, He' © worketh 


tal things after the counſel. of his own will.“ 


ir 

2. Now ſince God in his word ſo eatneftly de- 
clares, and hath confirmed the ſame by a moſt ſolemn 
oath, that he hath no pleaſure in the death of him that 
dieth, nor in the death of rhe wicked ; but that the 
wicked turn from bis wayand lius; Ezek. xviii. 23, 32, 
XXX11t. 11. That he is not willing that any ſhould periſh; 
but that call ſhould come to repentance. 2 Pet. ili. 9. 

That he 27% have all men to be ſaved, of reſtored, 


S and to rome unto the knowledge of the trutb. 1 Tim: 
Fi. 4. That at laſt be 2077 make all things new, nothing 


excepted. Rev. xxi. 5. It unavoidably follows, that 
his divine will muft needs be finally accompliſhed 
in reſpect to all, and every one of his creatures, 
whoſe death and deſtruction he willeth not, whom 
he will have to be ſaved, and which he will moke 
new. If at be not done in the preſent time, as indeed 
it is pot but to the ſmalleſt number of the corrupt 
creatures, it muſt neceſſarily be done in the age to 
come, at leaſt before that POR when Chriſt after all 

things, 


| 
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things, ſhall be ſubdued to him, and ſubordinate 
under him, that is reſtored to that true order, in 
which they were created by him in the beginning, 
ſhall deliver up the kingdom to the Father, even 
the whole reſtored creation; to the end that the moſt 
Holy God, who cannot unite himſelf with any thing 
that is impure, may be all in all, and fill all with his 
glory. See 1 Cor. xv. 24- 28. Col. i. 
compared with Gen. i. 31. : 

3. The holy Scripture declares that wicked men 

both can and do oppoſe and reſiſt God; St. Matt. 
XX111. 37. Xxii. 3. St. John v. 40. Acts vii. 51. As 
alſo that no creature can reſiſt the will of God; Rom. 
ix. 19. Dan, iv. 35. Though here ſeems an apparent 
contradiction, yet both theſe poſitions may well con- 
ſiſt together; and here may be ſaid, Di/tinguiſh be- 
Fween the times, and the Scriptures will agree. 

4. The creatures may withſtand the will of chen 
Creator; but this is not to be underſtood . in ſuck. 
manner, as if there was an ability and power in the; 105 2 © 
whereby they might as it were repel and conquer 
power and might of God that works in and pot - 
them, ſo that the ſame could never get its laſt end 
with ſuch rebellious creatures. For it is only with 
God's permiſſion, and as long as he thinks fit that 
the creature is ſuffered to withſtand or refiſt God, for 

reaſons beſt known to him, and to the end that the 
creatures, who will not voluntarily chuſe the ſalvation 
and well-being offered to them, may taſte of the 
bitter fruits of their diſobedience, and on them 
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ſelves learn to know the difference between good and 
evil, which before they would not believe, when God 
in his word did ſet it before their eyes; which, through 
the wiſdom and mercy of God, will at laſt have this 
good effect upon the malicious creatures, that they 
will, as conquered, give themſelves up to their Creator, 
juſtify the pumiſhment of their tranſgreſſions, and 
praiſe the moſt holy juſtice of God manifeſted therein, 
and conſequently humble themſelves before the Su- 
preme Being, who is able to ſubdue all, however 
great, mighty, haughty or malicious they may be; 
and thus by the grace of God, which they will em- 


brace anew after they have ſuffered their puniſhment, 


they ſhall be diveſted of all their obſtinacy. 
Of this only true and certain way for the reſtora- 
tion of all ſtubborn and rebellious creatures, God has 


ſhewed us a very remarkable inſtance in Nebuchad- 


262247, as a pattern of the reſt of obdurate men and 


ures. The confeſſion of this haughty monarch, 
2 2 ecerning the moſt High King of Heaven, after he 
ern the weight of his puniſhing hand, will ever 
83 true. He doeth according to his will in the 


« army of Heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
&« earth: and none can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto 
t him, What doeſt thou? All his works are truth, 
« and his ways judgment, and thoſe that walk in 
« pride he is able to abaſe. Dan. iv. 35, 37. 
- Itz15 therefore clear, that no creature con reſiſt the 
Creator to all endleſs eternity, or as long as Go is 
to remain Gop, but only to a certain period or age, 
be 


5 © (ng) 


be that ſhort or long, 10, 100, 1000, 10,000, 20,000, 
40,000, or more years, yet at laſt it muſt come to an 
end. 

5. For if it was poſſible for the creatures to reſiſt 
their Creator in ſuch a manner as to repel and con- 
quer his Almighty and Divine power, by the power 
of their iniquity, and conſequently without God's 
perfniſſion and the withdrawing of his might, to with- 
ſtand him, and to continue in obſtinacy, bitterneſs, 
_ hatred and enmity againſt him, and what is more, to 
all endleſs eternity, and as long as Gop ſhall exiſt, (as 
has been commonly taught) it would indiſputably 
follow, that the creature, and that which is evil, is as 
ſtrong, or ſtronger than God, and that which 18 
good; or that the will of God is not in earneſt, when 
he with ſo many ſolemn expreſſions declares, that he 
heartily defires the ſalvation of all men; that he is not 
pleaſed with the deſtruction, death, and miſery of his 
creatures ; but rather earneſtly requires, that. they 
ſhould repent and live; and that he will make all: 
things new. But neither can be thought of God 
without the greateſt blaſphemy, as it would entirely 
overthrow the whole Divine Being, make God to be 
no God, but an impotent idol, or an hypocrite; and 
conſequently quite open the way to all a ant 
atheiſtical mockery. 
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It is impoſſible that two contrary things ſhould be: bath s 


wy duration. | Vas 
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1. It is as impoſſible that there ſhould be to * 
endleſs contrary things, as that there ſhould be t WW 


real contrary Deities, a good God, and a bad one, or 


two ſorts, of contrary creatures, both of truly divine 


original, ome being made good by God, and n 


bad. | 
2. For an abſolute and merely infinite. duration, 


which has neither beginning nor end, is, according to 


OTE IE. EE 


the confeſſion of all divines, yea, of every reaſonable 


man, a property peculiar to the unereated Being only. 


But ſuch an infinite duration, which although it has 


a beginning, yet ſhall have no end, can only be the 
property of thoſe creatures that are of divine original. 
For as theſe according to the language of Scripture 
are of divine origin, and therefore are rooted in God, 
or in his almighty creating power, which has no be- 
ginning, they can alſo be everlaſting, their exiſtence 
or duration can alſo be without end in God. For 
in him we live, and move, and have our being, 
For we are alſo his offspring.” Acts xvii. 28. 

But whatſoever has not its eternal root in God, or 
in his eternal creating power, but is ſprung up in the 


creature in this world, by its voluntary turning away 


from God, and againſt his holy will, and conſequently 
| - | " I 


— 


either an impotent God, or one who takes delight in 
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is an abomination and diſpleaſure to the Moſt High, 


and is only ſuffered by him, ſuch gs fin, and the pu- 
niſhment depending thereon, theſe things cannot 
poſſibly be of an abſolutely endleſs exiſtence, and 
duration, or remain fo long as Gop ſhall exiſt; but 


; iſ of neceſſity ceaſe at laſt, and be annihilated. 


For as God is a Being to thoſe creatures which he 
. good, and which exiſt through his will, 


whereby they may ſubſiſt and be preſerved without 
end; ſo he is, on the contrary, to iniquity and fin, 
(which againſt his will is ſprung up in and ſticks to 


the creatures) a conſuming fire, whereby all fin and 
perverſeneſs in the creatures muſt be at laſt conſumed, 


annihilated” and ſeparated from them in the higheſt 
degree, in order to reſtore them to their primitive 


purity; in the ſame manner as fire does not conſume. 
and deſtroy the gald, but only the. droſs and * 
which 1 is a0PvUre:: ti. + 

b 2; Now, all thoſe wha a that the a | 
arid, fin found in fallen Angels and men, together withi 
the puniſhment following it, are of an abſolutely, * 
endleſs exiftence, and will continue ſo long as God 


| exiſts, make fin either a God, or a creature of divine 


original; but how much this reſembles the hereſy 
imputed to the Manichees, is left to their own 
judgment : or they deny that God 1s entirely a con- 


ſuming fire to ſin: becauſe, according to their pre- 


tence, he either cannot or will not deſtroy it in moſt 
of the creatures; and conſequently repreſent him 


fin 
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fih and the puniſhment of it. For what man will 
ſuffer that continually before his eyes which is loath- 
ſome, or an abomination to him, if he has it in his 


power to remove it? Since God, therefore, has ſo 


earneſtly declared in h is word, that all fin is an abo- 
mination unto him, and that he takes no pleaſure in 


the puniſhment of it; yea, that his end, in ſending 


his Son, is utterly to deſtroy ſin and death, and eſſen- 
tially to reſtore an eternal righteouſneſs to all man- 


| kind, who all both ſinned and died in Adam; fo that 


« As by the offence of one, judgment came upon all 
« men to condemnation : even ſo by the righteouſ- 
«. neſs of one, the free gift came upon all men, unto 
juſtification of life.“ Rom. v. 18. It is evident, 
that all thoſe who by their tenets maintain, that God 
will ſuffer fin and the puniſhment of death in and upon 
his creatures to all endleſs eternity, which by his al- 


mighty power he can deſtroy, and hath ſolemnly pro- 
miſed that he will deſtroy, make the moſt true and 


holy God a liar and hypocrite, and contrary to his 
own plain words, accuſe him of taking delight and 
pleaſure in fin and the puniſhment of death depend- 
ing thereon, h 
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CHAPTER v. 


The e Na ature, and that which makes fallen An- 
gels to be Devils, muſt be well diſtinguiſhed from their 
angelical Nature in which they were e and the 
Reſult thei eof. 


Two things are to be conſidered in all fallen and 
corrupted creatures. Fifſt, that nature in which 
God created them in the beginning ; and, ſecondly, 
the degeneracy and fin, which through the creature's 
own fault has intermixed with that nature. 

For inſtance, the ſoul and body, with all their 


powers and faculties, viz, the faculty to underſtand,, 


to will or deſire, to love, to act, to Tee, to hear, to 
ſmell, to feel, to taſte, &c. may be truly called the 
nature of man, in which God created him. But 
what is called fin, vice, and degeneracy, and which 
coheres, and 1s intermixed with the human nature, 


ſince the fall, is this, That man's underſtanding is 


darkened; his will, defires, and affections, are not 
fixed upon God and everlaſting things, but upon the 
creatures, and thoſe things which are tranſitory and 
vain; and chat man, according to his perverſe will 
and deſires, and the blindneſs of his mind and under- 
ſtanding, does not apply the reſt of the faculties 
of his foul, and his body with all its limbs, to that 
uſe which is agreeable to God, but, on the contrary, 


to ſuch ching as diſpleaſe him. Sin, therefore, con- - / 


ſiſts in nothing elſe but diſorder and abuſe: and 
E | when 
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when a man is converted, and of a ſinner is made a 
godly and holy man, he goes over from the diſorder 


and abuſe of his nature to the true order and right 
uſe of it. St. Paul thus expreſſed the difference, 


As ye have yielded your members ſervants to 


e uncleanneſs and to iniquity, even ſo now yield 
your members ſervants to righteouſneſs unto holi- 
<«« neſs.” Rom. vi. 19. © I beſeech you brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a 
60 living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
« is your reaſonable ſervice.“ Chap. Xii, I, 

2. Now, as fin, which cleaves to the depraved 
creatures, is the only thing which God hates; ſo it 
appears impoſſible for him to hate in itſelf the being 
or nature of his creatures, let them be never ſo cor- 
rupt; but as he loved them when he created them, 
he will love them to all endleſs eternity, becauſe, as 
creatures, they are the productions of his eternal, un- 
changeable love. For of him, and through him, 
« and to him are all things.” Rom. xi. 36. Thou 


art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, honour, and 
© power: for thou haſt created all things, and for 


thy pleaſure they are, and were created.” Rev. 
IV. II. For thou loveſt all the things that are, and 
„ abhorreſt nothing which thou haſt made: for 
never wouldeſt thou have made any thing if thou 
% hadſt hated 1 it.“ Wiſdom xi. 24. 


4. Although creatures that are endued by God 


with a free will may ſpoil themſelves, through the 


abuſe of that free will, yet no creature of itſelf can 
annihilate that being or nature which God gave it, or 
make 


＋ 


CT: 193 


make ſomething ſo quite different of it, that nothing 


of a creature of God ſhall remain. For as no crea- 


ture can give itſelf a being, ſo neither can it take 


away or annihilate its own being. And as it is only 
the omnipotence of God, which is able to produce 
conſcious intelligent beings, ſo alſo nothing leſs than 
the ſame a eh power is able to take away the ex- 
iſtence of thoſe creatures which he hath made. As 
long, therefore, as a creature remains a creature, ſo 


dans ſomething remains in it ec God truly 1282 | 


to * never b diſordered and corrupt. | 
4. Now all this is to be well conſidered with r . 
ſpect to fallen angels: for then we ſhall be able to 


diſcern the deepeſt ground for the myſtery of their 


reſtoration, and conſequently comprehend it che 8 | 


eaſily. 
1 mean, we rag learn well to digigg db hetween 


that angelical nature in which God. created them. - 4 


and the iniguity and ſin, which throvgh their vn. 


fault has intermixt with ſuch nature, the foprce, © 


— 


whereof is their perverſe ſelf- will, that cauſed them 
to leave their center and principle of humility (Wherę- 


in alone a creature can be happy) and to withdraw. 
themſelves from their obedience and ſubjection to 


God, and to rely on on themſelves, willing to live indę- 


pendent of God, nay, indeed, to be themſelves God. 


For ſuch an independence as admits of none ſuperior, . 


or where one needs not to be ruled by the will and 


command of another, 1 is, and always muſt be an eſſential 
* „ property 
Ul | * 
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FP. 0 
property of the great Gop and Creator of all things, 
and cannot by any means belong to a creature, nor 
can be ceded to it by God, who will not give his 

glory to another. Iſai. xlii. 8. xlviii. 11. 

Therefote the Scripture very emphatically favs of 
the devil, that he abode not in the truth. St. John 
viii. 44. And that the angels kept not their firf Hate, 
but left their own habitation. Jude 6. 

5. Now this perverſe ſelf-will in the fallen Angels, 
together with all the iniquity that is in it and pro- 
duced thereby, is the proper diabolical nature, or that 
which makes them devils and enemies of Gop; and 
this alone is the thing which 1s an abomination to 


| him, and what he hates in them. 


6. But that an angelical nature in itſelf, in which 
God firſt created the fallen angels, and to which the 
iniquity, degeneracy, and perverſeneſs ſo cloſely 
cleave, or rather have quite penetrated through, and 


intermixed with, that I ſay is no devil, but according 


to the confeſſion of all reaſonable men, a good crea- 
ture of God, a production of eternal love, which the 
Creator as truly loves as he loves the being and na- 
ture of men, yea, as himſelf, and will love to all 
endleſs eternity; and conſequently, by virtue of ſuch 
his everlaſting, unchangeable, and almighty love, 
will of neceſſity bring it once into the right order 
again. For, as by Ctr1sT he has created all things 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible aud in- 
viſible, &c. Col. i. 16. (to which likewiſe indiſput- 
ably belong all fallen angels) even ſo it has alſo been 
| a | the 
5 


the good pleaſure of God to reconcile all thoſe things 
(which were created by Chriſt) #nto himſelf, whether 
they be things in earth, or things in heaven; ver. 20. 
that is, by the power of his blood, ſhed for the fins 
of all, to make them fit and capable of being reſtored 
from their diſorder to their firſt right and true order; 
though every one in his own time; ſo that at laſt 
not only the wrath of God may be turned- away 
from the creatures, but alſo the enmity of the crea- 
tures themſelves, ceaſe, and the ſorrow which 
the good and holy creatures of God really feel for 
their fallen and corrupt fellow creatures, may be no 
more; but univerſal joy, and everlaſting praiſes to 
God may be cauſed and raiſed in the whole creation. 
The words of God, that he will make all things new, 
Rev. xxi. 5. arc true, whether men believe them or 
not: their unbelief will not make the promiſe void: 
For as every thing was very good when firſt created 
by God, for God ſaw every thing that he had made; 
and behold it was very good. Gen. i. 31. ſo when he 
ſhall make all rhings new, there will be neither fin, 


death, nor hell, nor ſorrow, crying, nor pain, through*- 


out the whole creation, which ſhall then be wholly 
delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. Rom. viii 2 T. 

7. All men who raſhly dare Hude one of the 
fallen creatures, be it never ſoFcorrupt, from the 
endleſs mercy and all renewirtg Love of God, are 
not yet grounded in that Jobe to enemies, which is {6 
highly recommended to us by the univerſal Saviour 
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of the world, (See St. Mart. v. 4448. 
St. Luke vi. 27——36.) which diſtinguiſhes true 


Chriſtians from unbelievers, and is the ſureſt ſign of 


our being the children of God. They are not yet 


grounded in humility, becauſe they have not that 
deep ſenſe of their own miſery and moſt abominable 
condition by nature, that they ought to have; and 
conſequently cannot duly pity other corrupt crea- 
tures as they ought, conſidering them as God's 
creatures. They are reſpecters of perſons, and ſo not 
altogether made partakers of the divine nature; ſince 
with Gop, who is everlaſting love towards all his 


creatures, as fuch, no reſpect of perſons finds place, 


Acts x. 34. Rom. ji. 11. Col. iii. 25. They do not 


yet know what that Scripture meaneth For God 
e hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might 


hae mercy upon all! Rom. xi. 32. And indeed 
God's mercy is not only towards all men, but alſo 


* * 


according to the plain teſtimony of truth, over all his 


works. Pſal. cxlv. 9. to which indiſputably the fallen 


Angels belong, who in the beginning were even ſome 
of the moſt glorious and chief works of God, the 
Holy Spirit in the Scriptures calling them principali- 
ties, powers, and rulers. Epheſ. vi. 12. 

Thoſe men do not underſtand how neceſſary that 
knowledge is, which St. Paul withes all believers 
to be able to comprehend with all ſaints, what is 
te the breadth, and length, and depth and height, 
* and to know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth 
% knowledge,” (or, as the original may fignify, 70 


&pow that the love of Chr iſt far ſurpaſjeth all knowledge) 


cc that | 


4 23 ) 
de that they might be filled with all the fulneſs of 
God,“ in ſuch a manner as to ſee that it extends over 


the whole creation and every individual creature. 


Epheſ. iii. 18, 19. From whence follows, that 


thoſe cannot be filled with all the fulneſs of God, who. 


will not comprehend with all faints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height ofthe love of God, 
and that it is. broader, longer, deeper, and higher, 
than all fin which 1s to be found in the creatures, 
with the corruption depending thereon 3 yea, who 
will not know, that the love of Chriſt infinitely ſur- 
paſſeth all knowledge of men and angels, but dare 
preſumptuouſly canfine it within the narrow limits 
of their own knowledge, and tenets taught by cor- 


rupt human reaſon. In ſhort, theſe men who mur- 


mur againſt the goodneſs of the heavenly Father o. 
the family, and complain of his everlaſting love and 
mercy, may find both their pictures drawn, and, 


their leſſons given them, in St. Matt. xx. 10-16. 


and St. Luke xv. 28 


32. * , 


8. Now if that man, who, regardleſs of all remon-- 


ſtrances, would audaciouſly exclude but one creature 
from the endleſs mercy of God, deſerves ſuch a cen- 
ſure, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe, who with great aſ- 
ſurance, dare exclude from it ſo many thouſands of 
millions of creatures, that through the blood of 
Chriſt are all made fit tor redemption and reconcilia- 
tion? Ah! may theſe poor men be prevailed upon 


by the wounds of Jeſus Chriſt, the univerſal Saviour 


of the world, and by the everlaſting mercy and love 
of God, which will moſt tenderly embrace them too, 
. to 


* 


= : (24. )-- : —q 
to pity in this caſe their own ſouls, and to conſider - | - 
what an abominable arrogance it is to make the love = 
of God, which has no limits, much leſs than the 
love of men, who are bound to love Even their worſt 
enemies, and to recompence all evil with nothing 
but good; and yet with all their love they are no 
more to be compared with God and his love, and 
mercy, than the leaſt worm that creeps on the 
ground, and 1s trodden under foot, 1s-to be. com- 
pared.” to the higheſt angel in heaven, or one ſingle 
drop of water to the vaſt ocean. Let them conſider, 
what a terrible fin and raſhneſs, it is only to acknow- 
ledge Jeſus Chriſt, the univerſal | Saviour of the 

world, by whom all things in heaven and earth were 

created, and are to be reconciled, to be an actual 
Saviour and Redeemer of about the thouſandth part 
of mankind, and conſequently rob him of almoſt 
all his glory, by leaving him for his real property 
no more than that very ſmall number or handful 
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} of elect, or firſt born men unto falvation, (St. 
5 Matt. xx11. 14. Chap. vii. 14.) and by excluding 
: | all the reſt of the unſpeakable multitude of men and 
i creatures, to all eternity , from any real participation 
4 of the tender mercy and love of God, and the re- 
_ demption of his beloved Son, although it evidently 
{4 appears from Scripture to be deſigned for all. For, 
. although it 1s too true that a great part of mankind like 


Eau, will, through their own fault, be entirely de- 
prived of, and loſe the great prerogative of their 
birth-right, and ſo far be caſt away; yet it is utterly 
falſe, that therefore they will be altogether excluded 
| | from : 
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from all enjoyments of the tender mercies af God. 


and be doomed to endleſs torments, and never, never 
feel the virtue. of Chriſt's atoning blood. Can this 
be the perfect, ancient, and eternal Goſpel which 
Chriſt has commanded to be preached to every crea- 
ture, St. Mark xvi. 15. or to the whole creation? 
which his Apoſtles preached to every creature who is 
under heaven? Col. i. 23. yea, was it this which 
Chriſt himſelf preached to the ſpirits in the infernal 
+ priſon, when he announced to them that the judg- 


ment paſſed upon them, had been only intended for 


the deſtruction of the fleſh, or that which was carnal, 
finful, and diabolical in them, but that they ſhould 


live again according to God in the ſpirit ? 1 Pet. iii. 19, 


20. compared with Chap. iv. 6. I can. never be- 
lieve this partial Goſpel to be that which Chriſt com- 


manded to be preached to every creature, let who 


may, can, and will; but I rather hold it, if not for a 
quite perverſe and new, yet at leaſt for a corrupt, 
. mutilated and wrongfully circumſcribed goſpel, con- 
trived and introduced by depraved and ſelf- wiſe hu 
man reaſon, in order to obſcure and ſuppreſs the true 
goſpel of our eternal Redeemer, which alone has the 
power to make men godly and happy from the bot- 
tom of their hearts, when the other only ſerves to 


propagate bigotry, ſlaviſh fear, and hypocriſy. And 


I am apt to think, if even an angel from heaven was 


to preach the before mentioned curtailed goſpel to 


the zealous Apoſtle Paul, who 1n his writings has 
left-us'the moſt excellent teſtimonies of the impartial 
22 | and 
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and ugiverſal love of God, he would denounce an 
anathema againſt him. Gal. i. 8, 9. 

9. Therefore all ſuch of every ſect and religious 
party in Chriſtendom, who will not ſuffer the true 
ancient goſpel of Chriſt to be preached, which, ac- 
cording to our Saviour's plain words, is deſigned for 
every creature, but with all their might endeavour to 
ſuppreſs it, in order to eſtabliſh the new invented, par- 
tial, and mutilated goſpel, which hardly extends to a 


thouſandth part of God's creatures; all ſuch, I ſay, will 


have great reaſon to be afraid of the fore-mentioned 

anathema of the Apoſtle Paul. 
Thoſe men diſcover a terrible envious ſpirit, and 

an intolerable diabolical pride, by grudging moſt 


creatures the endleſs mercy of God, and endeavour- 


Ing totally to deprive them of it; but let them take 
care that thereby they do not incur the danger of 
being themſelves for a long period excluded from the 
real -enjoyment of it. This is certain, that in fo 
doing, they commit a fin which deſerves ſuch a pu- 
niſhment. | 

For in the ſame manner as they behave tow 3 
their fellow- creatures, that are in the eſtimation of 
God as good as themſelves, even ſo will God behave 
himſelf towards them; and with the ſame meaſure 
that they mete unto their brethren, it ſhall be mea- 
fared unto them; yea, good meafure, preſſed down, 
ſhaken together, and uuning over, ſhall be given into 
their boſom. St. Luke vi. 38. See-alſo to this purpoſe 


St. Matt. xviii. 33, 34, 35- Let them reflect upon 
1 the 


* 


che terrible and juſt threatning which Gov has an- 
nexed as a concluſion to the book wherein he ſo 
plainly declares, that every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and Such as are in 
the sea, and all that are in them, ſhall praiſe and glorify 
God and the Lamb for ever and ever; Rev. v. 13. 
and that he will make all things new, Chap. xxi. 5. 
He ſays, If any man ſhall take away from the 
« words of the book of this prophecy, God ſhall 
« take away his part out of the book of life, and out 
« or the holy city, and from the things which are 
« written in this book.” Chap. xxii. 19. | 
Oh, how eagerly will all thoſe upon whom this ter- 
Tible judgment lights, wiſh that it may be true, what 
has been teftified unto them of the everlaſting riches 
of God's love; and that on the other hand, all oppo- 
fite dogmas which convert the everlaſting love of God 
into endleſs fury and wrath, though propagated by 
themſelves in this world, may be falſe but for their 
juſt puniſhment, they will have no full aſſurance, and 
conſequently no comfort of it in their hearts, during 
all that terrible long period wherein God will entirely 
hide his face from them. See Prov. i. 24—32. 
10. If we ponder well our own natural wretchednefs, 
and the condition we are in under the fall, it ſhould, 
methinks, bring pretty low; nay, utterly deſtroy that 
pride and envy of ours, which cauſeth us to endea- 
vour raſhly to exclude from the everlaſting mercy of 
God fo many millions of angelical and human crea- 


tyres. For without the mercy of God, we are nct 
only 
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ther! What contentions, quarrels, ſeditions, vexa- 


Matt. xii. 26. alledging at the ſame time the reaſon 


only as bad as the moſt wicked wretch on earth, but 
we are alſo nothing better than the devil and his an 
gels. Nay, one may in truth ſay, that man, in ſome 
meaſure, has diſcovered greater wickedneſs againſt 
God's moſt holy majeſty than the devils themſelves. 
For the evil ſpirits have never yet oppoſed God in 
endeavouring to work out their own ſal vation, be- 


cauſe the economy and proper periods for 1 it are-not 2 


yet come, and conſequently they have had no oppor- 
tunity of committing this moſt heinous of all ſins; ch 
though they have oppoſed God, and ſtill continue to be 
oppoſe him, in his endeavours to deliver mankind 55 
from their power, and to tranſlate them into the king- vii 
dom of his beloved Son ; but this 1s hardly to bewon- 
dered at, conſidering the moſt depraved itate they W qu 
are in. But men, on the contrary, moſt vehemently W A 
reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt in the work of their own ſalva- fal 
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tion, from their youth, not only in ignorance, but W edi 
too often knowingly and wilfully. Not to mention, W We 
that things cannot go worſe among the devils in their im 

* . 


dark infernal regions, than they go among men of I Re 
this wicked world. Ah, what diſcord is there among "pot 
them! How do they plague and torment one ano- tru 


tion and oppreſſion of the poor and needy! What wars 
and blood ſhed do we not continually hear of ! But 
that this 1s not the caſe with the devils (of which men 
ought to be aſhamed) and that they do not fall out 
among themſelves our Saviour himſelf declares, St. | 


for 
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for it; becauſe then their kingdom would not ſtand. 
There is another thing wherein men are frequently 


far more criminal than devils, and that is, in profane 


language, curſing, ſwearing, blaſpheming, and exe- 
crating themſelves : when an evil ſpirit ſpake to 
Jeſus, with how much reverence he addreſſed him, 


J know thee, who thou art, the Holy One of 


« God!” St. Mark i. 24. And far from execrating 


| themſelves, or wiſhing damnation to come upon 


them, as wicked men frequently do, they earneſtly 


beſought our Lord that he would not torment them 


nor ſend them into the abyſs. Chap. v. 7. Sr. Luke, 
viſt. 28, 31. ; 
So it clearly e that in many caſes the ini- 


quity of men ſurpaſſes that of the devils themſelves. 


A truly penitent, afflicted and contrite heart would in- 


fallibly deſpair at this terrible ſight of human wick 
edneſs, when it comes to have a full view thereof as 
well in itſelf as in others, if the univerſal and moſt 
impartial mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt, our eternal 


Redeemer, and through his all ſuffioient merits, was 


not its comfort. In ſuch a ſtate men learn to ſet the 


true value upon the precious pearl of this evangelical 
truth, and begin to conceive that the origin of all 


railing againſt, and contradicting kflis bleſſed doc- 
trine, is either that groſs, or ſubtil pharifaical ſpirit 


in mankind, that cannot ſo eaſily be rooted out, even 
in the diſeiples of Chriſt; and this ſpirit prevents 
men from knowing, feeling, and acknowledging that 
more than diabolical wickedneſs which hes in our 


corrupt 
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corrupt nature, and conſequently while under the 
government of ſuch a temper, they gan neither under- 
ſtand nor duly eſteem that a quate and grand 
remedy deſigned by God for the curing and taking 
away of this great evil. So far indeed 1 allow a pre- 
ference to fallen men before the apoſtate angels; that 
God offers his mercy firſt to men, ſince his juſ- 
tice requires that the deceived: ſhould be reſtored 
before the deceivers: but the ground for this prefe- 
rence does not he in ourſelves, but in the endleſs 
mercy and moſt holy juſtice of God. F or in our de- 
praved and corrupt eſtate, we need not imagine our- 
ſelves to be one whit better than the fallen angels, or 
to deſerve the leaſt preference before them. 
That which makes them devils, and an abomination 
in God's eyes, namely, their perverſe ſelf-will, which 
will not bow under God, but would be entirely inde- 
pendent, not ſubjec to the divine law; that ſame 
perverſe ſelferill, is the thing in us which renders us 
as abominable in the fight of God as the fallen an- 
gels themſelves. This perverſe ſelf-will is the true 
devil in all fallen ſinful Creatures; this is that which 
conſtitutes angels, devils, who otherwiſe would be 
good creatures of God. Hence it is, that ſuch men 
as follow their perverſe ſelf-will, (which may inſinu- 
ate itſelf into the moſt ſacred things) and ſuffer it to 
reign in themſelves, and to prevail over them, are 
called in Scripture by the ſame names which are 
given to evil angels. They are for inſtance called 
eAdver/arizs, or Satans, which means the ſame.- St. 
Matt, 


T6 31 } 


Ma. xvi. 23. 1 Tim. v. 14. Yea, Diaboli, that 19 
devils, or Calumniators, &c. St. John, vi. 70. 1 Tim. 
ui. 6, 7. Therefore all fallen men, as far as they are 
under the dominion of ſin, or their perverſe ſelf-will, 
are nothing elſe but Diaboli incarnati, or incarnate 
devils. Whoſoever will not know this, nor own him- 
ſelf ro be according to the fallen nature as bad as the 
devil himſelf, ſuch an one does not know as yet his 
ſinful ftate as he ought to do; he 1s far from being 
rightly grounded in true humility, and chere is as yet 


a great deal of the abominable ſeed of ſpiritual pride 


in his heart, let him think never ſo much of his ho- 
lineſs and humility. He has never yet begun truly 
and in reality to practiſe the earneſt command of 
his Saviour, to hate himſelf, or his own life, St. Luke 
xiv, 26, (to wit, in his own corrupt nature, which de- 
ſerves as much to be hated as the devil himſelf) and 
therefore does not know how to eſteem ſufficiently 
the everlaſting mercy of God, and the precious blagd 

of our univerſal Redeemer. . F or if he but knew the 
horrible wickedneſs of his own evil nature, and had 
come duly to eſteem the endleſs mercies of God, and 
all ſufficient merits of Chriſt, he really would nor 


grudge one of the fallen creatures a part in the 


boundleſs love of God, and that grace of Jeſus 
Chriſt which is able to deliver ſouls from hell, but 


would wiſh them all to partake of it as freely as he 


himſelf attained it, even if there was not a word of it 
mentioned in the Bible ; whereas the Scripture abun- 
dantly teſtifies of this boundlels 1nfigue everlaſting 


love, 
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love, and the whole creation declares it to us as it 


were with living voices, if we would but hear it. 
11. Now our ever- loving God, who has begun to 


dave mercy on fallen men, who, in their ſinful nature 


are incarnale devils, and has already made great num- 
ders of them holy children of God, reſembling the 


angels in heaven, and will continue ſo to do; the ſame 


everloving God, I ſay, will in his own time have pity 


alſo upon the reſt of mankind, who in this life have 


forfeited their ſpiritual birth- right; and not upon 


them only, but even on the fallen angels themſelves, 
when they will begin to humble themſelves truly be- 
fore God. - And then it will be as eaſy for him to 
make them holy angels again as it was to make angel- 


like men and children of God of ſo many thouſands 
of fallen men, or incarnate devils. 
certainly come to paſs in the fullneſs of the ages or 


periods appointed for 1t will admit of no doubt, if we 
conſider the promiſe of God that he will make all 
things new, Rev. xxi. 5. and that he hath prepared 
/l things that are in heaven, and on the earth, tor this 
renovation or actual reconciliation, by reconciling them 
fo Himself by the death of his Son, who hath made peace 
by the blood of his cross. See Rom. v. 10. Col. 1. 20. 

To conclude, let us further conſider, that it will be 


as eaſy a matter for the everlaſting mercy of God to 


forgive the fallen angels their ſins, whenever they 
will begin to humble themſelves before him, as.it is 
for him to forgive us ours. For let their fins be ever 
fo great, ever ſo many, or ever ſo grievous, yet both 

have 


And that this will 
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have but one ſource, that is, as above ſaid, /e//-7uill 
and pride. And as the nature of things does not ad- 
mit of any other ſource of evil, ſo there is no other 


God but he who himſelf is mercy and love. 


Of the cverlaſting Validity and Efficacy ef the Merits of 
Chrift, and the Eternal Redemption found out by him; 
and that the fame is infinitely more powerful than alk 
use and Corruption ſpringing thereft um. | 


'Þ None; it is to be hoped, who claims the name of 
4 Chriſtian among all religious parties of Chriſtendom, 
let them "otherwiſe be never ſo much divided, will 
deny CuxIs T our Redeemer, to be ſtronger and far 
more powerful than the Devil, and the grace of re- 
demption and ſalvation procured by him through 
his merits and ſufferings, to be infinitely more effica- 
cious than all ſin, together with the corruption and- 
miſery ſpringing therefrom. For whoſoever would 
deny this, would not only declare himſelf an infidel, 
but even a blaſphemer againſt Chriſt. Beſides, the 
nature of the thing requires it, that a Saviour or De- 
liverer be ſtronger than the Enemy whoſe priſoners he 

is to take away by force; and the plain word of God 

declares JEsUs CHRISH to be ſuch a Saviour and 
Deliverer. See Ifai. xlix. 25, 26. Hoſea xiii. 14. St. 


Luke xi. oy, 22. 1 John iv. 4. Rom. v. 20. | 
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2. But chere is a doctrine propagated and believed 
by may, Which 18 quite inconfiſtent with what is ad- 
vanced*abbve ; namely, That although Chrift has re- 
deemed all men, or through his blood hour bt and reconciled 
them unto God, yet none really partake of his redemption 
but thoſe who in this life believe in him, and by faith en- 
dure to the end; and that all the reſt of mankind, who do 
not come to believe in Chriſt in this life, but cantinue in 
unbelief to the end of their days, Will not only be terribly 
puniſhed in the age to come, which is true, but that they 


will,” moreover, with all evil angels, be ſeparated: from 


God to all endlefs eternity, even ſo long as God ſhall exi/t, 
and ſhall ſuffer endleſs torments, and never fond in "_ re- 
demption been 

3. Ho ds it poſſible now, ry pray, ach to this 
ide that Chriſt ſhould be ſtronger than the 
Devil? How can the grace procured and purchaſed by 
his merits, ſufferings and death, be more efficacious: | 
than fin and all corruption and miſety ſpringing from 
it f For our Saviour declares in plain terms, and daily 


experience confirms it, that by far the ſmalleſt num- 


her of men find in their life time the narrow way of 

>pentance aud falth, and through the ſtrait gate go 
into eternal life; hüt that, on the contrary, moſt of 
them go the broad way of perdition, and become à 
prey to the jaws of hell, See St. Matt. vii. 13, 14. 
St. Luke xiii. 23, 24. St. Matt. xxii. 14. Ah! if no 
more men are really partakers of the redemption of 
Chriſt, than thoſe, who in this life come to be united 
to him, he will hardly be a Saviour to the millionth, 


part of mankind; and Satan will, according to his 
wiſh 
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wiſh and pleaſure, keep the greateſt * captives 
in his empire to all endleſs eternity. And according 
to this ſcheme, how can CHRIS be ſaid to be ſtronger 
than his enemy the Devil? But you will perhaps re: 
Ply, that the ſtrength of Chriſt manifeſts itſelf, and 
may be known by his really delivering and ſnatching 
Hut of the claws of Satan the few elect. But pray, is 
Chriſt to be only a Saviour of the elect ? Is he not alſo 
a propitiation for the fins of the whole world? 1 John 
ii. 2. And has he not bought with his blood thoſe who 
bring upon chem ſelves ſwift deftrution ? 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
If a man was to give out of himſelf againſt his 
enemy, who had led a million of his people captiye, 
that he was ſtronger than ſuch an enemy, and that he 
would beat and ſpoil him of all his Pprifoners, becauſe 
he heartily pitied the por ſouls; and coming there; 
upon to the battle, was to deliver of a million of pri: 
ſoners about three, zar at the moſt ten, leaving | 
all the reſt in ſlavery, becauſe the enemy. had too well 
ſecured them; pray, would you believe ſuch a man to 
be much ſtronger than his enemy, ſince of a million 
of priſoners. he had actually. delivered about three 91 
ten? Would you not be apt to fay, chat he had 
boaſted much more of himſelf than he was ahle to 
perform, and juſtly conclude, that he muſt want 
either ſtrength or power to overcome the enemy, or 
mercy and compaſſion towards .the poor captives ? 
Now, ſuch a bragging, yea, unmerciful, ar infirm man 
do we generally make of Chriſt, by teaching and AC» 
knowledging, on the one hand, that he is an univerſal 
Redoemer, but on the other band. perverſely pretends 
Da. tha 
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9 
chat but the ſmalleſt number of men; viz. the few elecx 5 
(who, compared to the reſt of mankind, are hardly 
as ten to a million) in reality partake of his redemp: 
tion, and that all the refi due of fallen men and other 
creatures are to be wholly excluded therefrom to all 
endleſs eternity. Certainly if * Chriſt is no other than 
ſuch a Saviour to us, I ſay again, the Devil, who ac: 
cording to the common opinion, will for ever, world 
j without end, and as long as Chrift is to be Chriſt, 
4 keep in his power and under his dominion by far the 
greateſt part of men, of whom we at the fame time 
own that Chriſt has an earneſt deſire to redeem them, 
4 muſt be many thouſand times mightier than he. Ve2 
rily if this was the caſe with our Redeemer, he muft 
either fall ſhort of power to conquer the Devil, or 
want pity and "compaſſion towards thoſe poor ſouls 
that are kept priſoners by the Devil. ans 
4. It may be you will make me another objeftion. 
and fay, That Chrift neither wants for force to con- 
quer his enemy, nor mercy towards the captives; but 
that the reaſon why ſo few men are really delivered 
by him, is, becauſe they reſiſt his grace, and ſponta- 
neouſly deſire to remain the infernal tyrant's ſlaves. 
To this I anſwer, But what is then ſuch reſiſtance and 
obſtinacy in moſt men againſt the grace of Jeſus 
Chriſt offered them? What is the blindneſs and hard- 
neſs of their hearts, according to which they them- 
ſelves chuſe to continue in the ſervice of the devil? 
Are they not altogether the workings of Satan ? Are. 
they not all chains and ſnares wherewith he has 
bound and entangled poor men? Now if Chrift, 
22 . | who 
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who is to be an univerſal Savior of mankind, will 


in moſt men never, to all endleſs eternity, and as long | 


as God is to remain God, deſtroy ſuch works of the 
devil; if he will never break and untie the chains and 


| fetters wherewith Satan hath bound the greateſt part 


of mankind; it will ſtill follow, that Chriſt muſt be 
either unmerciful; and not willing to do it, or that he 
is not able to perform what he would deſire. But 
how abſurd, nay, how great a blaſphemy is it to 
make the devil, and that which is evil, ſtronger than 
Chriſt, and that which is good, and fin more e 
ful than the grace of God ? 
5. Thanks be to God, that in Chriſt we have ſuch 

2 Kedeesber who, although he is a ſpecial Saviour of 
thoſe that believe, 1 Tim. iv. 10. becauſe he will 
grant them to fit with him upon his throne, Rev. iii. 
21. and make them partakers of all his glories, to 
which dignity and high degree of ſalvation, none of 
thoſe will ever attain who muſt be humbled and 
brought to Chriſt by the judgment of the next age; 
yet he is nevertheleſs not a mere titular,” but à real 
Saviour of all the reſt of men: who alſo by the blood of 
his covenant ſendeth forth his priſoners out of the pit, 
wherein is no water, Lech. ix. 11. that is, out of the 
ſtate of the damned, where not one drop of comfort 
is to be found. He has 20e keys of hell, and of death, 


Rev. i. 18. and conſequently is able to caſt into, and 
| * 


diſcharge therefrom whomſoever he pleaſes; and he 


will actually ranſom them from the power of the graue 


(or hell) and wil! redeem them from death, in ſuch a 
e as to be a plague to death, and total 
deſtruc-· 
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@eltrudtion to the! grave (or hell). Hoſea xiii. * 
That is, he will continue ſo long to redeem from | 
hell, till not one priſoner more ſhall be left in its Jaws, 
and in the power of the devil, and death, and all the 
power of Satan ſhall be deſtroyed and wholly annihi- 


| lated. Then ſhall be compleatly fulfilled what is 


written, Death is ſwallowed up in victory. Oh, 
« death where is thy ſting ? Oh, grave {or hell) where 
< 15 thy victory? The ſting of death is fin, and the 
c ſtrength of fin is the law, But thanks be to God, 
<* who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus 
1e Chriſt.” 1 Cor. xv. 54» 55, 56, 57. 5 
6. If but one ſoul was to remain in the power of 
the devil, death, or hell, to all endleſs eternity, As. 
long as God fhall exiſt, then the devil, death, and 
hell, would for ever have ſomething to boaſt of 
againſt God, and to upbraid him with not being able 
really to ſpoil them of all their priſoners, to the very 
laſt, but that he was obliged to leave them ſome- 
thing, and conſequently give up the conqueſt to 
them. And thus death would not be entirely fwal-. 
Jowed up in victory to all endleſs eternity, but would 
always keep ſomething of his ſting; and hell would 
not quite loſe the field of battle, but would be for ever- 
more able to make a ſcorn of thoſe who ſhould ſay, 
Hell, where is thy victory? For it might at leaſt boaſt of 
one ſoul of which Chriſt could not deprive it, though 


he had ſhed his blood for it. With how much more 
right now could the devil, death and hell, mock 


Chriſt and his believers, if they were to aſk them, 


O death, where is thy ting? O hell, where is thy 
6c * vigor?” | 
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fe Vite P in caſe theſe — (accord! 4 
to the common pretence, where6f*the Seripture 
knows nothing) keep at pleaſure rhe greateſt part of 
mankind for their prifoners as long as God ſhall 
exiſt? 

7. It is plain that by Chriſt, the univerſal vious, 
all captivated men are to be actually ſnatched out of 
the power of the devil and his angels; and this, when 
it is fully accompliſhed, will be an occafion to oblige 
Lucifer and his angels alſo to humble themſelves en- 
tirely before Chriſt Jeſus, which, (except the incar- 
nation of our Saviour, and what he did and ſuffered 
on earth to work out the ſalvation of his creatures) 
will be the greateſt wonder that ever was wrought in 
the creation. And this the holy Scripture clearly 
foretels, when it ſays, that all things under the earth, 
that is, not only damned men, but even the fallen 
ſpirits, ſhall at laſt bow the knee in the name of Jeſus, 
and confeſs with their inmoſt heart as well as tongue, 
that He, and not Satan, is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. Phil. 11. 10, 11. | | 

Then they, together with all the reſt of creatures, 
ſhall praiſe God with loud hallehyahs and inexpreſ- 
ſible joy. See Rev. v. 13. compared with Pſalm cxlv. 
9, 10, 11. cl. 6. 

For, when now the whole armour of this ſtrong 


man ſhall be taken from him, and all his fpoils di- 


vided, that is, all men who were made a prey of by 
him, reſtored to God, and brought again to the com- 
pany of his ſaints, and Satan be thus entirely con- 
quered by Chriſt, and reduced to che condition of a 
85 king 
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_ Kivp: without ſubjects or dominions, what then will 


he do elſe, but after the manner of an utterly routed 


enemy, be obliged to proſtrate himſelf t his con- 


queror, and pray for mercy? 
8. And this total ſubduing will ns way for be 
reſtoration of Lucifer and his angels. 31 
For, as the moſt high God could not have mercy 


upon them, nor could deliver them out of their moſt 
wretched condition, as long as through pride they 


wanted to be like him, or even above him: ſo may 
they be helped when all the ſtays of their pride are 
conſumed, and reduced to aſhes in the lake of fire 
and brimſtone, and of proud and haughty devils they 
are become humbled ſpirits, that bow down in the 
duſt before God and Chriſt, praying for. mercy : for 
God reſiſteth only the proud, and without the leaſt 
reſpect. of perſon, giveth grace to all humble crea- 
tures. L Pet. V. 5. Jai. IVIi. 15. 

9. Although the offer of God's grace in \ the ad 
manner will be very acceptable news to Lucifer and 
his angels, at the time of their deepeſt abaſement 
and humiliation by Chriſt; (which doubtleſs will 
yet require many thouſand years) nevertheleſs the 
doctrine of his reſtoration, and the means for it, are, 
in his preſent ſituation, not at all agreeable to him; but, 
the diſtant prophecies of his ſubjection are to him 


moſt dreadful tidings. For as he is a proud and 
haughty ſpirit to the higheſt degree, who is by no 


means willing to be ſubject to God, but would fain 
be his equal, or rather above him, who with all his 
might oppoſes, and if poſſible would dethrone the 

| moſt 


CRY 


moſt tig; — it is intolerable for him to be, 
foretold, according to divine truth, that by Chriſt all 
his power, his whole empire, and all his ſubjects, 
not one excepted, ſhall be taken from him, and he 
himſelf brought down fo low as to lie in the duſt like. 
a vile worm before Chriſt, and to worſhip him; which 
at preſent he would reckon his greateſt ſhame, and. 
would much rather that Chriſt and his followers, tos 
gether with the reſt of mankind, ſhould worſhip him, 
or take his will for their law. Therefore is this goſs, 


pel a moſt frightful lecture to him, to hear that once . 


be ſhall be entirely thrown down from his high 
places, and brought again into che right order of, 
God's creatures, which 1s humility and ſubje&jon uns. 
der God and Chriſt, Epheſ. i. 10. | 

10. That the doctrine that Chriſt all pet 
vanquiſh the devil, i is intoletable: to him, che ee 
ing parable may ſerve to illuſtrate, | 

Suppoſe a poor, miſerable, naked beggar v man, way 
to be preſented to a grand, proud, and tyrannical 
Monarch in the world, who was in poſſeſſion of a 
vaſt empire, having many millions of ſubjects ; and 
it ſhould be foretold him by divine authority, chat 
this man, ſo worthleſs and contemptible in his eyes, 
thould one day or another, conquer his whole ems 


pire, and ftrip him of all his ſubjects, ſo that at laſt he 


would be obliged to fall down naked at his feet, to 
acknowledge him his Lord, and depend on his 
mercy: Can any one imagine this would be an 
agreeable prophecy to the ſaid grand, proud and ty- 
Sgnnical monarch ? Would he not rather fret and 
fume, 
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E 
fume, and treat them in the moſt barbarous manner, 
as mutineers and rebels, who ſhould foretel ſuch a 
revolution? 

An inſtance of "FN we ſee in Hori he only ſup- 

poſing in a fooliſh manner, that Jefus the new-born 
King of the Jews might be a rival to him or his 
fons, what cruel means he made uſe of to prevent the 
imaginary miſchief! See St. Matt. ii. Now the doc- 
trine of the Reſtoration of all creatures, is a thouſand 
times more terrible news to the devil; by which it is 
foretold, that Jeſus, hat mo/? deſpiſed and rejected one, 
See Iſai. liii. 3. who when he dwelt on earth, was de- 
ſpiſed and abhorred, whom Satan, chrough his inſtru- 
ments, did.! in the moſt terrible manner revile, mock, 
ſpit upon, perſecute and torment ; and who, is ſtill 
abuſed ; in his name, character, and followers, by the 
children of the devil: that he, I ſay, ſhall at laſt con - 
quer the whole empire of Satan, ſpoil him of all his 
fubjefts and dominions, and oblige him to fall at his 
feet, who once war numbered with the tranſpreſſors, 
Tfar. Ui. 12. and worſhip him in the humbleſt man- 
ner. 

In · hort, this doctrine tends utterly to or the 
kingdom of the devil, and all that is diabolical, ſuch 
as pride, envy, and fury; and therefore the hearing 
of it muſt be the greateſt mortification to Satan ima- 
ginable. | 1 

11. From what has been ſaid, it may eaſily be 
concluded, that it is no wonder if Satan is enraged 
againſt this holy. goſpel, and endeavours with all his 
power to ſuppreſs it, uſing tg for his inſtriß. 
ments 


— 


2 


1 


ments the bypocritical: \Pharifees of this age,” falſe 
Theologers, and the naturally and legally pious peo- 
ple, and ſuch as are but half converted, whoſe minds 
are not yet free from wrath, and who look upon 
God as an endleſs furious Being towards all his crea- 
tures, becauſe their ſouls had never yet a due ſenſe 
of his infinite love and mercy towards. all his works: 
Kay, I am afraid that even many, otherwiſe well mean; 


ing ſouls, will be ſtirred up to fight againſt this holy 


doctrine, particularly thoſe who hold the traditions of 


their fathers for indiſputably divine truths, which they : 


have been obliged to ſwear to, and call them be 


hedge about the Lord's vineyard; for, finding ſome of 


them diametrically oppoſite to this bleſſed goſpel of 
the univerſal and impartial love of God, they will 
perhaps be enticed to declare it to be fanaticiſm, and 


a long condemned hereſy, which they think them- 


ſelves obliged to guard againſt. . But if the whole 
world, and all thoſe that are reckoned the wiſeſt and 
moſt pious, were to riſe up againſt it, this holy truth . 
will, nevertheleſs, make its way through all oppoſi- 

tion, and be applauded by the children of cruth. 
Je that ſtigmatize the propagators of this doc- , 

trine in the world, do but conſider” what is repre= 


ſented thereby! It is the moſt tender and at the ſame 


time moſt juſt mercy of our God, whereby the day 


ſpring from on high hath viſited us; in order to give 


alſo at laſt, /ight to them that fit in darkneſs and in the 


ſhadow of death, and to guide our feet into the ay of 


peace ! St. Luke i. 78, 79. Pray, what harm can this 


do? ? yu may proteſt againſt it as much as you 
pleaſe, 


F< a 


pleaſe, che wierd of:Solomon's bog on ag Ge, d 


ſoribing che majeſty of the love of; God, will nerer- 


thelefs be fund true, via. Love is ſtrong as death, 


#5 jealouſy is erutl (or hard) as che grave, (or hell, 


* to give:1t/ battle, and carry the day) the coals 
«© theredf are coe of fire, which hath a moſt vehey 
e ment flame. Many waters cannot quench love, 


55; neither can the floods drown it: if a man would 


igiee all che ſubſtance of his houſe for love, it 


5 would baht be banned W and 
Da ip W213 202i) Ariel 
12. Notts the e eee of God > ugivers | 
und everlaſting! love puaſt needs, for the ahovę- hen 


uoned rraſons, be hateful to the malevolent” devil; 
fo on the ceiatary, chat doctrine canuot bit very; much 
plenſe him, which teaches, thit lie will to all eternity, 
or while God exiſts, kxop, as hs ſubhects and flaves, 


ce far gtedter part of mankind, though purchaſed, by 
dhe blood of Jeſus our Saviour; which coffequently, | 
According tohis wiſh and pleaſure, 1ngeneral, and/very | 
nar entirely ſets at-nought : the intent of Chriſt's re- 

demption, and the divide love ind merey manifeſted 
whereby. And which teaches that the greateſt part of 
mankind, und all che fallen angels, ſhall always conti- 
mue rebels in heart againſt God, withott ever being 


brought down in true humility to worſhip God and 


Clxiſt n ſpirit! and in iruth; for the Fotber foekerb 


FOLLY io coorſbip bim, and will have no other ſubjecta 
hs 10 e g chan ſuch as ee * 1 TY iv. 
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enn. 2 2 and the Hfferont kund, of 
Ages, mentioned in the — F- 


1. The words For ever, | for ever and ever, aur 
ing, eternal, expreſſed in the Hebrew language by 
- ad, olam, olamim; and in the Greek language by 
aion, aionios, aionion, eis tous aienas ton aionon, &c. 


have not always the ſame, but different ſignifications 
in the * Ecripruves, as is well known to as 


learned. 2 a 1 4 


2. We may ay that in 2 tofu words : are uſed 


406 every long and hidden duration or continuance? of 


things, whether this duration be final and endleſs; or 
of ſuch a nature that, as it is not without beginning, 


rooted in the everlaſting and incorruptible being of 
God, and his creating power, but has had its begin- 


ning from the creature, and ſo muſt of neceſſitx 


_ ceaſe at laſt, and have an end; or infinite, that is of 


ſuch a nature that, as it had no beginning, either in 


reſpect to the real exiſtence or being of the thing 1t- 
ſelf, or in regard to its root and origin, ſo neceſſarily 


has no end, or may at leaſt be without end or * 


ceſſation. i | I 
3. Therefore, whenever we find the word aul, 
or everlaſting, in the holy Scriptures, we are not im- 
edintel to conclude that an abſolutely endleſs du- 
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E l be intended; but we ought firſt of all to 
2 14 | upon the nature and property of the things that 
azaare faid to be eternal or everlafting, and conſider 
| whether their nature will admit of an endleſs,'or only 
of a limited duration, and explain the word nnn 
accordingly. 
. That this is a true and irrefutable rule to be 
| ebfervedad all explanations and expoſitions, we are 
taught, as ſchool- boys, by the canon of logic; ſaying, 
preadjeata, intelligenda funt ſecundum ſubſtratam mate- 
riam: Or, Talia funt predicata, qualia permittuntur'eſſe 
a furs fubjeftis ; that is, That what 1s faid of a thing 
* muſt be underſtood in ſuch a manner as the nature 
' of the thing will allow of.“ Such, for inſtance, 
is the term preer, which is lodged in one perſon to 
command, or rule others. For this power is not the 
ſame in all perſons that have any command or go- 
vernment; it being of one kind in an abſolute em- 
peror, monarch, or king, and of another in a prince, 
and it is ſtill different in an earl, count, baron, or 
* gentleman. Nay, power may be different in a mayor or 
5 magiſtrate of a city, from that in a juſtice of the peace 
in che country; and yet there is ſome kind of power 
. theſe. So it is with reſpect to the word for ever, 
ever/aſting 5 all things which the Holy Spirit, in 
abs ſacred Scriptures, call everlaſting, are, in ſenſe, 
really ſo; that is, they have ſuch an exiſtence . and 
duration as is grounded on their nature, and eſpe- 
855 on the CO of God. For this the word ever. 
laſrng 
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ling really nene and nothing elſe, as 1 wi ens 
deavour to thew inconteſtibly before I have done 


For the word everla/ting is of a quite different extend 
when it is uſed to expreſs the duration of the being 
of God, than when it is attributed to thoſe creatures 
that have their being from God, and to the good 
which is derived from him; and again, it is ſtill dif- 
ferent when it is applied to ſin, and the evil of pu- 
niſhment. depending thereon, as coming from the 
creature alone without God. Now, if I fay that the 
word eternal, when applied to God in the Scriptures,” 
ſignifies an abſolurely endleſs duration, becauſe, God 
having no begitining, can have no end: and that when 
it is uſed of che creatures that have their” being from 
God, as alſo of their good and bleffed condition vhich 
they derive from him, it then lignifies ſach an eternal 
duration, which, as to the Teal exiſtence or being of 
things, has had its beginning, but is, or- may be, 
without end; becauſe God, in whoſe incorruptible, 
creating power, ſuch things are rooted, has neither 
beginning not end. If any ſhould infer from hence, 
that the word eternal, or everlaſting, muſt alſo ſigniff ©. 
an abſolutely endleſs duration, when it is uſed to ex- 
preſs the continuance of ſin and the evil of puniſh- 
ment depending thereon, in this and the next ſtate; - 
ſuch a conception would be more abſurd than it 
would be to imagine the power of a country juſtice 
of the peace to be the ſame with that of an abſolute 


monarch or king. A | 
om £3 5. They 


- 4% 2 


5. Therefore to bah ue and iis hn of 
8 words for euer, for ever and ever, everlaſting, and 
#&ernal, wherever they occur in Scripture, we have 
to obſerve, that all the ererniries or ages mentioned 
therein, are chiefly/ divided into three forts, and may 
be diſtinguiſhed. accordingly ; as in ſome meaſure 
appears from the preceding zen and is well 
known to people of underſtanding | 
6. The firſt ſort of eternities pas in Serip- 
ture, may be called AÆternitas abſolute inſinita a parte 
ante et Polt, that is, an abſolutely endleſs eternity; or, 
ſuch a duration as has neither beginning nor end. 
Ci! This is always the meaning of the word eternal or 
| K everlaſting, when it is applied to the Divine Being 
and his attributes; ſince God is IRROVAR, or that 
ſupreme ſelf. exiſtent Being, which, as he never had 

a beginning, but has been in and of himſelf from 
everlaſtiue, giving all other things their . ſo 
neither can he ever have an end. 
bY Gen. xxi: 33. And Abraham planted a grove in 
= < Beerſheba, and called there on the name of J no- 
=. 00 VAR, the everlaſting God. 
il 2 Exodus xv. 18. | Jenovan ſhall 0 wr ever 

c and ever. 

r "EIS the mountains were brought 
; * forth, or ever thou hadſt formed the earth and the 
| = * world; even from ever/a//ing to everlaſting =o: art 
1 God. + 


* pO oe) 
War eughvl ig are ag 


-- 


Pſalm 


66 


Plat xciii. 2. <6 Thy throne is eſtabliſhed of old 
*« thou art from everlaſting.” Dy * 

Jer. x. 10. But Jefovanr is the true God; he 
<< 15 the living God, and an everlaſting King.“ 7 
Kev. iv. 9, 10.“ And when thoſe living animals 
& give glory, and honour, and thanks to him that 
« ſat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, the 
« four and twenty elders fall down before him that 
e {at on the throne, and Nee him that liveth fir 
&«& ever and ever, Ro. ta 

' 5. The ſecond. fort of ages or cternities that the 
holy Scriptures ſpeak of, we may call Æternitas infi- 
nita a parte poſt; that is, ſuch an endleſs eternity or 
duration, which, although it has a beginning, yet 
will never have an end. This is intended by the 
word everlaſting, when it is applied to the exiſtence 
of thoſe rational creatures which God hath made, and 
to the good which comes from God. Such is, for 
inſtance, the beatitude and glory of believers in tie 
world to come. For, although the good that is to 
be found in the creatures, together with their ex- 
iſtence, as diſtinct beings, has not always been, but 
has had a beginning, nevertheleſs it has abſolutely an 
eternal root in God, in his almighty and incorruptible 
creating power, which is as ancient as God himſelf, 
becauſe it is the ſame with God; and therefore his 
creatures, which, according to his wiſdom, by his 
power, and for his pleaſure, he hath created, may, 


and doubtleſs ſhall be preſerved in exiſtence to all 
E 3 ages, 
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ages; or while God exiſts, and their final ſtate of . 
pineſs ſhall be of the ſame duration. 

Iſaiah xlv. 17. Iſrael ſhall be faved in Janoy an 
e withan everlaſting ſalvation; ye ſhall aot be aſhamed 
nor confounded world ꝛvit hout end. 

Dan. xii. 3. And they that he wiſe ſhall ſhine as 
* the brightneſs of the firmament, and they that 
turn an to e as the ſtars for er ever and 


e ever.” 


St. John iii. 15, 16% - That wholatyer believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. 
* For God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only 
* begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 


* ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting | life.” 


Ver, 36. © He that believeth on che Son hath ur. 


lafting life.” 
Chap. iv. 14. The water that I ſhall give him 


10 ſhall be in him a well of water ſpringing FE into 


® everlaſting life.“ 
Chap. v. 24. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, He 


. that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
s ſent me, hath everleſting life, and ſhall not come 
&« into condemnation, but is paſſed from death ito 


« life.” 
Chap. vi. 27. ö Labour not for the meat ck 


* periſheth, but for that meat which maure unto 


© 


« everlaſting life.” 
Ver. 40. And this is the will of him that ſent 


ac me, that every one who leeth the Son, and believeth 


85 on 


* 
© on him, may have everlaſting life : and 1 will raiſe 
5 him up at the laſt day“ 9224 

Ver. 45. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, het thas 
6e believeth on me hath everlaſting. life.. 2004 

Ver. 54. Whoſo eateth my fleſh and: drinketls 
ce my blood hath eternal life: WE. I wall raife him * 
6 at the laſt day.“ 

Ver. 68. Lord, to whom ſhall we e go? ? thou haſt 
the words of eternal lite.” 

Chap. x. 28. And J give unto them eternal life z 
<« andthey ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall my h 
* them out of my hand.” 

Chap. X11. 25. He that loveth his life ſhall loſs 
“ it, and he that hateth his life in thas world ſhall 
« keep it unto life eternal.“ 77 

Ver. 50. And I know that his ( Father " 
** commandment is lite everlaſting.” | 

Chap. xvii. 2. As thou haſt g given him power 
© over all fleſh that he ſhould give eternal life to aa 
* many as thou haſt given him: J 
Ver. 3. And this is life eternal, that they might 
* know thee, the only true God, and 1 Chriſt 
* whom thou haſt ſent.” — _ 

All theſe paſſages, and many more that might 15 
brought, intend the ſecond kind of eternities or 
ages: viz. thoſe that have a W but tak 
never have an end. 

8. The third ſort of eternities N in hs 


holy Scriptures, may be called Aternitas periodica 3 
| E 4 that 


( 32 ) 

that. is, ſuch an age or duration of things which is 112 
mited within a certain period of time, longer or ſhort- 
er, that has its certain beginning and end; ſince the 
things to which ſuck an gion, or for ever, are aſcribed! 
are not to laſt to an endleſs duration. In this ſenſe 
the words:for ever, everlaſting, &c. are very frequently 
uſed in the Scriptures, BOW! of the 0 and New 
Teſtament. 

Here we will only ledge ſome If the pine 
and chiefeſt places. As for inſtance, the Holy Spi- 
rit calls a man's life-time here on earth an eternity, or 
for ever, Exod. xxi. 6. Deut. xv. * I OT 22 
Philemon, ver. 15. 


- Secondly, the Lütten "riefiiood, 1 divine 


. worſhip of the Old Teſtament, which was inſtituted 
by God only for a certain time, viz. until the time 
of Reformation, as the Holy | Ghoſt expreſſes it, 


Heb. ix. 10. that is until the coming of Chriſt, who 


is the end of the law. This time, or period, is called 


an eternity, or for ever, in the following paſſages: 
Exod: xii. 14, 17. chap. xxvil. 21. chap. xxvitt. 48. 
chap. xxix. 28. chap. xxx. 21. chap. xxxi. 16, 17. 


cChap. xl. 15. Levit. iii. 17. chap. vi. 13, 18, 22. 


chap. vii. 34, 36. chap. x. 9, 16. chap. Xvi. 29, 31, 34. 
chap. xvii. . chap. xxiii. 14, 21, 31, 41. chap! 
XXIV. 3, 9. Numb. x. 8. chap. xv. 15. chap. xviii. 
8, 11, 19, 23. chap. xix. 10. chap! xxv. 13. Peut. 
xvlii. * "Thabo are on 10 00 be 58 ever, Ieverlaſuing, 
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or perpetiial, and yet were only for a certain pig 


as is evident to all Chriſtians. 7 
*”F hirdly, the time before Chriſt's pear and 


| the preaching of the Goſpel- by the Apoſtles, i in the 
- whole world, is called 7 chronois atoniois } the _— 
age, Rom. xvi. 25. And the - Apoſtle ſays 


Chriſt appeared 1 in the end of 1 ton —_— the verh. 0 
or age, Heb. ix. 266. ET 
Fourthly, in Ws and in a enn ſenſe, the 


period of time, or the ages, both of this preſent and 


the next world, which in ſome meaſure both ſubſiſt 
together, and ſucceed one another, and being linked 
like one chain, and reach even unto that eternity. 
when the Son of God, after the conſummation of all 
his works, ſhall deliver up the kingdom to his 
Father, and himſelf, though without the leaſt dimi- 
nution of his glory, be ſubject unto him who put 
all things under him, that God may be All in. AW, 
in that only endleſs and till eternity of God, into 
which at laſt, all limited or periodical erernities ſhall 
be changed, or, in the ſweeteſt manner return, as 
into the head - ſpring from which they flowed. Heb. 
xi. 3. compared with Ephel. 1 i. 21. Chap. ii. T> 1 Cor. 2 
xv.— 28. Rev. xi. 15. | 
Fifthly, this preſent wicked world or age, which 
is to have an end at the comingrof Chriſt, is called 
by the ſame word that is rendered elſewhere for ever, 
OT eternity. St. Matt. xii. 32. chap. xi. 22, 39, 
40, 49. chap. xxiv. 3. chap. Xxviii. 20. St. Mark 
EET e 3 


0 54 3 
Iv. 19. St. Luke i. 70. chap. xvi. 8. chap. xx. 5 
St. John, ix. 32. Acts iii. 21. Xv, 18. Rom. Xii. 2. 
1 Cor, i. 20. chap. ii. 6, 7. chap. iii. 18. chap. viii. 13. 
chap. x. 11. 2 Cor. iv. 4. Gal. i. 4. Epheſ. 1. 21. 
chap. vi. 12. 1 Tim. vi. 17. ad i. 9: -chap. 
IV. 10. I i. 2. chap. th 124: > nx nn 75 on 


* 


* 
0 
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N. B. Inall theſe laſt places of Scripture, the Engliſh 
tranſlation now in uſe has the word world, but the 
Greek original has the word aion, or ſome of its de- 
riyatives, which is nothing like 2w9r/d, but properly 
fignifies the ' preſent age, which muſt end, though it 
is called by the ſame name which is applied to the 
life to come, and is rendered for ever, or eternity; 
but whereby, in theſe places, can be underſtood no- 
thing more than the duration or continuance of the 
time of this wicked age of the world, which 1 5 my 
wo lk] till the 00mng of Chriſt, 75 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
| i 

To which ſort of Eternilies the ETERNITY of the evil, 
and the puniſhment depending thereon, ETERNAL 
DAMNATION, as it is called, belongs. WP 


1. As ſoon as the evil or ſin, is ſevered from the 
creatures, the puniſhment thereof ceaſes. For in is 
the Hing of death, 1 Cor. xv. 56. Now when. this 
ſting comes to be deſtroyed, then the pain and wound- 
ing of death diſcontinues too; as a fire muſt go out 
as ſoon as it wants combuſtibles. 

2. On the contrary, ſo long as the evil, or Gi 


ſubſiſts in the creatures, either within or without, or 
at leaſt within, ſo long, the puniſhment of fin will 


continue upon them both in this and the next world; 
So long will the wrath of God abide on them; for 
his indignation reſteth e ſinners, ſo long as they 


continue in ſin. 
« He that believeth not is i 05 


« becauſe he hath not believed in the name of the 


* only begotten Son of God.” St. John i 111. 18. 


« He that believeth not the Son ſhall not ſee, life z 3 


e but the wrath of God abideth on him.” ver, 36. 
** God is angry with the wicked every day,” Pfal. 


vii. 141. 


« Suffer not thy mouth to cauſe thy fleſh to fin : 


* neither lay thou before the angel that it was an 
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4. Many and terrible are the plagues and Nin. 
ments which God often in this world infli⸗ 


- Heredfter,” The ſcriptures ſpeak of them in the 


* 
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& error: wherefore ſhould God be angry at thy 
ce voice, and deſtroy the works of thine hands?“ 
Eccleſ. v. 6. 

3. Now, ſince many thouſands of ming a: of the 
fallen- creatures do not only'go on in wiekedneſs to 
the end of their days in this world, but WII alſo be 
wicked in the world to come; io 1 it follows: that not 
only in this world or age, but particularfy” 1 that 
which is to come, as being under the ſevere hut juſt 
judgment of God, they muſt be e cording 
to their deeds done in the body. G I, 


ON 
wicked creatures; but they are nothing to tog pu- 
nithments and torments that will come upon 


dreadful terms and phraſes, which are enough, to 
make one's hair ſtand erect. But ah! how Horrfid 
and inſupportable will they be to endure in reality . 

See Deut. xxxii. 34, 35, 40, 41. Pſal. vii. 12, 13. 


Pfal. xi. 6. "Ph. Ixxiii. 17, 18, 1 9, 20. Ifajah * 


33. chap. Xxxiii. 14. chap. I. 11. chap. XV. I 14; 
135 chap. Ixvi. 24. Ezek. XXII. 14. St. Matt. I, 
I2. chap. v. 22, 29, 30. chap. vii. 19. chap N. 
chap. x1. 40, 41, 42, 49, 50. chap. xvili. 8, 3 3h 
chap. xxn.-14; 33. chap. XXIV. 51. chap. x 

41, 46. St. Mark 11. 29. chap. ix. 42 45 
St. Luke xil. 46, 47, 48. chap. XIli. 25, 26, 27, 28. 
Chap. xvi. 23, 24, 25, 26. 2 ThelT. i. 8. 9. Nt 


VP (- F 


ji. 2, 3. chap. vi. 8. chap. x. 29, 30; 31. 1 Peter 
iv. 17, 18, 2 Pet. ii. 3, 17. chap. iii. 7. Jude ver. 
13, 14, 15. Rev. xiv. 10, II. Chap. xix. 3, 20. chap. 
Xx. IO, 14, 15. chap: Xxi. 8. chap. xxii 15, 18, 19. 
5. But the puniſhments of wicked creatures in the 
future ſtate will not only be terrible beyond deſcrip- 
tion; but they will alſo laſt eternally, that is, they will 
be of a. true aionion duration, according to their na- 
ture. Therefore as I do fincerely believe an eternal 


happineſs, ſo ſincerely do I believe an eternal damna- 


tion; that is, a future condemnation of the wicked, 
to thoſe puniſhments of the next world, which ac- 
cording to the dialect of the Holy - Ghoſt, may be 
juſtly called eternal or aionion. See St. Matt, iii. 12. 
chap; xviii. 8. chap. xxv. 41, 46. St. Mark iii. 297 
chap: ix. 43 ——48. 2 Theſſ. i. 9. Jude ven 94. 
Rev. Xxiv. 11. Chap. xix. 3. chap. xx. 10. So that 
in truth no perſon can accuſe. me of denying that 
eternal damnation, wherewith God in his word, has 
threatened the wicked, without ſinning againſt the 
ninth commandment, which if any one does, I hear- 
tily pray God to forgive him. 

6. But ſince the very ſame Spirit of Truth, which 
ſo very ſolemnly threatens the devils and all hardened 
ſinners with eternal damnation, doth alſo on the other 
hand in holy writ, with great emphaſis teſtify of 
God's everlaſting and unhounded love towards all his 
creatures, of the eternal and general redemption of 
our Saviour, and, in ſhort, of the final renovation - 
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and reſtoration of all eorrapt creatures, and conſe- 
quently of their univerſal and happy ſubjection, in 
the kingdom of God and of Chriſt, where every crea- 


ture ſhall praiſe God; as has been already ſhewn, 


and ſhall be moſt clearly demonſtrated in the r2th 
chapter of this treatiſe, you muſt needs think that as 
a ſimple ſcholar of heavenly wiſdom, I am obliged to 
take both for divine and conſiſtent truths. And 
therefore I reckon the eternity the euil, aud the pu- 
niſhmeus depending thereot, neither to the firſt; nor to 
the ſecond, but to the third fort of eternities deſcribed 
in the foregoing chapter; becauſe ſuch evil, and the 
puniſhment thereof, has no everia/ing root in God, (as 
the creatures themſelves, and the good that is im- 
parted to then by God have) but is of. the creatures, 


and during the. created ages rug rt —— of 
their own creaturely Will. 5 


7. It may be ſome wilt . thas hs * 


en e our 


a mere pretence and play- work, ſince my maintain- 


ig dhe Reſtoration of all things obliges me to be- 


lieve that ſuch eternal damnation muſt at laſt come to 


an end, and chat conſequently; my pretended true eter- 


vity of puniſhmexts in the next world, is no eternity at all. 
To this] anſwer, That no man, let him be whoſoever he 
will, muſt pretend to ſet; up for a reformer of the 
language of the eternal wiſdom of God, which calls 


elamim, aidnas, or eternities, not only the abſolutely 
endleſs duration of the Divine himſelf, and of 
0 


(88 5 


| thoſe things which may ſubſiſt in him without end, 


but alſo ſuch durations of things which are bounded 
within certain periods of time, as has been fully 
proved 1n the preceding chapter, ſo that the matter is 
as clear as day-light. 

Can the Spirit of Truth ;aſtly. call a man's . 
ce on earth, an atona, age, for ever, or eternity, 
which very often falls ſhort of fiſty years? With 
how much more juſtice may he-call that period eter- 
nity, wherein the evil angels and men, ſhall, by a 


juſt judgment, be baniſhed from che preſence of 


God; which doubtleſs will contain our ſhort -life- 


| time many hundreds of times multiplied? for which 
reaſon alſo, ;this frightful, long, but juſt period of 


the - manifeſted wrath of God, is called in ſome 


places of Seripture, not merely aion, or eternity - 
but is expreſſed by aionas ton aionon, that is ages of dg 
or eternity of eternities. Rev. xiv. 14; chap. xix. 3. 
Chap. xx. 10. Lord God preſerve us all from this 
eternity! It will be too long to thoſe that come into 
it, and we have no occaſion, contrary to- truth, to 
make it AP Longer than the _ of T ruth. Gs 


made it. 

8. Some pretend, thac the eternity of FEY 5 che 
eterrinl damnation depending thereon, muſt be. an 
abſolutely endleſs eternity, and laſt as long as the 
being of God himſelf, becauſe it is in ſome places of 


Scripture, compared with the eternal happineſs of 


me children of God, and its duration expreſſed | in 
the 
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the fame words; ſo that if the eternity of damnatioft 


was to ceaſe, we muſt conclude that of eternal glory 
muſt have an end too. St. Matt. xxv. 46. Rev. 
xiv. 11. chap, xix. 3. chap. xx. 10. wy wich 
858. Xi. 15. chap. xx11. 5. | 
9. As plauſible as this objection ſeems to be, os 
empty it is, if we go to the bottom thereof. We 
will at preſent anſwer to it, firſt, That all ſuch as 
advance this objection againſt the eternal and univer- 
fal Redemption; turn their own weapon againſt 
themſelves, and unknowingly participate of a great 
error, which they will never own themſelves to be 
guilty of; for, let theſe people only conſider, that if 
we are obliged to conclude, according to their opi- 
nion, that the eternity of pain and the eternity of 
glory muſt be of an exactly equal extent and length, 


becauſe they are both compared together in the Scriptures, 


and their duralion is expreſſed in the ſame words; then 
it muſt alſo neceffarily follow, that the evil and pu- 
niſhment depending thereon, muſt have been from 


all eternity, and either without any beginning atall, 


or muſt at leaſt have an endleſs root in God, and 
conſequently be itſelf God, or his creature. This 
latter is the caſe with the eternal glory and happineſs. 


For, although the creature's real enjoyment of the 


eternal happineſs and glory begins here in time, yet 
the eternal happineſs and glory, or the glorious 
kingdom of God itſelf, is without any beginning, and 
exiſted in and with God, ever ſince God himſelf has 


been, that is from all inconceivable eternity; and 
: muſt 


( 62-7] 

muſt-therefore, certainly, exiſt ſo long as God himſelf, 
who is the only ſource of all true beatitude and glory, 
ſhall exiſt. See St. Matt. xxv. 34, compared with 
Epheſ. 3 

If the eternity of the evil is in every reſpect to an- 
ſwer to the extenſion of the eternity of glory inand with 
God, then the extenſion of the eternity of the evil, 
muſt be backwards as well as forwards, and conſe- 
quently has been from all inconceivable eternity, and 
ever ſince God himſelf has exiſted; the holding of 
which would reſemble the hereſy of the ancient Ma- 
nichees, as much as one egg does another. . 

Again, if any one would ſay, that the equality of 
theſe two eternities, of the evil and of the good, is 
not backwards, but forwards, that is, although the 
evil, to wit, ſin and the puniſhment depending 
thereon, was not without beginning, as the eternal 
happineſs, conſidered in itſelf, and according to its 
nature was; yet that the eternity of the evil is with- 
outend ; and, forwards, of the ſame extenſion with the 
eternity of glory; he muſt know, that if this exten- 
ſion is not to be the ſame, as well backwards as for- 
wards, it wants a great deal of being every way 
alike; and, if my adverſary is obliged, to avoid 
falling into hereſy, to ſhorten it one way, why ſhould 
not I have liberty, for good and weighty reaſons, to 
cut it ſhort another way? 

I anſwer, ſecondly, that it is altogether falſe that the 
Scripture always, whenever it uſes the words gion, 

F gionios, 


aionios, or for ever, of two contrary things, thereby 
neceſſarily underſtands an equally long duration of 
both. I will here only alledge three plain paſſages of 
Scripture, which prove the contrary. Pleaſe to look 
into the Greek text of St. Matt. x11. 32. St. Luke 
Xx. 34, 35. Epheſ. i. 21. In theſe places this pre- 
ſent world, and the future, or next world, are com- 
_ pared together, where it is ſaid in the Greek, accord- 
ing to the Scripture ſtile, en touto to aioni, oute en to 
| mellonti; ton aionos toutou, ton aionos ekinou; en to aioni 
toutou, en to mellonti ; that is, this eternity, or age, and 
the eternity, or age to come. But by this eternizy, or. 
age, nothing elſe is meant but this world, or the pre- 
ſent period of time, which has begun with the fall of 
man, and will end with the coming of Chriſt; and 
by the next world is intended that period of Chris 
future reign in his manifeſted glory. But if by the 
words aion, aionios, eternity, or eternal, we are always 
: to underſtand an equally long duration, even when 
they are uſed of contrary things, it muſt neceſſarily 
follow from the above quoted texts of Scripture, that 
the future world, wherein Chriſt is to reign in his 
glory, is to laſt no longer than this preſent wicked 
world; for the periods of both worlds are expreſſed by 
the Holy Spirit, according to his uſual way of 
ſpeaking, by one and: the ſame word, namely, azon, 
eternity, or age, as is alſo the duration of the future 
damnation and happineſs, St. Matt. xxv. 46. But 


who of. the oppoſers of the Reſtoration of all things 
| will 
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| ( 63 ) 
will allow of this, eſpecially as long as by the future 
world they underſtand an endleſs eternity, according 
to the common hypotheſis ? x 
Thirdly and laſtly, if our adverſaries will abſolutely 
have it ſo, that the glorious reign of Chriſt with his 
elect, and the ſtate of damnation and unhappineſs of 
the poor crearures caſt into the fiery lake, muſt be 
two equally long eternities, and we ſhould even grant 
them this too, they would gain nothing at all by it 
againſt the bleſſed doctrine of the Reſtoration. + That 
economy, therefore, and ſort of government of Chrift 
and his elect, during which all enemies muſt be put 
under Chriſt's feet, and all rebellious creatures in 
reality made ſubject unto God and Chriſt, after the 
abolition of death, and fin which is the ſting of death; 
that ceconomy, I ſay, will certainly have an end; 
namely, at that period when Chriſt's aim is obtained, 
and the Son himſelf ſhall be ſubject to Him that put 
all things under his feet. But hereby is not meant 
that the kingdom of. Chriſt itſelf ſhall ceaſe, which, 
according to the word of God is to have no end. 
St. Luke i. 33. But it will rather through ſuch ſub- 
jection of Chriſt under God his Father, get an infi- 
nitely greater luſtre. So that we muſt well. diſtin- 
guiſh between the particular government of Chriſt and 
his ele, and the kingdom of Chrift and his believers 
as one with the kindom of his heavenly Father. 
The frft will certainly ceaſe, and conſequently the 
eternities of eternities, or ages of ages, appointed for 
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it will end; but the /atzer is to laſt for evermore, or 


to all eternity. Now, as long as the ſaid eternities 
or ages of the particular government of Chriſt are to 
laſt and ſucceed one another, ſo long will alſo laſt 


the eternities or ages of pain in the fiery lake: for as 


ſoon as all enemies are conquered, and every creature 
is brought to true obedience and ſubjection under 
God and Chriſt, he will deliver up the kingdom to 
the Father. Therefore both theſe cternities are of an 
exactly like long duration. 


CHAPTER IN. 


Of the different Sorts or Degrees of Damnation : that is, 


of the firſt and ſecond Death, or of the Priſons of 
the Sea, Death, and Hell, and of the Fiery Lake. 


1. ALL puniſhing juſtice, if it be worthy of the 


name of juſtice, requires that the puniſhment be in 


proportion and according to the nature of the fin, 


and the ſituation of the finner. So we find that even 
in this world a righteous judge inflicts no greater 
puniſhment on a malefactor than his crime deſerves; 
nay, his ſevereſt puniſhments are uſually mitigated, 
and mixed with ſome mercy.” 

2. Now, fince thoſe men, who in their unaltered 
ſinful condition are carried off into the other world, 
and after their departure abide under the wrath of 


God, 
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God, (St. John, iii. 36.) are not all alike wicked, but 
ſome have ſinned a great deal more than others, and 
conſequently, through the growth of their inward ini- 
quity are become more conformable unto the devil 
than others; ſo it follows of itſelf, that the puniſh- 
ments which the Divine juſtice will inflict upon the 
depraved creatures in the next world, will be unequal, 
and in proportion to the heinouſneſs and greatneſs of 
their crimes ; ſome puniſhments being very ſevere - 
and long, and others more tolerable and ſhorter. 
This the holy Scripture plainly evidences in ſeveral 
places. St. Matt. v. 22. chap. x. 15. chap. xi. 22, 
2% It; Lake, . = 14: * chap: xa 48. 
Wiſdom, vi. 5, 6, 7, 8. 

3. All puniſhments inflicted on the creatures for 
their fin, or whereby their fin is as it were rewarded, 
both in this, and in the next world, are compre- 
hended in this one word, Death; as the Scripture 
ſays, The wages of /in is death. Rom. vi. 23. 

4. By this we may fee the truth of the divine 
threatening, and how preciſely it was fulfilled, and 
is daily fulfilled before our eyes, when God threat- 
ened our firſt parents, that in the ſelf-ſame day, that 
they ſhould eat of the forbidden fruit, they ſhould 
ſurely die. Gen. ii. 17. compared with chap. 11. 6, 75 
8, 9, 10, &c. For, from the moment that they 
ſinned, they incurred God's wrath and diſpleaſure, 
loſt the Divine image, got an evil conſcience, which 
pr them in fear, anxiety and terror; and, in ſhort, 

F 3 they 


( 66 ) 
they brought upon themſelves all ſorts of ſpiritual 
and bodily plagues and torments. All this is called, 
in the language of the Holy Ghoſt, death, and is the 
wages of fin, or that wherewith ſin pays thoſe, Who, 
like ſoldiers, ſerve and obey it. St. John, viii. 34. 
« Wholoever committeth fin, is the ſervant'of fin.” 
5. So that if we take the word dee/h in its moſt 
extenſive and complete ſenſe, the beginning of it is 
not only when we die bodily, and our ſouls are ſepa- 
rated from their bodies; but it had its beginning 
with all men, in the very moment when ſin entered 
into our nature; becauſe death is as naturally in /n, 
as pain is in ſickneſs. Rom. v. 12. © By one man 
« fin entered into the world, and death by fin; and 
<« ſo death paſſed upon all men, for all have ſin- 
ta ed. 
6. Wherefore the holy Spd ſpeaks very em- 
phatically of ſuch men as are converted to God in 
this time of grace, that they have paſſed from death 
unto life, St. John, v. 24. Epheſ. ii. 1. And you 
* hath he quickened who were dead in treſpaſſes and 
* fins.? ; Sec allo; ver. 5. and Col, ii. 13. conſe- 
quently they muſt have been really in death before 
their converſion, when they were the ſervants of fin. 
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be 
&« ſpiritually minded is life and peace.” Rom. vill. 6. 
7. Now, as death has begun in man with fin, fo 
the more fin increaſes in man, the more the power 


and violence of death increaſes alſo ; in the ſame 
manner 


E 


manner as the pain and corruption of the body in- 
creaſeth with the ſickneſs. For when we were in 
* the fleſh, the motions of fin which were by the 
law did work in our members to bring forth fruit. 
« unto death.“ Rom. vii. 5. 

And if men take ſin with them out of this world 
into the next, they likewiſe carry death with them. 
If they come to the higheſt degree of ſin and wicked- 
neſs, (which in the Scripture is called the blaſphemy | 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and the fin unto death. See St. 
Matt. xit. 31, 32. St. Mark, iii. 28, 29. St. Luke, 
X11, Io. 1 John, v. 16.) and thereby take upon 
themſelves the perfect reſemblance of the devil, who 
ſeduced them to fin, then they will be baniſhed with 
him into the outermoſt regions of darkneſs and 
death ; that 1s, precipitated into the loweſt hell, or the 
lake burning with fire and brimſtone. St. Matt. viii. 
12. chap. XX11. 13. Chap. xxv. 30. Deut. xxxii. 22. 
compared with Rev. xx. 10. ver. 15. Chap. xxi. 8. 

8. If I was to give a general and ſcriptural deſcrip- 
tion of death, which is the wages of fin, that is, of all 
that which the Holy Ghoſt means by death both in 
this and the other world, 1t would be as follows: | 

Death, as the wages of fin, is nothing elſe but the 
< miſerable and wretched condition of creatures lying 
„under the dominion of fin, and conſequently un- 
der the wrath of God, eating of the fruit of their own 
© way, Prov. i. 3 1. and of the fleſh, to which they ſowed, 


reaping corruption, Gal. vi. S. that is, feeling andexpe- 
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riencing through God's Juſt Judgment, both in this 
and the next world, all forts of ſpiritual and bo- 
dily plagues, flowing quite naturally from their fin 
and wickedneſs, and being in proportion and ac- 
cording to the nature thereof ; 1n order that they 
may be thus convinced, how bad and abominable 
that 1s which they have choſen for themſelves 
againſt the will of God: and fo at laſt, to the 
everlaſting praiſe and glory of God's juſtice and 
mercy, made by theſe rough and ſevere means 
truly ſubject to God the Father of all ſpirits, and 
to his moſt beloved and only begotten Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom he has appointed Lord over all 
things, both in this age, and that which is to 


come.“ See 1 Cor. xv. 25, 28. compared with 


Pfal, cxlv. 8, 9, 10. Pfal. cl. 6. Rev. v. 13. Epheſ. 
i. 20, 21, 22. Phil. ii. 9, 10,11. . 

9. This deſcription takes in all the different kinds 
of death which divines generally diſtinguiſh by bodily, 


ſpiritual, and eternal death: fince the painful ſepara- 


tion of foul and body, with all foregoing bodily af- 
fliftions, (which is uſually called natural death;) then 
the want and loſs of the divine image and the grace 
of God, (being called the ſpiritual death;) and laſtly, 
the woful condition of the damned in hell, either in 
ſoul alone, or both in foul and body, (which gene- 
rally goes by the name of eternal death;) are in a man- 


ner but parts of death, if we take the word in its 
compleateſt ſenſe. 


10. Concerning 
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10. Concerning the bodily or natural death in par- 
ticular; whereby the ſoul and body of man are ſepa- 
rated, it may be juſtly called according to Scripture, 
Firſt, with reſpect to believers, a paſſage from death into 
the true eternal life, a putting off all mortality, or a per- 


feet deliverance from the body of death, which in this 


world they were obliged to bear, and to carry about 


them as an heavy burden. And in this view the ha- 


tural death is ſo far from being terrible to the righte- 
ous, that it is deſirable. See 2 Cor. v. 1—9. Phil. i. 


23. Rev. xiv. 1 3. Hai bw: ::162, Wild. me T, 24 


35 K. 
But, e with reſpect to the wicked and? un⸗ 


believers, we may by rights call it, a paſſage out. of one 


miſerable land of death into another which is much 1 * 


miſerable aud terrible. See St. Luke xvi. 22, 23. 

11. But the propereſt diviſion of death is to e 
guiſh it according to the Scripture by the fut and ſe- 
cond death. It is true that we do not find the namę 
of firft death in Scripture, but the denomination of 
Second death implies it. For if there is a Second death 
there muſt neceſſarily be a fir death, which is antece- 
dent to the ſecond; becauſe, without it the'name:of> 
Second death, would be without any meaning. But as; 
the term Second death, is four times mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, (ſee Rev. ii. 11. chap. xx. ver. 6, 14. chap. xxi. 8.) 
it is certainly uſed with deſign, and implies a fr 


death. 
1-2; Knowing 
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12. Knowing from what has been ſaid above, that 
death inſeparably hangs together with fin, and as na- 
turally follows upon it, as the wages follow any ſer- 
vice, and that fin and death are as much connected as 
pain and fickneſs; beſides, the holy Scriptures having 
given us a preciſe definition of the ſecond death, viz. 
that it is 2 Yake burning with fire and brimflone, (ſee 
Rev. xx. 14. Chap. xxi. 8.) we may eafily compre- 
hend what is meant by the frft death. 

13. The rf death, therefore, is nothing elſe but 
tha miſerable and painful condition both of ſoul and 
body, which men are in while they are under the do- 
minion of fin, and at the ſame time under the wrath 
of God; which, wretched ſtate began the moment they 
fell into fin, and if they are not redeemed from it in 
this preſent time of grace, it will continue after the 
ſeparation of body and ſoul, under many dreadful 
puniſhments and torments, and will grow worſe and 
worſe, till at the laſt judgment, they are either deli- 
vered from it through the endleſs mercies of God, 
being ſufficiently humbled, and ſo found written in 
the Book of Life; Rev. xx. 12, 15. 1. Pet. iii. 19. 
compared with chap. iv. 6. Hoſea xiii. 14. Or, if 
the Divine Juſtice finds; it adequate to their iniquity, 
they are from the firſt death committed to the ſecond, 
to receive the full meaſure of the wrath of God burn- 
ing over them. Rev. xx. 14, 13. Chap. xxi. 8. 

14. This fr death, if repreſented by the figure of 
2 tyrant, has, as it were, two chief provinces and re- 

gions 
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gions where it bears ſway, arid exerciſes its power, 
viz. Firſt, the province of this preſent wicked world, 
and the time before the ſeparation of the foul and 
body, where men in this world are under the domi- 
nion of fin and the power of death. And ſecondly, 
the woful rendezyous, or place of torment of the im. 
pure ſouls of the deceaſed, and the time after the ſe- 
paration of ſoul and body, until the great day of judg- 
ment, where men, going out of this world in an un- 
converted condition, muſt remain under the wrath. of 
God, and in death, not ſeeing life. ee 
That not only the unhappy ſtate of men after cheir 
deceaſe, but alſo their ſinful condition by nature in 
this world, where they are ſervants to ſin, is a part of 
death, the Scripture tells us in plain words, calling 
ſuch a ſtate, darkness and the ſhadow of death, St. 
Luke i. 79. Yea, repreſenting them as dead who 
live in ſin; St. Luke xv. 24, 32. Epheſ. ii. 15. 
Col. ii. 13. 1 John iii. 14. and that ſuch-who live 
in ſenſual pleaſure are dead while they live. 1 Tim. 
v. 6. They are called l;ving, becauſe they enjoy as 
yet a natural life, common with brutes: but they are 
dead, becauſe they want the ſpiritual life, (Epheſ. iv. 
18.) which properly diſtinguiſhes men from brutes, 
and makes them truly men, that is, creatures in che 
image of God. | | 
153. The doleful regions of the fr 43 into 
which unbelieyers are baniſhed after their diſſolution, 


have many denominations in holy Scripture. They 
axe 
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are for inſtance called, The lower parts of the earth, 
Pſal. Ixiii. 9. The nether parts of the earth, Ezek. xxxi. 
14 18. chap. xxxii. 18 32. The pit wherein 
is ng water, Zech. ix. 11. The grave, or bell, and 
death, Pal. xlix. 14, 15. Hoſea x111. 14. The ſides of 
the pit, Iſaiah xiv. 15. compared with ver. 9, and 19. 
The darkneſs aud deep, Pſal. Ixxxviii. 6. compared 
with Pal. Ixxi. 20. Darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth, St. Matt. viii. 12. chap. xxu: 13. 
chap. xxv. 30. QDarkness and the ſhadow of death, 
where ſuch as have vebelled againſt the words of God, 
and contemned the counsel of the moft High, fit bound-in 
affiiftion and iron. Pal. cvii. 10, 11. The prison, 1 
Pet. iii. 19. Iſai. xlii. 7. Hell, or the place of tor- 
ment, where the ſouls of the wicked are tormented as 
in a ſſame of fire, without being able to come at the 
leaſt drop of water to quench their thirſt, which place 
is ſeparated from the delightful manſions of the bleſſed 
by a great gulph. See St. Luke xvi. 23—28. To 
theſe names may be added that of the abyss, or Bot- 
tomless pit, wherein Satan will be kept priſoner during 
the bleſſed 7honusand years of the reign of our Lord 


and Saviour on the earth, Rev. xx. 2, 3, 7. 


All which different names and denominations, 
ſhew plainly enough that the woful regions of the 
firſt death muſt contain ſeveral priſons: and in a cer- 
tain place of Scripture, they are expreſſiy divided 
into three head-quarters, viz. the Sea, Death, (ſo 
called in a particular manner) and Hell. Rev. xx. 13. 

, | And 
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And the difference of theſe places of confinement 
deſigned for the wicked after their departure out of 
the world, (one being doubtleſs worſe than the other) 
is grounded on the different degrees of their iniquity, 
where every convict will be ordered by the righteous, 
Judge of all fleſh to a priſon of death proportionable 
to his crime. This is exemplified to us in the con- 

duct of worldly magiſtrates, by their not committing. 
all priſoners to the. ſame place of confinement, but 
every one to a + gaol, Or Pe thereof, ſuitable to his 
offence. | 

16. The ſecond death, 1 the firſt, is that _ 
wretched, moſt woful, and moſt unhappy condition: 
of evil men-and angels lying under the dominion of 
ſin and the wrath of God, in the fiery lake, whom no 
foregoing judgments have been able to tame, and who 

therefore, according to their laſt doom, muſt receive 

the full meaſure of their well deſerved puniſhments, ; 

be abſolutely excluded from all the grace and mercy 
of God, during that very long and terrible age where- 

in the anger of the moſt High is to burn againſt. 

them. See Rev. xix. 20. chap. xx. 10, 14, 15. chap. 

XX1. 8. chap. xiv. 10, 11. St. Matt. iii. 12. chan 
XXV. 41, 46. Iſaiah xxx11. 33. 

They ſhall be as unclean dogs caſts out of the pa- 
lace of the King of Heaven, and entirely forſaken of 
God, and baniſhed from his preſence into the moſt 
dreadful pain and puniſhment. See Rev. xxii. 15. 

St. 


Ch. 


St. Matt. viii. 12. chap. xxv. 30. chap. xxiv. 51. 
Prov. i. 24—32. Iſaiah Ixv. 13, 14. 2 Theff. 1. 9. 

So great will be God's wrath upon thoſe who ſhall 
be ſentenced to the ſecond death, that even the faints 
of the Lord will not be permitted to intercede for 
them, not until they have felt the wrath of God in its 
lrigheſt degree; whereof we have inſtances in ſome |} 
wicked and obdurate men in this world. See 1 John 
v. 16. compared with Jer. vii. 16. chap. xi. 14. 
chap. xiv. 11. 

77. Though not all men, dying in an unſantened 
Shdition of ſoul, and who are after their deceaſe ſen- 
tenced to the priſons of the frf death, will become 
a prey to the gecond death, but ſome, and without 
doubt fuch as are not wicked to the ſame high de- 
gree, nor have had ſo many means of grace towards 
their ſalvation here on earth, as others, will be thro' W 
the endleſs mercies of God preſerved from it, as the 
holy Scripture plainly ſhews, after having received 
a ſufficient number of ſtripes for their fins, and being 
under fuch puniſhment cleanſed by the power of the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt, which even penetrates 1nto the 
pit wherein is no water; yet all thoſe that get into the 
priſons of the fr death, will begreatly tormented thro? 
fear of the second death; in the ſame manner as all 
confined malefactors who deſerve to die, muſt always 
be in expectation of the puniſhment of death, though 
ſome of them, in conſideration of certain circum- 
ſtances, and through powerful interceſſion may not | 
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ſuffer death, but be A to a more tolerable Pu- 
niſhment. | 

That ſome whoſe names were not- written in the 
book of life at our Lord's ſecond coming, ſhall yet 
be preſerved from being caſt into the late of fire, or 
the second death, is evident from this, that the book 
of life ſhall be opened after the ſecond reſurrection, 
at the general judgment, and many ſhall be found 
written therein, and ſhall be ſaved from the 5szcond 
death, who were not worthy of a part in the firſt re. 


ſurrection, nor of reigning with Chriſt. See Rev. 


XX. 12, 15. 1 Cor. iii. 1 5. St. Luke, ii. 47, 48. 


But the being entirely free from all tormenting 


fear of the ſecond death, is a peculiar privilege of 
the faithful conquerors, who during their life time 
here on earth have been united to Chriſt, and have 


ſuffered him continually to deſtroy in them the do- 


minion of the devil and ſin. He that overcometh 
c ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death.“ Rev. ii. 11. 
« Blefled and holy is he that hath part in the firſt 
<« reſurre&ion; on fuch the ſecond death hath 0 


« power, but they ſhall be prieſts of God and 80 


Chriſt, and ſhall gy with him a thoufand years.” 


8 chap. xx. 6. 


Such dying in the Lord are thenceforth 3lefſed, 
come into no judgement,” and therefore into no pri- 
ſon of the firſt death in the next world, and, conſe- 
quently cannot he hurt by the ſecond death; (when 
even the thoughts thereot are a torment to the pri- 
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ſoners of the fitſt death) for they are perfectly paſſed 


from death unto life. (See Rev. xiv. 13. St John, 


v. 24. chap. viii. 51.) When, in the judgment of 
men, they are ſaid to die, they themſelves die not, 
= it is death which quite dies in and on them, 
namely, the body f death, to whom they with no 
better than entire deſtruction. 

18. From this we may ſee that the r ſtate 
of men- leaving this world in unbelief, which we 
commonty. expreſs by the word Hell, or damnation, 
zmphes. much: namely, as Chriſt ſays of his Father's 
* houſe, the dwelling place of the bleſſed dead, which 
is generally called heaven, that therein are many' mun- 


ons; (See St. John, xiv. 2.) ſo it is with the habitation. | 


of Satan and all unclean ſpirits in the other world, or 
the abode of unhappy deceaſed men, there is not only 


one; but ſeveral gaols and priſons, where every man 


dying in wickedneſs will be ſent to a priſon adapted 
to his degree of iniquity, there to continue ſo long, 
till, according to the true ſaying of our Saviour, he 
has paid all that is due, even to the uttermoſ farthing, 
or he very laſt mite, St. Matt. xviii. 34. chap. v. 26. 
St: Luke, xii. 59. that is, until he has ſuffered his 
due puniſhment, which is to extend itſelf to every 
idle Word, St. Matt. xn. 36. And this is the meaning 
of the words, He that believeth not ſhall be dammed; 
St. Mark, Xvi. 16. that 1s, he ſhall be condemned 


by the divine juſtice of 3 is grounded on 


puniſhment in the next 
world, 


his eternal love) to ſuch 


. 


world, as is adequate to the meaſure of his inicqu ity, 


of Which he would not ſuffer bei to be freed in 


7 = * 
»* 


this time of grace. 
19. We may very well expreſs by the words Hea- 


ven and Hell, if taken in their full latitude,” the hap- 


py and unhappy ſtate of men deceaſed, either in faith 
or unbelief; and need not ſuperſtitiouſſy interpoſera 


purgatory, ſince the ultimate end of all puniſnments, 
which God, (who is Love, and whoſe anger is 
grounded on love) inflicts on the apoſtate creatures, 


both in this and the next world, is, to bring them at 
laſt to ſuch a paſs, that by the power of the blood of 


Jeſus Chriſt, ſhed for the reconciliation of the whole 


world, fin may be deſtroyed, and purged out of them. 


In which ſenſe, all puniſhments of God, both here 2 
and in the other world, may be called purgatories; _ 
and we have no reaſon to look for purgatory only in 
the world to come; we may find enough of it in this 


preſent world, under all ſorts of puniſhments: and 
afflictions. | 

But if we will not be made good in this gentle 
purgatory here, then God, who has beftowed ſo 
much on his creatures, and therefore cannot let 
them be irrecoverably loſt, muſt neceſſarily after our 
deceaſe, caſt us into one which will burn to the 
loweſt hell, and be able to tame and ſoften the moſt 
wicked wretches, if they were even as bad as the de- 


vil himſelf. God will hold it out with them; let 


them try if they will not believe it. But may the 
| G Lord, 
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Lord, through his infinite love, preſerve all thoſe 
£3 that will take warning, from ſuch hardneſs of heart; 


and grant that we may much rather chuſe the affc- 
tions of this life, and the reproach of Chriſt for our 
purgatory, which are temporal and light, and will 
procure for us à far more exceeding . and eternal werght | 
.of. glory. 2 Cor. iv. 17. from which all others that 
muſt be drawn to God by the judgments of the 


next world alone will be for ever excluded; al- 


though, to the praiſe of God's endleſs mercy, they 
will obtain ſame. grace, after they have been ſuffi- 
ciently humbled, | 


CHAP. X. 


07 the differen Degrees of eternal Glory; ; or of the F W 
Birtb, and After Birth to Salvation, 1 


85 


3 8 are many 1 of damnation and 


unhappineſs in the other world, fo chere are alſo 


many degrees of happineſs and glory. 1 Cor. xv. 
23, 24, 39» 40, 41, 42. Pſalm xlv. 14, 15. Sol. Song, 


vi. 't 9. 
2. The ſeveral degrees of happineſs 1 in the other 


5 70 do not only conſiſt, as is moſt commonly 
thought, in the difference of the heavenly and divine 
brightneſs in which the glorified bodies of the bleſſed 
will hereafter ſhine; but they goe much farther, as 


3. The 


r 
f 
4 
4 
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3. The difference of glory in the next wotld cön- 


fiſts chiefly in the #irf Birtb, and After Birtb unto 


falvation. And conſequently there ate jr; fern; and 


Heer born in the ſtate of ſalvation. 


4. The frf-born unto ſalvation, to whom belongs 


the heavenly birth- right, are no other than ſuck men, 


among the fallen creatures, (who mult needs be re- 


generated and created anew, if they would come 


Again to God) who ſuffer themſelves to be regene= 
© rated frf, and, through faith, to be united with 


Chrift here in this time e of grace, ſo in * pro- 
pꝓereſt ſenſe, 

5. Theſe are therefore called i in Scripture, The heth 
of the firſt- born, who are written in Heaven, Heb.xu. 
23. The fr/i-fruits of God's creatures, James i. 18. 
Such as have the firft-fruits of the Spirit. Rom. viii. 23. 


| Befides many more glorious names which they have to 
ſhew their pre-eminence above all the reſt of man- 
kind, who will at laſt be ſaved too by our Univerſal 
Redeemer. They are, for inſtance, called The Bride 


of Chrift, Pſalm xlv. 9, 10, 11. Sol. Song, iv. 8, 
9, 11. chap: v. 1. St. John, iii. 29. Rev. xix. 7. 


chap. xxii. 17. The Friends of Chrif, St. John xv. 


14, 15. They are called his mother and his brethren; 
St. Mart. xii. 49, 50. St. Mark iii. 34, 35. St. 
Luke viii. 21. His brethren, St. Matt. xxv. 40. 
chap. xxviii. 10. Rom. viii. 29. Heb. ii. 11, 12, 


| 7 * us 19 juſt men made * Heb. xii. 
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But the S ſpeaks alſo of a difference . 
wel firſt· born unto falvation, dividing them, eſpe- 
cially in. Rev. xi. 18. into three claſſes; viz. The 
ſervants of God, or the prophets; the ſaints ; and thoſp 
that. fear: the name of the Lord; and theſe laſt are 
again ſubdivided into ſmall and great. This differ- 
ence is doubtleſs grounded, partly, on the different 
degrees of ſanctification to which they attain here; and 
partly, on the different meafure of the ſpiritual gifts of 
grace wherewith they are adorned and fayoured by 
5g » ay Jeſus Chriſt. See Rom. 1. 3, 4, 5. 
6, 7, 8. 1 Cor. xii. 4—3I. 
© Thefe” firſt born and firfl fruits are e as 
being ſealed to the day of redemption; ſealed with the 
Holy. Spirit of promiſe, Epheſ. i. 13, 14. chap. iv. 30. 
There is a mark ſet upon them. See Ezek. ix. 4. 
They are ſealed with the ſeal of God in their forebeads. 
Rev. vii. 2—8: The name of God is written upon their 
foreheads, Rev. xiv. 1. chap. 111. 20. chap. xxii. 4. Having 
this ſeal, the Lord knoweth them that are his, 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
6. It is to. theſe firs: born alone, that the promiſes ob 
the celeſtial kingdom and prieſthood in the future age 
belong. See St. Matt. xxv. 34. Rev. v. 10. chap.) 
XX. 4, 5, 6. chap. xxu. 5. together with all the un- 
ſpeakable prerogatives and glories. which our Lord 
and Saviour has promiſed to thoſe who are converted 
to him on earth, love him with all their hearts, and 
rw are his. conſtant followers, whereof, eſpecially the book; 
15 of the Revelations is full. See Rev. ii. 7, 10, 11, 
1 . 
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17, 26, 27, 28. chap. iii. 3, 12, 20, 21. chap] 
xiv. 13. chap. xxi. 7. chap. xxii. 3, 4, 5, 14. 
J. This was repreſented in the OldTeſtament by the 
firſt· born children of the holy Patriarchs, who, by 
virtue o their birth-right were entitled to the ſoye: 
reignty or dominion, as alſo to the prieſthood over 
the reſt of their brethren, and the whole family; 
Gen. xlix. 3. compared with on 50 XXV. 37, 32, 393 
34. chap. xxvii. 19, 28, 29, 33 ers 

In the place of the firs:-born, Go te st 


adopted the Levites among the children of Iſrael; and 


the whole tribe of Levi, inſtead of the Art- born; 
were entruſted with the oracles of God, and inveſted 


with the ſacerdotal office, as the government of ſtats 


or royalty was transferred to the tribe of Judah; 
Numb. iii. 12, 40— 51. chap. vin. . 0 Gen. xlix. 
$9718. 1 eon F. : * 
And we find that the high prerogative of the Gti: 
tual birth-right was even prefigured in the Old Tefta: 
ment in general, by all the firs/-born and firs? fruits; 
both of clean beaſts; and of the fruits of the 3 
which God would have ſanctified unto him in a 
ſpecial manner, as appears by many places in 55 
Pentateucb. Exod. xiii. 2, 1216. chap. Xxii. 79; 
30. chap. xxili. 19. chap. XXxiv. 19, 20, 26. Lev. 
XXV11. 26, Numb. iii. 13. chap. viii. 16, 17. Sos 
St. Luke ii. 22, 23, 24. Rom. xi. 16. 
8. The frei- born to ſalvation are thoſe dds in 
their life time find the narrow way to eternal life, and 
5 © ih 0 wo op - penetrats 
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penetrate ict. the 5:r4it gate'y whereas ſuch as 8 
the broad way of the fleth, leading to perdition, are 
any, yea the greateſt number. St. Matt, vil. 1 314. c 
St. Luke xiii. 24. The Arnſt- born ure the cu ce, com 
pared with the manywhoarecalled, but en the account of _ 
their unbelief and diſobedience are rejected, S. Matt. 
XX11. 14. St. Luke xix. 24. Theſe, after the fad example 

of Eſau, (who for one morſe! of meat sold his birth-right) 
are deprived of the enjoyment of the inexpreſſible 
privileges and glories of the heavenly burth-right. 
Heb. x1, 16, 17, compared > Gen, . 335 34» 
Chap. xxvii. 33-38. 

9. By the after-born: to . are ROY means | 
all thereſt of mankind, who in their lifetime neglect te- 
pentance, and the purification of their ſouls, ſelling like 
Eſau, their birth- right for a meſs of pottage of lentiles; 
that is, giving it in exchange for the vanities of this 
world, and muſt therefore, after their departure hence, 
remain under God's wrath, and by the long - laſting 
and terrible judgments of the next world be humbled 
and made fit for the participation of {ome enjoyment 
ef the endleſs mercies of God, through Chriſt, che 
univerſal Saviour and Reconciler of all fallen erea- 
tyres, and thus, in their way be regenerated. unto 
life, after the already glorified Aiuſt- born children of 
God. To the after-born belong too, as 4 ſupplement, 
the fallen angels, as we have ſhewn above, 225 

Although the phraſe 4rer- horn 10. ſolvation, is not 
to be literally met with in the Bible, yet the thing it- 
ſelf is grounded therein. For, if it be true, that at 

the 


6830 


| 4 laſt judgment many of the dead that are given up 
by the ſea, death, and bell, as priſons of the firſt 
death, will be found written in the book of life; (ſeg 
Rev. Xx. 12, 13, 15, compared with 1 Pet. ili. 19, 
20. chap. iv. 6.) and ſhall be delivered from the full 
power of the ſecond death; (between whom and the 
firft-born, that have part in the firſt reſurrection, and 
are to reign with Chriſt during the bleſſed thouſand 
years, or the day of his glorious marriage, the Serip- 
ture expreſsly diſtinguiſhes ; ſee Rev. xx. g. cm- 
pared with ver. 12, 13, 15.) yea if it be true, that at 
laſt will follow a Univerſal Reſtoration of all apoſta- 
tized creatures through a general ſubjectiog, ſo- 
lemnly promiſed in Scripture; 1 Cor. xv. 24-26. 
Phil. ii. 10, 11. Rev. v. 13. then this muſt be true 
too, that all theſe together may be juſtly called er 
horn unto Salvation, becauſe they are not of the num- 
ber of the fr/-born, but will, a long time after the glo- 
rification of theſe, be made truly ſubject unto God and 
Chrift, and in their way be born again unto life eternal. 
10. Now, of theſe after-born to ſalvation there are 
chiefly two ſorts. For ſome are after-boru out of the 
fir ſt death; and others after-borg out of the Second death. 
11. The after-born out of the fitft death are, as 
_ aforeſaid, thoſe deceaſed, who, after the bleſſed thou- 


. Jandyears of Chriſt's marriage, at the laſt judgment, 


will be given upby the Sea, death, and hell, and be found 
written in the book of life. (See Rev. xx. 15, com- 
3 14. and Zech ix, 11.) and i 

G 4 | through 
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through the endleſs mercy of God be ſaved from the 
ſecond death, and from its full power over them; 
though the ideas of it will have been great torment to 
them in the priſons of the firſt death. b 
The forerunners of theſe ter- born were the ſpirits 
unto whom Chriſt, at his deſcent into hell, preached 
the Golpel of their Redemption, 1 Peter iii. 19, 20. 
chap. iv. 6. Pſalm vill. 18. . iv. 8, 95 10. 
Col. ii. 1 5. 
12. The after-born out of the PP death, are all 
the reſt of mankind, and the fallen angels, who, 
under all the foregoing dreadful judgments of the 
firſt death, will continue in their wickedneſs, and 
therefore muſt be humbled in the fiery lake, by the 
moſt horrible and conſummate judgments of the ſe- 
cond death, and be brought at laſt to bow every. one 
of their knees before Chriſt, and ſo have their ſhare 
too in the eternal redemption obtained by him for us. 
Phil. ii. 10, 11. Rev. v. 13. Heb. ix. 12. | 
13. That there may be a difference again between 
theſe after-born out of the second death, as to the time 
of their Reſtoration, ſeems very probable by what is 
ſaid, Rev. xx. 10. campared with ver. 15; as alſo 
chap. xxi..8. For in the firſt place it is ſaid of ſome 
that are caſt into the fiery lake, that with the devil 
they ſhall be tormented therein for ever and ever.; 
-but in- the other two places, which likewiſe ſpeak of 
ſuch as will be caſt into the lake burning with fire 
| apd brimſtone, we do not find this addition, but it 
. | 18 


El. © 
is only ſaid there that they are ca into the lake of 
fire, and that they ſhall have heir par! therein. This 
has, without doubt, a particular ſignification, ſince 
the Holy Ghoſt in the Scriptures neither inſerts nor 
omits any thing without deſigg. 
14. The very laſt of all that will be reſtored are- 
the blaſphemers againſt the Holy Ghost, and the ſe- 
ducers of the whole race of men, to wit, Lucifer with 
His angels. St. Matt. xii. 31, 32. St. Mark, iii. 28, 29. 
St. Luke, xii. 10. Rev. xx. 10. compared with chap. 
xi. 15. chap. xxii. 5. Theſe will be obliged to remain 
priſoners under the Divine wrath, without remiſſion of 
fins, during the whole eternity or age of Chriſt's reign 
with his people in the world to come, and through 
God's juſt judgment, ſhall not be reſtored until that 
point of time, or juſt before it, when the future age 
or world is to be changed into that ſtill or filent eter- 
nity, wherein God is to be all in all, after Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhall have ſubdued every thing to himſelf 
and. brought all into order and CP I Con 
25420. 


15. Although theſe after born to ſalvation, wh | 


in due ſeaſon, by Chriſt, the univerſal Saviour, will 
be delivered both from the firſt an d ſecond death, 
will alfo, after ſuch redemption, receive a bleſſing 
with Emu, (ſee Heb. xi. 20. compared with Gen. 
XXVi1. 34—40.) and will partake of ſome beatitude, 
which the Scripture deſcribes in this manner, In 7he 
name of Jesus they ſhall bow their knees, &c. Phil. ii. 
: . -- 


(86) | 


10, IT. Gall be Subdued unto Chrisi, and thus become 
the ſubjects of God, 1 Cor. xv. 28. and ſhall praiſe 
God and the Lamb, Rev. v. 13. yet they will be ex- 
cluded to all endleſs eternity, from all the before 
mentioned glories, peculiar ta the frst born, namely 
from the reigning with Christ, and the celextial priest- 
hood, both during the aforeſaid bleſſed thourand years, 
and all the ſucceeding ages of ages: and thus, in 
ſome meaſure, they will undergo an abſolutely end- 
lets puniſhment ; that is they will ſuffer prnam damn, 
or. ſuſtain the loſs of the quite particular prerogative 
annexed to the Spiritual birth- right, as Esau loſt his 
birth- right, Heb. xii, 16, 17. However, ſo, that 
at laſt, having ſufficiently regretted their wreparable 
loſs, they will be; very well content with that ſhare of 
falyation which the infinite grace of God, for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chrift, our univerſal Redeemer, will 
give them > and will rejoice at the far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, which the firs? born ſhall re- 
ceive, and will humble themſelves to the utmoſt be- 
fore them, and their glorious head, Jeſus Chriſt. 
Rev; 1 Iii. 9. 

No chis entire Cao of che linehaiedes. ws 
gether with all the inexpreſſible pams which they 
ſhall have ſuffered for their ſins, both in the frs! and 
Second death, will be puniſhment enough for them: 
from which eternal damnation moſt graciouſly * 
us, good Logp GoD. 
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CHAPTER * 


W er oth 8 a this 1 World, the 
* 50 come, * * Rull or filent Eternity. 


"Ii ' THE Holy Seoigtave' in many places ati of 


this ox che present world, See St. Matt. xii. 32. chap. 


xHl, 22, 39, 8 49. chap. xxiv. 3. St. Mark; iv. 19. 
St. Luke, xvi. 8. chap. xx. 34. Rom. Xit. 2. 1 Cor. 
i. 20. Chap. ii. 6, 7. chap. ili. 18. 2 Cor. iv. 3. 
Gal. i. 4. Epheſ. i. 21. chap. vi. 12. 1 Tim. vi. 3. 
chap. . 10, Tit. ii, 12. > fax F 
-In ſome paſſages the world' to come is nia 

St; Matt. xii. 32. St. Mark, x. 30. St, Luke, zvyul.: 
30. chap. Xx. 35. Epbeſ. i. 21. Heb. vi. 3. : 

And once at leaſt, the 577} eternity, which God in- 
habiteth is named. Thus ſaith the High and lofty 


One, that. inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is Holy, 


I dwell in the high and holy place, &c.“ Ifaiah,: 


lvii. 15. And ſome think there is an ciara 


the ſtillneſs or e of that eternity, in e ö 


XXXII. 17, 18. 0 ' 
2. By this world, the Scriptures in i general mean 


nothing elſe hut this preſent giona, or period of time, 


which in ſo far as it is called the wicked world, had S 


its beginning with the apoſtacy of the creatures, eſpe- 
cially the fall of our firſt parents, whereby fin and 
death 
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death were introduced into the world; and will laſt 


until the coming of Chriſt, when he will judge the 


anti- chriſtian race of men, and conſume and deſtroy 
Antichrist with the Spirit of his mouth, and the bri ght- 
nent of his coming. | See Dan. vii. 26, 27. 2 Theſſ. 
11. 8. compared with Rev. Aix. 11, 20, 21. St. Matt. 
xiii. 39, 40, 41, 42. In this period of time that 
which is evil always had the ſway over that Which! is 
good, and will have it to the coming of Chriſt; ſee 
Rev. xiii. 6, 7, 8, &c. ſo that we muſt not expecł 
conſtantly better times, but rather that things" wilt 
grow worſe and worſe the nearer the coming of the 
Lord approaches. St. Matt. xxiv. 375 38, 39. St. 
Luke, xvii. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. chap. Xviii. 8. 
+ Theſſ. v. 2, 3. 2 Tim. iii. 1—5. ver. 13. Rev. 
ii. 10. chap. vi. 11. chap. xii. 12. Howbeit [will 
not deny, but that before the end of this wicket 
world, or age, there may be made a good beginning 
and preparation towards a downright reformation in 
the church of God, through the power of the Goſ- 
pel of the kingdom, which may be preached through- 
out the whole world ; (though under many tributa- 
tions and perſecutions) for whieh indeed che words of 
our Saviour, St. Matt. XXIV. 14. St. Mark, iti, 104: 
afford us good hopes. 1 
But this is certain, that there will not be 6 tho-' 
rough reformation before the toming of the Sou of 
Man: and the reaſon of it is this, becauſe the devil 


is the prince or god of this world, or age, ſee St. 


John 


* 


{ 89) 


Johs 3 Xiv. 30. St. Luke, iv. 6. 2 Cor. iv. 4. "Eph 


vi. 12. and conſequently, worketh in the children of 


diſobedience, Epheſ. ii. 2. who always were the moſt 
numerous in the world, and will be ſo until the day 
of the coming of the Lord; but then, and not be- 
fore, the power of the devil, and the anti- chriſtian 
kingdom of the beaſt and the falſe prophet, will have 
an end, according to the plain teſtimonies of Scrip- 
ture. 2 Theff. ii. 8. Rev. xix. 20, 21. „ AP 
This aion, or period of time, is again ſubdivided 
by the holy Scripture into two ſpecial periods, or 


zvorlds; viz. into the wicked world before the flood, or 


into the old world, 2 Pet. ii. 5. chap. iii. 6. and into 
the preſent wicked world, Gal. 1. 4. or the age of the 
world after the flood, under the four empires, repre: 
ſented by the four beaſts in Daniel's prophecy, which 
began ſoon after the deluge, and will as aforeſaid end 
at the coming of Chriſt. See Dan. ji. 31—45. <p 
vii. wholly. 
3. By the world to come the holy gende, FD not 


mean properly and abſolutely an endleſs eternity, but 


thoſe aionas, or long laſting periods of time, which 
although they exiſt already, with reſpe& to Chriſt 
and his ſaints, received by him into glory, yet the 
full manifeſtation thereof is to ſucceed the period of 
this preſent wicked world, and will only begin with 
the coming of Chriſt, and the commencement of his 
glorious kingdom, Rev. xi. 1 55 16, 17, 18, chap. 
x11, 10. compared with Dan, vii. 14, 26, 27. and 

will 
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will reach to that point of time when both th Ai 
and ſecond death will be entirely àboliſned, and the 
Son of God, after all things have been put in ſub» 
jection under him; (nothing excepted but his hea- 
venly Father) ſhall deliver up the kingdom, or the 
whole reſtored creation, (which ' ſhall until then be 
under his government) to God his Father, and him- 
ſelf be 5ubjef unto him who put all things under bim, 
that God may be all in all.” Heb. 11. 8. 1 Core un. 
nl e 

In all theſe periods of time the Good; ww 
Chriſt, with his firſt born brethren, as kings and 
prieſts, will for ever and without interruption, rule 
over the Bad, as his and their enemies, and effect 
the entire r7e/oration of all things ; that is, he will ſub- 
due and reconcile all things unto himſelf and his hea · 
venly Father, and bring them into that harmony and 
order, wherein every thing was created in the begin» 
ning. See Rev. xi. 15. chap. v. 10. chap. xxii. 6g. 
Dan. vii. 18, 27. 1 Cor. xv. 28. Phil. ji. 10, 11. 
Col. i. 20. Acts, iii. 2 1. Gen. i. gt. + 

Now, to thoſe periods of time of the holy as 
tighteous world to come, and its manifeſtation, be- 
long, firſt, The thousand years of Chriſt's marriage 
day, age commonly called, The Millenium, or 
Sabbath of Refi, when Satan ſhall be bound and-con- 
fined in the bottomleſs pit for a thouſand years, the 
firſt reſurrection ſhall take place, and the firſt born 
Gains ſhall reign with Chriſt on the earth a thousdud 


YEAarS. 


* 


tos) 
ears. See Rev. xx. 1—6. compared with thap, v. 40. 
7 ee ü. 26, 27. chap. iii. 21 

Alſo, ſecondly, to the next world, „ * 
long all the other aionas ton aionon, or many long laſting 
periods of time, which are to ſucceed the abovernen- 

. tioned thouſand years; during which periods all 
things will be ſubdued and reſtored, and at the cloſe 

of which Chriſt will reſign the kingdom to the Fa- 
ther, that God may be all in all. 

4. By the ill, or abſolutely , endless eternity, 2 
God dwelleth, is meant in holy Scripture, that 
| Eternal and endless duration of the uncreated and Divine 

Being, aud the moſt perfect and unvariable beatitude 
- zobich he poſſeſſes. Which with reſpect to God, has 
been without beginning, from all inconceivable eter- 
nity, and ſtill is going through all created eternities 
both of this and the next world; and is their ver 
ſource and principle; but with reſpect to the crea. 
tures, it will not manifeſt itſelf in the moſt perfect 
manner, till at that point of the created eternities, 
when Chriſt after the entire Reſtoration of all things, 
will give up the kingdom to his heavenly Father, and 
be ſubject to him who put all things under him, 
that God may be ALL IN ALL, In this ill eternity, 
which will then be manifeſted to the creatures, and 
which will as it were ſwallow. up the future world; 
and wherein God is to reign in that true order as is 
moſt agreeable to him, there will be no more ſenſible 
„ nor hearing of chat which is called Deæuil, 


Sin, 


19 wa 
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gin, Death, "Wrath, or Hell, than there was when 
all creatures were yet hid in the eternal creating 
Power of the everlaſting God, or when in the begin- 

ning of the creation they were yet altogether very 
good. Becauſe every thing that is diabolical, namely, 
ſin, and the firſt and ſecond death following it, will 

in the moſt conſummate manner be deſtroyed, and 
ſwallowed up in victory, and the whole creation ſhall 
be moſt perfectly delivered from all evil; and the 
kingdom, power, and glory ſhalt be given to him to 
whom it belongs for ever and ever. Amen. See 
Tlaiah lvli. 15. 1 Cor. xv. 24—28: ver. 54, 55, 56, 

compared with ver. 26. See alſo Rom. viii. 19—23. 
compared with Gen. 1. 3 1. Job xXXxxviii. 7. Rev. Xxi. 
is == St. Matt. vi. 13. 

. The divine ſubjection of the Son of God, fo 
paving upon the next world, and belonging to the 
ſtinn eternity, will by no means leflen'the glory of 
Chrift and his faints, but will rather be an occaſion 
ol ſomething much more excellent and glorious than 
Kis former bleſſed reign, during the thouſand years, 

und in the ſucceeding eternities of eternities. For as _Þ}\. 
long as theſe ages laſt, ſo long will fin, or at leaſt | 
 imperfeCtion, be in many creatures; which at this 
time will not be fit in general to be ruled immediately 
2 God, and therefore muſt be governed by media- 
But when the Son of God ſhall deliver up the 
i to the Father, and himſelf be ſubject to 
bim that put all things under him, then will neither 
5 | fin 


* A 
= 


| 
4 
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ſin nor imperfection any more be found in any of 
God's « eręatuyes; but they will be as immediately go- 


verned by ba himſelf, as. the humanity. of Jeſus 


Chriſt, is governed by the Godhead, every one ac- 
cording to his nature; and therefore there will he no 
farther need of government by the mediatorial ceco., 
nomy, the deſign whereof had been merely that-all 
things might be ſubdued unto Chriſt, and under him to 
Cod. 1 Cor. xv. 24,25, &c. Phil. ii. 10, 11. Now 
when this deſign ſhall be compleately obtained, then 


will alſo ceaſe the means ordered for the obtaining it; 


namely, the particular ſort of government of Chriſt 
and his ſaints, during the thouſand years, and the 
ages of ages following; but the glory of Chriſt and 
of his ſaints in the future unibertal e in the yu 
eternity, will be without end. Das WE; 

- 6, Whoſoever rightly looks into, and dba. | 
and this myſtery of the difference between . 7his 
world, the next! world, and the . ſtill, or abſolutely. 
endless eternity, to him the eentre of the holy Scrip- 


tures, and of all the prophecies contained therein ars Le | 4 
open; becauſe. they are partly fulfilled in this world, * 


partly in the future world, and all the reſt will be ac« 


compliſhed in the ſtill eternity, in ſo far as there is @ 


difference between it and the world to come. 
7. From his principle we mey allo very eaſily and 
wich the greateſt importance anſwer the objection 
that is made againſt the general Reftoration from St. 
Matt. xii. gt 32. It is indeed true, chat all manner 
. H - - of 
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of ſin and blaſpheny ſhill be forgiven wits men, ex- 
cept the blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt; thoſe 
who are guilty of that fin ſhall have no forꝑiveiieſs, 

22 neither in this world or age, nor in the world or age 
id K to come, but are in danger of eternal damnation, ac- 


1 cording to St. Mark, iii. 29. 
VBy the world or age to come, in the firſt men · 

5 tioned place, without doubt is meant the whole time 

from the beginning of the Millenium to the laſt judg- 

ment. For within this time not only many millions 

will be converted to God, and receive fotgiveneſs of 

their ſins, but alſo many of thoſe that have been lying 

in the ſea, in death, and in bell, as miſerable priſoners 

of the firf death, will at laſt, at the opening of the 
books of judgment, be found written 1n xray beck of 

life, and thus obtain remiſſion of their fins; and be 8 
delivered from the full power of the ſecond death. See 
Rev. xx. 12, 13, 15. compared with Hol. xiii. 14. 
ei. 1s. 

But the blaſphemers againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 

all ſuch who have committed the ſin unto death, for 
whom we are not commanded to pray, 1 John, v. 16. „ 
and ſuch Who have ſinned wilfully after having re- 

ceived the knowledge of the truth, Heb. x. 26, 27, 

28, 29. ſuch who have crucified to themſelves the 

Son of God afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame, 
Heb. vi. 6. the profeſſed enemies of Chriſt and his 
believers, and among thoſe particularly the blaſpheming 
bea/t, and falſe prophet, who in this world have fo 
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long and continually been afflicting and perſecuting 
Chriſt and his followers, will then, in virtue of 
God's moſt holy juſtice; he treated: in the very ſame 
manner as they have treated the ſervants of Chriſt 
here: they will be rejected, eſteemed accurſed, and 
will be caſt into the lake of fire and brimſtone, which 
is the ſecond death, partly before and partly after the 
thouſand years, without any grace or mercy ; and 
conſequently will obtain no forgiveneſs of their fins, 
but be obliged to ſuffer what their deeds deſerve, as 
the Scripture * plainly teſtifies. See St. Matt. xxv. 
41, 46. Rev. xix. 20. FR XX. 1 5. chap. xxi. N | 


chap. XIV. 9, IO, *& i 5 8 2 ; ; 5 1 * 


But it does by no means follow from engt that 
theſe ſinners can never be cleanſed from their finsg 
and made truly fubje& unto Chriſt and God, before or 
at the expiration of thoſe ages of ages which ſhall ſuc- 
ceed the thouſand years, or the age to come, when 
ſuch ſinners, together with all other rebellious creaz_ 
tures, ſhall have been ſufficiently puniſhed for their 
wickedneſs in the burning lake. Then, inſtead of 
contradicting Chrift in a preſumptuous manner, as 
they did not only in this world, but even in the dax 
of judgment, (See St. Matt. xxv. 44. chap. vii. 22.) 
they ſhall moſt. humbly bow their knees before him, 

and become heartily ſubject unto him, and through 
him be reconciled unto God. See Phil. ii. 10, 11. 


I Cor. xv. 24—28. * 1. 20. 
Hz CHAPTER 


CHAPTER NI. 


Containi 19 the cleare Sentences of the Holy Seri pruves. 
; which treat of the General AO 4 all Men and 
NPY Creatures, 


A8 the centre of the whole Bible, whereat all its 
Contents aim is this, That in the beginning God created 
_ every thing very good; and that by Chrift, who is the 
W/dom-and power of God, by whom all things were made 
at firſt, all whatſoever is corrupted through ſin, muſt at 
a be made good again? fo may any one whole eyes 
are opened to ſee clearly into this point, find a great 
many teſtimonies of this eternal truth both in the 
books of the Old and New Teſtament. But we will 
for our preſent purpoſe only alledge ſome of the 
ANN fentences. 


7 „ | F IAS, 
Sane very me texts of Scri pture, treating of the m_ 
Es 27 all corrupe men. 


| | Rom. . 18, 19, 20, 21. 

4 Therefore, as by the offence of one jo dgiene 
4 came upon all men to condemnation ; even ſo by 
te the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon 


& all men unto — of life. For as by one 
| = « man's 
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* man's diſobedience many were made (or repre- 
« ſented) finners: ſo by the obedience of ene 
„ ſhall (the ſame) many be made (or repreſented) 
„ righteous. Moreover, the law entered that the 
*« offence might abound : but where fin abounded, 
Grace did much more abound : That, as fin hath 
«© reigned unto death, even ſo might grace reign through 
* righteauſneſs unto eternal life by Jeſas Chriſt our 
« Lord.” 
Rom. xi. 32. 

« For God hath concluded them all (or ſhut them 

* up together) in unbelief, that he — me 


$* Mercy upon all,” 


1 Cor. xv. 22, 23. 
For as in Adam all die, even fo in Chrift hal 


be made alive, But every man in his own - 
"5 his particular) order.” 


Theſe texts of Scripture moſt . ſhew add 
foretel us, that as really as fin and condemnation ; 
came upon and entered into all men, even fo really 
and certainly will righteouſneſs and life come again 
into all corrupt men by Jeſus Chriſt; even that true 
life of God, which alone is the real life of men: and 
that they ſhall at laſt altogether actually enjoy the 
mercy of God as truly and really as they have felt 
the power of ſin, and have been concluded under 
unbelief. In ee, That as fn hath reigned in and 

3 unto 
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wnto death, even ſo ſhall grace reign through righteouſneſs 


unto eternal life, by Feſus Chrift our Lord. Now, ſin 


hath reigned in ſuch a manner, that it has actually 
made all men its ſubjects, and brought death upon 
them; therefore, without contradiction, grace muſt 
alſo reign in ſuch a manner as to bring all men again 
to its obedience, and conſequently reſtore in them 


righteouſneſs and eternal life. And, indeed, ſo much 


the more, becauſe it is expreſsly ſaid, that grace is 


not only to abound as much as fin, but even to 


abound much more than fin. 


But how can grace be ſaid to abound a 
than fin, if, according to the common hypotheſis, 


we avow on the one hand, that it is able to juſtify 


and fave all men, but on the other hand deny that it 


will actually juſtify and fave al men? For fin was 


not only able to make al men unrighteous, and to 


bring death upon them, but it has actually made 
them all in general 6 and 3 death 
upon them. 

1 Tim. iv. 10. 

* We truſt in the living God, who is the Ser 
(or Reſtorer) of all men, e of thoſe that 


„ pelieve.“ 


As really, now, as all true believers are delivered 
from ſin and death by this univerſal Saviour: ſo really 


and certainly muſt all the reſt of mankind be finally 
delivered therefrom; ſince otherwiſe God would be 
1 3 | | but 


© '(-99 ) 
but a titular and not an actual Saviour or Reſtorer of 


all che reſt of men. For it is not only requiſite that 


a Saviour and Redeemer pay the ranſom for the pri» 
ſoners, but that he alſo ſet them _ free from 


their impriſonment. 


St. * i. „ 

«« Now is the judgment of this world ; (or, now 
ſentence paſſeth upon this world, and it is, as it were 
condemned together with its prince) ** now ſhall zbe 
«© prince of this world be caſt ou. And I, if I be 
< lifted up from tho earth will draw all men uno 
46 ne. 

Here a; again it is inconteſtibly ſhewn, that a little 
before our Saviour's paſſion, it had been firmly de- 
creed in heaven by an irrevocable ſentence paſſed 
upon this world, that the certain fruits and effects of 
the ſufferings and death of Chriſt ſhould be, That 
Satan, or the prince of this world, ſhould be entirely 
_ diveſted and caſt out of his pretended ungodly ſove- 
reignty over mankind : and that, on the contrary, 
Chriſt lifted up, or crucified, ſhopld at laſt actually 
draw all men, who before had been ſubject to the 
devil, unto himſelf, and thus of neceflity bring them 
again into their order and ſubjection under God. 


St. Luke, xxiii. 34. 
Then ſaid Jeſus, Father, forgive them ; for they 


% know not what they do.” - ; 
H 4 St. 
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5 St. John, xi. 41, 22 
0 Father, I thank thee, chat thou haſt heard me: 


4 _ I Enew that 7hou Nr me en 3 


* 
4 


In the firſt of theſe Canes Chriſt prays for the 
worſt of villains under the ſun, namely, for his per- 
ſecutors, and thoſe who crucified him; and conſe- 
quently for all ſuch too, as have crucified him in his 
faithful members from the beginning of the world, 
and thoſe who ſtill perſecute and crucify him, and 
will continue to do ſo, to the end of this world, of 
wicked age. Now, his prayer is this, that the hea- 
venly Father will readily forgive their fins, or, that 
he will once again bring them into the right Or- 
der of repentance and faith, wherein their ſins may 
be forgiven them. And that this prayer and inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt, as well as all others which he ever 
made and does ſtill make, muſt at. laſt be fully heard 
and granted, our dear Saviour once for all aſſures us 
in the ſecond Oo; taken from St. "Jams xi. 
41, 42. 

e 

% Deliver us From evil : for thine is the kingdom, 
* and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 


Among the moſt evident. proofs of the bleſſed ge- 
neral reſtoration of all mankind, we may alſo with 
very good reaſon reckon this myſterious prayer of our 
Lord, eſpecially the laſt petition of it. For it is in- 
— | * diſputably 
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diſputably true, that che Lord hath obliged us to 
pray therein for all men, without any exception. But 
what is it that we are to deſire for them? That his 
name may be ſanctified by them; his kingdom come 


into them; and his will be done by and through - 


them, &c. but eſpecially, that he may deliver every 
one of them from evil, that is, actually free them 
from ſin and the power of the devil, or from all pain 
and woe following upon ſin, both in this and the 
next world. In ſhort,” that God may, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, the univerſal Saviour, juſtify, convert, and 


ſave them. And, indeed, all for this reaſon; as the 


eoncluſion ſhews, becauſe the kingdom, or ſove- 
reignty over all mankind, belongs by no means to 


the devil, but ſolely to our dear Lord and God. He 


alone has the power, and is able to deliver mankind 


from evil. And, laſtly, becauſe to him alone, and 
to no other being, belongs, and will be for ever at- 
tributed, the glory and honour of this great work, 


for the execution of which all creatures will bleſs and 


praiſe him to all eternity. See Pſal. cxlv. 10, 11. 
Pfal. cl. 6. Rev. v. 13. 

You will fay, It is true enough that in the Lord's 
prayer, we pray that God may convert and fave all 
men, without any exception at all, but that does not 
argue that with reſpect to all men this will be really 
done; becauſe the greateſt part of them fruſtrate on 
themſelves the effect of this e by their own con- 
ſtant impenitence. 
But 


0 


Ge) 


But hear, ye that make this objection, Pray what 
then is the meaning of the word Amen, which we are 
obliged to put as a ſeal to this moſt excellent prayer? 
Is it not as much as to ſay, Yerily, ſo be it? And 
therefore, muſt not all the ' petitions of the Lord's 
prayer, but eſpecially the laft, be certainly granted 
in favour of every man, as truly and really as the 
children of God pray for, and deſire the good things 
expreſſed therein, according to his earneſt will, and 
as ſurely as they cannot pray in vain? And that we 
may never doubt of the final accompliſhment of the 
united prayers of the Saints, our bleſſed Saviour has 
ſaid, And whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my name that 
* will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If ye ſhall aſk any thing in my name I will 
. John, 'xjv. 13, 14. 

And again, Verily, verily, I fay unto you, 
e Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, 
he will give it you. Hitherto have ye aſked no- 
nothing in my name; aſk and ye ſhall receive, 
« that your joy may be full, * Chap. xvi. 23, 24. 

And St. John ſays, And this is the confidence 
“ that we have in him, that if we aſk any thing ac- 
* cording to his will he heareth us. And if we 


„ know that he heareth us, whatſoever we aſk, we 


* know that we have the petitions that we defired of 

n ., 15... 
From whence infallibly follows, that, aldouch | 
many thouſands of men hinder the efficacy of this 
prayer 


#4 
* 


5 103 * 
prayer on themſelves in this world, and become a 


prey to the jaws of hell, yet they will not be able to 


kinder it for ever and to all endleſs eternity. That 


which is good will at laſt ſurely conquer that which 
is evil. God knows how to make thoſe willing that 
are at preſent unwilling to be converted unto him; 
ſo that ſuch prodigal ſons through his grace will be 
glad to return to their Father's houſe, after they have 
long enough felt the torments and miſeries of the 


fiery lake, if i it be never ſo ny before it be 
abour. 


But if it was an unqueſtionable l as our ads; 
8 pretend, that moſt men will remain diſtant 
from God, and vill fruſtrate on themſelves the 
granting of this prayer, to all endleſs eternity, then 
Chriſt would have taught us to pray not only waver- 
ing or double- minded, but even in unbehef and 
lying, and conſequently ſuch a prayer as the Spirit of 
Chriſt abſolutely rejects and condemns, James, i. 
6, 7, 8. compared with 1 Tim, ii. 8. namely, he 
would have earneſtly commanded us to pray for all 


men without exception, that God might at laſt con- 


vert and fave them, and always to add Amen! to the 


end that we might by no means doubt but this our 


prayer of univerſal love would be heard, (which uni- 
verſal love that is to extend itſelf even to the worſt 
of enemies, and from which this prayer is to flow, 
our Saviour inculcates a little before he gives the in- 


ſtruction in the duty of prayer, See St. Matt. v. 
44—48) 
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A 8. * though nevertheleſs it was already decreed. 
by God from all eternity, and we were obliged to 
believe it as a truth, that the greateſt part of men, 
of whom he had foreſeen, that during this ſhort life- 
time they would remain in unbelief, and hinder. on 
themſelves the efficacy. of this prayer, and ſhould there- 
fore not only be greatly puniſhed in the next world 
{which is true) but that they alſo ſhould for ever and 
without end remain in the power of fin and the devil, 
and never be converted. F 

But, far be it from all believers to ang fuck a 
blaſphemy to their Redeemer, to have taught them 
with a feigned faith to pray for things which they 
think can never be done, and which at the bottom 
they do not believe. May the Lord rebuke thee, 
O Satan, for endeavouring to make God's children 
believe ſuch a calumny againſt their gracious God and 
dear Redeemer. Since, therefore, we are commanded 
to pray for the ſalvation of all men, without wrath or 
doubting, and to 4ſt in faith, nothing wavering, we may 
be aſſured that it is the abſolute will of God that all 
men ſhall be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the 


truth. See 1 Tim. ii. 1—8. James, i. 6. 


Note well, To the texts of Scripture, which prove 
the reſtoration of all fallen men, may very reaſonably 
be reckoned alſo thoſe that treat of God's uni ver ſal 
love towards all men; of bis earnef/ will to have them 
ſaved in general, and without the leaſt exception; as 
alſo thoſe that ſpeak of univerſal Redemption, &c. 

| As 


8 
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As for inftance, Ezek. xvili. 23, 32. chap. Xxxili. 1 U. 
St. Matt. xviii. 11, 14. St. John, i. 29. chap. iii. 
163 17. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 1 Tim. ii. 4, 5, 6. Heb. 
1i. 8, 9. 2 Pet. ii. 1. chap. iii. 9. 1 John, ii. 2. 
From theſe important articles of faith we may cer- 
tainly infer the actual reſtoration of all men; becauſe 
it is impoſſible for God to will any thing in vain to all 
endleſs eternity ; and it is abfolately falſe, and the ut- 
moſt derogation of Chriſt's redemption, to pretend, 


chat he ſhould have ſhed his moſt precious and divine 


blood quite in vain, and without the leaſt bleſſed 
effect for but one of his creatures. Not to mention, 
that God has alſo moſt plainly foretold, that the com 


dition of falvation, namely © righteouſneſs flowing 


from repentance and faith, unto which ſalvation is in- 


fallibly annexed, ſhall at laſt be fulfilled with .reſpe& 
to all men, who by Adam's firs are become unrighte- 
ous, as has been ſhewn 1 from Rom. v. 18, 19, 


IN 21. 
To the arguments e the ee of fallen men, 


belong alſo, with good reafon, the places of Scrip- 
ture that treat either of a paſt or future deliverance of ' 
fome fouls out of & middle fate of Pain, - which is owned 


by many who oppoſe the entire and general Reſtora- 
tion, As, 1 Pet. iii. 19, 20. chap. iv. 6. Ephel. iv. 
8, 9. Pal. Kvili. 18. 1 Cor. iii. 15. Rev. xx. 12, 


13, 15. compared with Hoſea xiii. 14. Zech. ix. 1 f. 


1 Sam. ii. 6. Rev. i. 18. Thoſe who anderſtand the 
above cited texts, of a deliverance from a middle 


106 


Rate, which they allow of as aforeſaid, while at the 

Tame time they deny the entire reſtoration of all men 

out of the fiery lake, muſt I ſay, at leaſt grant us 

thus much, that from the redemption out of a middle 
-painful ſtate, we may with ſome probability conclude 
the redemption of ſuch as are caſt into the prog: _ 
or loweſt hell. 

But whoſoever nonderech that with God there i is no 
n of perſons, will eafily conceive, that our con- 
cluſion is not only probable, but moſt true and juſt. 
For why ſhould God, who is no reſpector of perſons, 
neither in the execution of his juſtice nor in the diſplay 

of his mercy, deliver ſome from a painful condition by 

Jeſus Chriſt, and not at laſt others alſo? It is enough 
that he puniſhes ſome more ſeverely and longer than 

others, which muſt be, on account of his moſt holy 
juſtice; becauſe ſome have ſinned more than others. 


SECONDLY, 

Plain Texts of Scripture, treating of the final Reftoration 
of all corrupt Creatures, and conſequently not only of 
Men, but likewiſe of the fallen Angels, (aiming at 
leaſt plainly at _ the latter} who in the beginning were 
of the N mer of the Prog Creatures oY God. | 


_- Pfal caly; 9 Sc Fehbouah 18 bon to all, wad his 
<. tender mercies are over all his works.“ 
Wiſd. x1. 23, 24, 25, 26. xii. 1 © But thou haſt 


« ion wn upan all ; for thou canſt do all things, and 
« winkeſt 


ST -= 
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er winkeſt at the ſins of men, becaiiſe they ſhould 
Cc amend. For thou loveſt all the things that are, and 
« abhorreſt nothing which thou haſt made: for 
cc never wouldeſt thou have made any thing, if thou 
c hadſt hated it. And how could any thing have 
cc endured, if it had not been thy will? or been pre- 
& ſerved, if not called by thee? But thou ſpareſt all, 
e for they are thine, O Lord, thou lover of ſouls. 
* For thine incorruptible Spirit is in all things.” 

Rev. iv. 11. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re- 
* ceive glory, and honour, and power: for thou haſt 
e created all things, and for thy pleaſure they 5 
& and were created.“ 

In theſe paſſages we are Hh told, that the mercy 
of God, or his tender love, does not only extend it- 


A 


ſelf to men, but. univerſally towards all creatures, 
that through the will of God have their being, and 


ſtand in need bf mercy; and conſequently alſo to- 
wards the fallen angels, as far as they are creatures of 


God ; which tender love of God muſt neceflarily at 


laſt effect or bring about the reſtoration of all corrupt 
creatures, for it is not a weak or faint, but an al: 


mighty love. 


Rom. xi. 36. Out of him, (God) and through 
ec him, and into him, are all things: to him be glory 
for ever. Amen.” Thus this important text may 
be very well rendered. Now if all things (to which 
indiſputably belong as well all fallen angels as corrupt 
men) that are come forth out of GOD, who is love 

eſſentially, 


. 
. 
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__ allo E have their ſhare in it, for they 
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eſſentially, or out of his everlaſting creating power, 
and are upheld by him, ſhall return into the ſame 


Gop of. love, or be pervaded and quite ſwallowed 


up by his loving ſpirit, what, then, will become of 
ſin, which ſeparates God and the creature, and the 


unhappineſs. hanging together with it? Will it not of 


neceſſity, by this returning or reflux of the creatures 
into God (however without deſtroying the true dif- 
ference between the being of the Creator and that of 
the creatures) be loſt and entirely aboliſnedꝰ 
Col. i. 1620, - For by him (Jeſus Chriſt, the 
© only begotten Son of God) were all things created 
< that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible; 
4 and invifible, whether they be thrones, or domi- 
% nions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 


«© created by him, and for him. And he is before 


tc all things, and by him all things conſiſt. And he 
dc is the head of the body, the church: who is the 
«< beginning, the firſt born from the dead; that in 
« all things he might have the pre-eminence. For 
« jt pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs 


% dwell. And (having made peace through the 


te blood of his croſs) by him to reconcile all things 
«< unto himſelf, by him I ſay, whether 8 be . 
« 1n earth, or things in heaven,” 

This paſſage teaches us the extent of the reconci- 
lation made by Chriſt, namely, that it extends itſelf 
over the whole creation. Therefore the fallen angels 


do 


{ 469.) 


Uo inconteſtibly belong to the invi/ible things created 


by Chriſt; and conſequently. to 4/ things, or the 


things in heaven reconciled by him: And though. it 


is true that this reconciliation chiefly concerns cor- 
rupt men and angels, that through ſin are ſeparated 
from Gop, nevertheleſs, all the reſt of the creatures 


partake of and ate benefited by it: It affords, for in- 


ſtance, matter of much joy to the holy angels, when, 
by virtue of this reconciliation, the apoſtatized crea- 
tures are converted to Gop, and thereby anew re- 
"ceived into the communion and friendſhip of theſe 
holy ſpirits, (St. Luke, xv. 10. 1 Pet. i. 12. Heb. 
ii. 22.) It will alſo be by the energy of this recon- 
ciliation, that in time to come the curſe which through 
fin was brought upon the creation, and has mixed 
itſelf with it, (Gen iii. 17. Rom. viii. 20, 21, 22.) 
will be entirely removed from all the teſt of the crea- 
rures. 5 | | . 
Epheſ. i. 8, 9; 10: „He G hath abounded 
de towards us in all wiſdom and prudence, having 


* made known unto us the myſtery of his will, ac- _ 


<« cording to his good pleaſure. which he hath pur- 
* poſed in himſelf : That in the diſpenſation of the 
« fulneſs of times, he might gather together (or re- 
& head) all things in Chriſt, both which are in hea- 
ec yen, (or in the heavens) and which are on m_r 
* even in him.” 
This is anda plalh teſtimony of the blefſed re- 
ſtoration of all rebellious creatures (that were cor- 
; Il rupted 
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rupted through fin) tinder Chriſt their true and lawful 
head; and by the things in heaven, Which are'to be 
gathered together in Chriſt, or ſubdued again under 
him, as their Chief, no other creatures than the fal- 
len angels can be meant, who alſo in ſeveral other 


places in the holy Seriptures are expreſſſy reckoned 


amongſt the things in the heavens, (Rev. Xii. 7. 
Ephef. vi. 12. ii. 2.) ſince they were not only for- 
merly celeſtial creatures, but have even to this day 


their ſeat in a certain part of the heavens, viz. in the 
air; which place they will not loſe till juſt before the 


bleſſed millenium, when they will be thrown down 
from heaven to the earth, from thence into the bots 
tomleſs pit, and finally into the fiery lake. See Rev. 
xii. 7, 8, 9. compared with Ephef. ii. 2. Rev. xx: 
3: 10. , | | 3 | 

.. Heb. ii. g.“ Thou baſt put all things under his 


d feet: For in that he put all in ſubjection under 


« him, he left nothing that is not put under him. 
« But now we ſee not yet all things put under him.“ 

1 Cor. xv. 24—28. Then cometh the end; 
« when he ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to 


« God, even the Father; when he ſhall have put 


« down all rule, and all authority, and power. For 
© he mult reign till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet. The laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed 


„ js Death. For he hath put all chings under his 


ec feet: but when he ſaith, All things are put under 
60 him. it is manifeſt that he is N who did put 
| | us all 
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# all things under him. And when all things ſhall 


be ſubdued unto him, then ſhall the Son alſo him- 
i« {elf be ſubject unto him that put all things e 
„ him, that God may be all in all.” 

Here we have two more unexceptiohable Ades 
des, that all things that were created by Chriſt, ſhall 
be made fubje& unto him, and indeed ſo ſubject, 
that all things will be put under him in that true or- 


der in which God in tlie beginning created them: 


for this is the i import of the original Word upetaxen. 
But that is by no means the true order of the crea- 
tures to live in fin, which is altogether ataxia, or 
diſorder, and conſequently to lie under the wrath of 
God, and in the fiery lake, or ſecoñd death. In 
ſhort; it is to be ſuch a ſubjection, wherewith death 


(as is expreſſly added) chat is, all thatimay be called 
by that name, and therefore not only the i, but in 


particular the fecohid death, or fiery lake, and conſe- 
quently fin as the ſtmg of death (1 Cor. xv: 54, 555 
56.) will be entirely abo/i he, deſtroyed, and ſwal- 
lowed up in victory; ſuch a ſubjection as will be 


that of Chriſt's humanity, with his ſaints under God; 
ea, ſuch a ſnbjeRion, aecording to whieh, God, who 


is to be ell in all in all things, may be all too in thoſe 
creatures that before had been enemies of Chriſt, and 


had been lying in the fiery lake ; becauſe the expreſ- 


fron of God's being all in all in the creatures, neceſſarily 
implies a ſtate of 'perfet happineſs, and ſhews that the 


| whole maſs of the creatures being made ſubject unto 
13 God 


. 


ii! 


Odd and Chriſt, will be thus pervaded by God's 
Spirit, and, as one might ſay in a ſort deified, (or 
made partakers of the divine nature.) God with 
them, and they with God, in a manner will be but 
one Spirit, as the holy Scripture exprefsly ſaith of ſuch 
as are joined unto the Lord; or are ſubject unto him in 
truth; 1 Cor. vi. 17. compared with St, John, xvi. 
21, 22, 23. 1 John, iv. 16. But this is impoſſible 
to be ſo long as the creatures remain in fin and death; 
for then they are forſaken of Gop, and ſeparated 
from him, which will be the higheſt degree of pu- 
niſbment in hell. Now if it is true that all creatures, 
and conſequently alſo the enemies of Chriſt that are 
caſt into the fiery lake, will be brought int that ſtate 
of ſubjection juſt now deſcribed, wherein God will 
be all in all; then it muſt alſo be true that fin and 
all pain following it, which is found in the creatures, 
and of courſe the fiery lake too, muſt at laſt be alto- 
gether annihilated, becauſe, without ſuch an annihi- 
lition God cannot be all in all. If any one would 
object here, that the preſent forced ſubjefion of the 
devils under Chriſt and his people, mentioned in St. 
Luke, x. 17, 20. is likewiſe expreſſed by the word 
upotaſſeta, or to be ſubordinate ; and that from hence 
- Sppears, that, according to the Holy Spirit's judg- 
ment, this is the right ſubjection of evil ſpirits and 
damned men, and that conſequently there is no oc- 
caſion to interpret the places mentioned Heb. ii. 8. 
1 Cor. xv. 24—28. of a different fort. of ſubjection 
| | of 
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of the damned: To this I anſwer, That we -muſt; 


make a diſtinction between the commenced and the ac; 
. compliſhed or perfect ſubjection of the apoſtatized 
creatures. It is indeed in ſome meaſure. already che 
right ſubjection or ſubordination of evil ſpirits and 
men, when they are in ſuch a manner overcome by 
the power of the Spirit of Chriſt and his believers, 
that they are obliged to begin outwardly to bow un- 
der them, and to ſhew them a forced obedience.” 
But it is falſe that this ſhould be that perfect ſubjec- 
tion which God requires of his creatures, (among 
which even the fallen angels are indiſputably to be 
reckoned) ſince it is only a commenced ſubjection, and 
will make way for that finally perfect and accompliſhed: 
ſubordination, which according to our Saviour's own 
words, is this, when the creatures worſhip (God: in 
Spirit and in truth, and ſo are not ſubje& unto him in a 


forced and affected manner, but willingly andgladly : | - 2 . 


For ſuch and no other worſhippers and ſulyects God 
ſeeketh. St. John, iv. 23, 24. compared with St. 
Matt. iv. 10. It is evident chat St. Luke x. 17, 20. 
ſpeaks only of a commenced ſubjection, which makes 
that which is evil begin to bow a little under that 
which is good, though at the ſame time the evil in 
itſelf continues to be evil; whereas, Heb, ii. 8. and 
particularly 1 Cor. xv. 24—28. ſpeaks not only of a 
merely begun, but conſummate ſubjection or ſubc r li- 
nation of all creatures, and therefore alſo of the fallen 
angels and damned men, as I haye ſhewn above from 

13 __ 
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ſoar n. 9, 10, pr.” i God allo hath highly « ex- 

alted him, (Chriſt) and given him a name which 

* 1s above every name; That at (or in) che name of 

« Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, 
< and things in earth, and (N. B.) things under the 
earth: And that every tongue ſhould confeſs that 

<« Jeſus Chrift is Lon, to the glory of Gop the 

r | Ok 

Kev. v. 13. * And every creature whack is in 

6g ee heaven, and on 5 0 earth, and (N. B.) under the 

ei earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all chat are 

& in chem, heard I, faying, Bleſſing, and Honour, 

. c Glory, and Power, be unto him that ſitteth 

* upon he * and unto the Lamb. for ever 
and ever.” 

Pfalm cxlv. 10. All hy works ſhall praiſe thee, 
* © IEHOVAR, and thy faints ſhall bleſs thee.” _ 

Pſfalm cl. 6. Let every ching that hath breath 
64 praiſe Jan * (or properly, Every thing that hath 
2 breath ſhall praiſe IAR. “) Hallelujah. 

Theſe ſentences again afford us a fine explanation 
of the before deſcribed general ſubjection of all crea- 
tures, according to which every creature, or work of 
God, and conſequently alſo Lucifer with his angels, 

mall acknowledge Chriſt for their Lord, and bleſs 

| God, and praiſe him, which cannot be as long as the 
creatures are in a ſtate of condemnation, wicked, and 
enemies of God. 1 John iii. 8, 
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py John, iii. 8. For this purpoſe the Son of 
% God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the 


« works of the devil.” ' 
 Whatſoever, therefore, is a work of the devil; and 
belongs to the ſerpent's head, or to that government 
eſtabliſhed by him through ſelf-will, in oppoſition to 
the kingdom of God, muſt be deſtroyed by the Son 
of God: for that is his office. Now fin in all crea- 
tures, as well in Lucifer himſelf and his angels, as in 
man ſeduced by him, is not a work of God, but of 
the devil, (and belongs to the helliſh ferpent's head) 
which Lucifer by the turning away of his will from 
God, and thus becoming aà devil, has firft brought 
into himſelf, and the reſt of the rebellious angels, and 
afterwards alſo into man: Therefore muſt Chriſt at - 
laſt annihilate and utterly deftroy fin,” together with 
death, and all unhappineſs as its reward, in all crea- 

tures, as well apoſtate angels as fallen men. For. if 
he was not to do this in 2% fallen creatures, he would 
not deſtroy all the works of the devil, but leaye many 
ſatanical works undeſtroyed, and conſequently he 
would not compleatly execute his office; hut be it far 
from us to think thus of him. For Chriſt muſt, as 
was ſaid before, bruiſe the ſerpent's head, Gen. iii. 1 1 
and in an unlimited manner aboliſb or undo fin, for 
which purpoſe he made a ſacrifice of himſelf, accord- 
ing to Heb. ix. 26. After which bruiſing of the 
ferpent's head, and aboliſhing of fin, no other but 
14 : ang | 
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altogether holy angels and righteous men wa remain, 
in whom God may be all in all. > 


Rev. xxi. 3. And he that fat upon the throne, 


66 ſaid, Behold, I make all things new. And he 


5 ſaid unto me, Write ; for theſe words are true and 

cc faithful. 7 as ; 
This promiſe is adapted to what we read, Gen. 

1. 31. and ſhews again that we have no right to ex- 


clude one individual creature of all thoſe that are 


fallen into fin and lie under the curſe, from the reno- 
vation and final reſtoration, becauſe the promiſe ab- 


ſolutely declares that a/l things ſhall be made new. 


St. Mark, xvi. 15. And he (Jeſus) ſaid unto 


them, (his Diſciples) Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the goſpel to every creature.“ 


That is, Go ye forth into all the world, and pro- 


claim, wherever ye go, the glad tidings that ſuch a 
Saviour is come, who both can, and really will, in 


that order of repentance and faith appointed by God 
for that purpoſe, take away all fin, and all wretched; 
neſs hanging together with it, from all creatures la- 
bouring under the ſame. And that the Apoſtles 
preached no other Goſpel but this, which cancerneth 
all creatures, St, Paul 'declares in plain terms, Col. 


1. 23. If ye continue in the faith, grounded and 


«« ſettled, and be not moved away from the hope of 
“ the Goſpel, which ye have heard, and which was 
“ preached (or, is preaching) to every creature 


P 
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Ein 

No by what has been ſaid, let all pious chriſtlans, 
nay, all reaſonable men in the world, judge who they 
afe that in the plaineſt and ſimpleſt manner, without 
falſe gloſſes of blind and carnal reaſoning, underſtand 
the above cited clear teſtimonies ; whether thoſe who 
hope from them for a General Reſtoration of all 
things; or thoſe who ig a raſh manner exclude from 
the pitying love of God, the univerſal reconciliation 
of Chriſt, and the final renovation, (which in the 
ſaid texts are extended in an unlimited manner, over 
God's whole creation, ) many thouſands of millions 
of rational creatures, 
Of all the places brought from the holy Scriptures 
againſt the reſtoration of fallen angels, that which 
we find in Heb. ii. 16. is reckoned none of the leaſt 
conſiderable, which in the common Engliſh tranfla- 
tion runs thus, For verily he (Chriſt) took not on 
«<< him the nature of angels; but he took on him the 
£© ſeed of Abraham,” From which words the infe- 
rence is drawn, that fince Chriſt has not taken on him 
the nature of angels, he conſequently cannot have 
redeemed and reconciled thoſe of them that did not 
keep their principalities. but rebelled againſt their 
Maker, incurring thereby his indignation ; and that 
therefore, they being not redeemed nor reconciled by 
Chriſt, can neyer be reſtored by him. But let me 
have never ſo much regard for the tranſlators of the 
Bible, yet I muſt own that the rendering of theſe 
words in the aforeſaid manner, does not at all ex- 
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preſs the meaning of the original; which Bitter 
agrees with the following marginal reading of moſt 


large Bibles. © For verily, he (Chriſt) taketh not 


* hold of angels, but of the ſeed of Abrabam he 
4e taketh hold, 

Now, Chriſt's » not Taking: hold of angels, does no 
more ſignify hjs not taking the nature of angels on him, 
than his taking hold of the feed of Abrabam ſignifies 
Bis taking human nature upon him. But when it is ſaid 
of Chriſt in this place, that he rakerh hold of the ſeed of 
Abraham, it naturally means, that he chuſeth, appro- 
priateth unto himſelf, and regardetli as his own and his 
peculiar people, the ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham, (Gal, 
iii. 29.) that is, all believers from among the Jews 
and Gentiles, and that he taketh hold of them as 
ſomething extraordinary and very precious ; that he 


does not only hold them faſt himſelf, but has alſa 
recommended them to the particular care of his hea 


venly Father, out of whoſe hands none is able to 
ptack them, St. John, x. 29. Yea, that he taketh 
hold of them by receiving them into his moſt intimate 
commuryon and fellowſhip, even his fpirituat con- 
fanguinity, and 7a#ing them for his brethren, according 
to the foregoing eleventh, and twelfth verſes, and 
following ſeventeenth verſe; in making them joint 
heirs with him, partakers of his glory, kings and 
prieſts in the world or age to come, which God 
hath not put in ſubjection unto angels, as we read 
ver. 55 but unto his Son, and his firſt born brethren, 

Nh 


tag 


| who are alſo called God's elect, 4 the bride of Chriff. 
In ſhort, Chri/?'s. raking hold of the ſeed of Abraham, 
proves the prerogative of the faithful above all crea- 
tures both in heaven and in earth. 1 
And what is further the purport of the a He 
taletb not hold of Anpels ? This we may eaſily conceive 
from what has been faid. It is not, as I have already 
obſerved, that Chriſt did not take upon him an angelical 
nature; but it means briefly, that Chrift has not cho- 
ſen the angels for ſuch high degrees of glory as thoſe 
who among men believe in him; that they are not of 
_ Cheiſt's brethren, nor are to have a ſhare in the go- 
vernment and prieſthood of the world to come, W 
only miniſters for the heirs of ſalxation. 
© Another very ſtrong argument, that this is e m 
natural and unconſtrained ſenſe of the above cited 
text of Seripture, is, beeauſe we do not find ſo much 
as ofie Place in the whole Bible, where by the ſerd of 
Abraham is underſtood the human watiire, or - whole 
race i of men in general: And why ſhould angels wy 


£ | intend be nature of the Angels conſidered in itſelf? 


Wliat has been ſaid, I think, is ſufficient wt 
evidently, that it is not poſſible that from the text in 
queſtion, there can be the leaſt objection raiſed againſt 
the fallen angels being at laſt reſtored by Chriſt: 
And I am of opinion, that on tlie contrary, there is 
rather hid in it a proof for their final reſtoration. 
For to that exceeding great and more than angelieal 
glory of Chriſt's elect in the next world, or age, be- 
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longs indiſputably too, that hey fhall judge angels, 
1 Cor. vi. 3. Which words divines commonly under- 
ſtand of the judgments and puniſhments unto which 
the elect will help to condemn the evil ſpirits, and 
which is the true ſenſe of that place, but whether it 
be the entire ſenſe of it, is another queſtion. No 
the aim of all puniſhments in the world or age to 


come, unto which Chriſt and his bride will ſentence 


all creatures that have rebelled againſt him, is this, 
that they may humble themſelves before him, and 
thus be put in a condition, that at laſt through the 


power of his blood, ſhed for the whole world, and 


conſequently for all creatures in which ſin is found, 
they may be cleanſed therefrom, and the diabolical 


image deſtroyed, and ſo may be made ſubje&t unto 


God in truth. Yea, as ſure as God is GOD, that is, 
eſſentially and invariably Love towards all his crea- 


tures, and is to be ſuch to all endleſs eternity, {a 


ſure it is, that all his judgments can have no other 


aim but that Which was juſt now mentioned; let 


N ſay what they will againſt it. 

And when this ſcope of the divine judgment upon 
the fallen angels (after the example of the proud, but 
afterwards humbled king of Babylon, Dan. iv. 31, 
32, 33, 34. compared with Iſai. xiv. 12.) ſhall be 
obtained, as certainly one day or other it muſt, ac- 
cording to the plain teftimony of the word of God, 
which ſays (Phil. ii. 10, 11.) that even all things under 
the earth, (viz. ned angels and men, as all di- 

vines 


cn } 


vines underſtand it) /hall bow their knees before Feſus 
Chriſt, and confeſs that he is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father : when, I fay, this ſhall be;accompliſhed, - 
then the fallen angels will be no longer proud devils, 
but humbled ſpirits, and truly in fuch a condition, 
that God by the Son of his eternal love (by whom 
both the ble and inviſible things were created, Col. 
i. 16.) can fave them from perdition. For God's 
maxim, which neceſſarily flows from his being, is 
once for all, that Gop re/fterh the proud creatures 
only, and giveth grace to the humble, 1 Pet. v. 5. and 
indeed without reſpect of perſons, Rom. ii. 11. Col, 
Iii. 25. be they now called men or angels. ; 
He loves one creature as well as another ; although 
he makes of the one a more glorious veſſel than of 


. the other. In this he cannot be hindered neither by 


the multitude nor heinouſneſs of the fins before com- 
mitted by the creatures. For, where fin aboundeth, 
grace and {ove ſhall much more abound, viz. then when 
the creature acknowledgeth its ſin, and by the power- 
ful grace of God leaves off ſinning. In fine, that 
will be done, which is ſpoken in Rev. xxi. 5. God 
will make all things, that are old and ſpoiled, new 
again. Theſe words are true and faithful.“ Amen. 
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EHAPTER XINH. 


ft 


daquiry; Whether ibis facred Truth may make men calts 


leſs * Of the excellent uſefulneſs it: 
to be Ts of the contrary Doctrine. 


And what is 


The 8e comprehenſion of this holy truth of the 
Reſtoration of all Things, cannot make one ſingle 
man careleſs, or give him the leaft occaſion or licence 
to ſin. For, how can ſuch a doctrine make one care- 
leſs, which teacheth that the wrath of God abideth on 


 & man as long as he continueth in ſin; and that in 


proportion to the growth and increaſe: of fin in man, 
fo for his torment, the anger of God increaſes more 
and more inceſſantly; inſomuch that this torments 
ing fire cannot be quenched before its combuſtible; 
namely fin, is deſtroyed? which point is the very 
heart and marrow of this doctrine. If one was to 


teach, that God would not puniſh men for theit ſins 


in the next world, ſuch docttine would tend to make 
them careleſs. But that cannot be ſaid of us, who 


believe and maintain the bleſſed doctrine of the Re- 


ſtoration of all Things in a ſcriptural manner, and 
teach with our beloved Lord Jeſus, the univerſal Sa- 
viour and Reconciler of the world, that a man muſt 


give an account for every idle word in the Day of 


Judgment, unleſs he repo of it in this life; and 
conſequently, 
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conſequently, much more for all other and greater 
ſins; and ſhall not only ſuffer a certain and moſt 
painful puniſhment for them all in the next world, 
but alſo, by the neglecting of this preſent time of 
grace, he will deprive himſelf of the enjoyment of an 
unſpeakable glory; viz. of the heavenly birth-right, 
or the joint-government with Chriſt in the world to 
come, and the celeſtial prieſthood, for ever and ever, 

ſo that he will never be able to obtain it again, if 
even he was to ſeek carefully with the bittereſt tears | 
of repentance to recover it. Heb. x. 16, 17, com 


pared with Gen. xxvii. 34, 35, 36, 37, 38. Prov. j. 


24—31, St. Luke xiv. 24. Yea, if all the holy an- 
gels and ele& of God were to make interceſſion for. 
him in this reſpet, it would be to no o purpoſe. 1 
1 v. 16. 

But by believing and teaching that all corrupt. 
* ſhall be made good again, and all that is 
called Sin, Death, Devil, and Hell, ſhall be annihi- 
lated, or entirely deſtroyed, we no more make men; 
careleſs, than Chriſt and his Apoſtles made thent, 
careleſs, who taught and commanded to teach the; 
ſame. St. Mark xvi. 15. compared with Col. i. 23. 
Gal. i. 8, 9. as has been ſhewn-ſufficiently in the W 
ceding chapter from many plain W of God's 
word. 

3. If che terrible judgments of the next world, 
wherewith God threatens all obdurate finners, were, | 
only to laſt as long as this life-time, it would. be a 

motive 
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motive mote than ſufficient to keep all diſcreet and 
prudent people from all carnal ſecurity. For what 
diſcreet perſon, who has but a little honeſty left, 
would chuſe to commit for twenty, thirty, forty, or 
fifty years all imaginable wickedneſs, if he certainly. 
knew that he was at laſt to die an ignominious death 
for it, that he was to be hanged, broke on the wheel, 

or burnt alive? Now, can the fear of ſach a ſhort 
puniſhment, the laſting whereof is altogether diſpro- 
portionate to the laſting of the fin, in a diſcreet per- 


| fon oyercome or entirely check the inclination to fin ? 


How much more then ought it to reſtrain a man from 


ſin, when we teach according to truth, that if he does 


riot repent from his heart of all his tranſgreſſions in 
this titne of grice, and earneſtly follow Chriſt in ſelf 
denial, and regeneration, he will in the world to come, 
not only be excluded to all endleſs eternity from all 
the inexpreſſible glories annexed to the ſpiritual Birth- 
right, but that moreover he will be obhged to remain 


during a terrible long periodical eternity, or perhaps 


during all thoſe ages of the next world, that is, many 
thouſands of years in the moſt horrid and intolerable 
pain; though at laſt being humbled in a dreadful 
manner, he may and will, through the endleſs mercy 
of God obtain ſome portion of grace after all- 

But whoſe hearts can endure, or whoſe hands can 
be ſtrong, in the time that God ſhall deal thus with 
them tor their ſins ? Who can bear the thought of 

enduring 
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enduring fuch a long and areadful puniſhment, for 
a ſhort life of fin? _ 
4.᷑. The ſinners of the old world that ried by 
the deluge, afford us an undeniable inſtance of the 
amazing length of future miſery ; they were ſhut up 
in the woeful priſon of the firf death; almoſt two 
_thouſand and four hundred years, in darkneſs, mi- 
ſery, and deſpair, before the goſpel of the grace of 
God was preached to them by Chriſt, 1 Pet. iii. 19. 
chap. iv. 6. Ah! do but think what they muff 
have ſuffered during all that terrible long period 
I dare fay that it made them loſe all their appetite for 
fin. Now, fince the pains of the fir death are fo 
terrible and laſting, how dreadful beyond concep- 
tion, and of what long continuance muſt the intole- 
rable pains of the /econd death be! that lake of fire 
and brimſtone O how it will torment ſuch who 
turn the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs, and make 
the clear light of the Goſpel (which did not ſhine 
ſo bright to ſinners of old as it does to us) ſubſervient 
to their carnal careleſſneſs, and to fortify themſelves 
thereby in their works of darkneſs, and in all manneg 
of iniquity ! See Heb. x. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Jude, ver. 4. 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2, 3. Rev. xxi. 8. 

5. But whoſoever is of opinion, that, in order to 
preſerve. people from all careleſſneſs, it is neceſſary to 
threaten them with ſuch painful puniſhments as are 
abſolutely endleſs, and to laſt as long as God exiſts, 

| ſuch a one thinks wrong: For that would not be the 
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1 truth, and the untruth is not a proper mean for the 5 
converſion and ſalvation of men. God er us 
only through his truth,” St.] ohn, xvii. 17. 

If abſolutely endleſs puniſhments had been true, 

Chriſt would certainly have held them forth plainly 
to impenitent finners: but we do not find that he has 
done ſo. With eternal or gionion puniſhments indeed 
he has threatened them; but what is to be under- 
Food by that word has. been mentioned before, and 
1s beſt explained by himſelf, ſaying, Verily, I ſay ; 
„ unto thee, thou ſhale by no means come out 

4 thence, (namely, out of the priſon) till chou haſt 
paid the uttermoſt farthing,” St. Matt. v. 26. St. 

Luke Xii. 58. 59. And that ſervant who knew his 

-«< Lord's will, and prepared not himſelf, nor did ac- 
, cording to his will, ſhall be beaten with many ; 
e {tripes. | But he that knew not, and did commit 
things worthy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few 

« ſtripes, &c.“ ver. 47, 48. Now, this cannot mean 

as long as God ſhall exiſt, but ſhews inconteſtibly, a 

= certain term or end of the confinement in the infer- 
| 4 nal priſon; which end will be upon the compleat 
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. ſuffering of all well deſerved puniſhments for every 
1 ſin, of which men do not repent in this time of grace, 
"oy exen idle words and bad thoughts not excepted. St. 
4 Matt. xii. 36. chap. xv. 19. 1 Cor. iv. 5. Heb. iv. 14. 


6. Therefore it remains true that this holy doctrine g 
of the final Reftoration of all Things, is rather the moſt 
effectual remedy againſt all careleſſneſs; and whoſo- 

ever 


(. 127 ) 


ever Weks rightly into this truth, will be Oe power- | 


fully incited thereby to repentance and ſanctification. 
For, in the gu place, it demonſtrates the abſolute 
neceſſity of ſanctification with the greateſt emphaſis. 
Serondly, It ſhews' the unutterably great pre- emi- 
nence in glory, which thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to 


be ſanctified and cleanſed from all fin in their life-time 
here, will enjoy in the next ſtate above all the reſt, 


who in this time have neglected their ſanctification. 


Thirdly, It opens moſt perfectly the ſole ſource and 
ſpring of all power to attain unto true ſanctification, 


by repreſenting according to its breadth, length, 


depth, and height, the boundleſs love of God in 


Chriſt Jeſus; ; and ſhewing the everlaſting, univerſal, 


and eternally efficacious merits of our Saviour; and 


his immenſe fulneſs, from which we derive all power 


for the mortifying of our ſins, and becoming truly 


: godly. And conſequently, this enlivening know- 
ledge of the infinite love of Chriſt tends to fill us 


with all the fulnaſs of God. Epheſ. 1 iti. 18, 19. 

_ * Fourthly, It baniſhes from the heart all ſervile or 
painful fear, which very much hinders a man's Pro- 
greſs in Chriſtianity, (Rom. viii. 15. 2 Tim. i. 7. 
1 John, iv. 18.) and inſtead of it brings à filial 
fear and love into the ſoul. For who would 


not love and adore ſuch a God, whoſe love to- 


towards all his creatures is ſo immenſely great, that 
he cannot reſt, as one may ſay, till he has recovered 


all that was loſt, and drawn it into the communion 
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| of his beatitude ? And who would not at the ſame 


+ 


time in a child-hke manner fear that God, who, in- 


deed, on the one hand, is gracious to ſuch as love 
him, but alſo, on the other hand, puniſhes without 


. reſpect of perſons, all ſuch as fin, and continues his 
-judgments ſo long, as till the proud and obſtinate 
creature humbles itſelf before him, approving of the 
puniſhment of its tranſgreſſions, and ſuffering the 


moſt holy juſtice of God, as a ſharp two-edged 


ſword, to cut off from it the very being and root of 
fin, in a ſevere but neceſſary proceſs? Now, I cannot 
conceive, how, on the contrary, that doctrine can 


bring forth ſuch good fruits, according to which we 
repreſent to ourſelves God (who is univerſal and eter- 
nal Love) as merely enleſs fury towards moſt of his 


creatures, that is, as no God at all. 


Fifthly, It ſhews us the exceeding great and al- 


| mighty. power of ourSaviour Jeſus Chriſt, and thereby 


. exceedingly encourages us in our combat againſt fin, 


For, if Chriſt be really ſuch a Saviour, who both can 
and will actually at laſt eradicate ſin and death out of 


all creatures; why ſhould not this Almighty Saviour 


be alſo able to ſanctify us through and through, and 
to deliver s now from all unrighteouſneſs ? 

7. In the mean while we may allow, that as every 
thing which is good, even ſo this holy truth may be 
abuſed and miſapplied by the wicked to their own 
ruin and deſtruction, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. Jude, ver. 4. 
Rom. ii. 4, 5, 6. chap. iii. 5, 6, 7, 8. Tit. L 1 6, 16. 

But 


a Ih ) 


But this cannot prejudice the truth itſelf, nor make 
that to be falſe which is true. Nay, it will rather 
ſerve to make the wicked ſtand the more, inexcuſable 
in the day of judgment, and vindicate the divine 
juſtice in condemning them for not repenting, though 
the whole counſel of God was revealed to them. Do 
not moſt of thoſe that are called proteftant Chriftians, 
to this day make a wrong uſe of the ſacred goſpel-doc- 
trines, and of the faith ſet forth thereby? But what 
proteſtant minifter will allow that the doctrine of the 
proteſtants is hurtful, becauſe it is miſapplied? _ 
8. This holy truth of the Reſtoration of all things 
delivers all who receive it in the love of it, from all 
their hard thoughts of God, and from all their anxious 
ſcruples about the univerſal love, mercy, holineſs, juſ- 
tice, wiſdom, omnipotence, and truth of God, becauſe it 
repreſents all the divine attributes in the fineſt har- 
mony. For, according to this doctrine, how can any 
perſon have the leaſt doubt of God's earneſt love and 
mercy towards all men, yea; towards all his creatures 
in general, that want to be pitied by him, when he 
hears, that God is not only willing to deliver all from 
their miſery, but that at laſt he alſo 01, deliver 
every one without exception, and grant them all 
really to enjoy his tender mercies? Do you not think 
that there is a ſufficient inference to be drawn from 
this doctrine what a holy Being that God muſt be who 
can have no communication with any thing- that 1s 
unholy, and cannot ſuffer the corrupt creatures to 
K 3 come 
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come before his face, till they are moſt perfectly 
cleanſed from all their fins, ſo that neither ſpot nor 
wrinkle thereof can be any more diſcerned upon 
them? Ah! how ought men to uſe all earneſt en- 
| deavours to be ſanctified betimes, in order to be ſoon 
received into the communion of this holy God, and 
not to be ſo long baniſhed from him! And whoſo- 
ever farther conſiders, with what unſpeakably great 
glory this God rewards all ſuch as make good uſe: of 
this preſent time of grace, and how ſeverely he pu+ 
niſhes all impenitent ſinners and hypocrites for all 
their fins, not the leaſt excepted,'both-by:the . and 
ſecond” death, and indeed in ſuch a manner, that in 
proportion to, and according to the nature of the ſin, 
both the ſeverity and duration of the puniſhment are 
exactly ordered, (as Chriſt teaches us in St. Luke xii. 
47, 48. St. Matt. xi. 22, 24. St. Luke x. 12, 14.) 
and at laſt will ſerve to humble the wicked creatures 
to the utmoſt before their Creator, and to diſpoſe 
them to ſuffer ſin to be entirely ſeparated from them: 
Whoſoever, I ſay, conſiders this, will own. with me, 
that this God is a moſt just Being, who loves righte- 
ouſneſs. And muſt he not be iufnitely wiſe who 
knows how to bring all his divine counſels to pals 
without ſuffering any part of his plan to fail? And 
muſt not this God alſo be Almighty, who can in ſuch 
a manner caſt down to the ground all creatures that 
oppoſe him, let them be never ſo ſtrong and nume- 
rous, ſo that at laft they muſt give up the victory, : 

with 


n 


with all their hearts become ſubject to him? And 
laſtly; if you will alſo be certain how rue the holy 
Scriptures are, which contain the uttered and written 
words of God; and how all thuigs therein foretold 
ſhall be entirely accompliſhed, do but conſider the 
holy doctrine of the Refforation of all things, and you 
will ſee how it is nothing elſe but a moſt exact and 
perfect fulfilling of the Scriptures, and of every thing 
that God has: manifefted therein; concerning his 2585. 
mercy; holineſs, juſtice, wiſdom; power, co. 

. By means of this holy doctrine likewiſe many 
points in controverſy among the different ſects in 
Chriſtendom may be determined and decided, and 
conſequently a good foundation laid for the uniting 
the Chriſtian world, which at preſent is divided into fo 


many parties. For inſtance, this holy truth moſt plainly 


ſhews what God's puniſhing juſtice is, namely, not a 
tyrannical revengefulneſs, having for its aim nothing 

elſe but the pain and miſery of the creatures; but 
ſuch an holy attribute of the ſupreme Ged, which is 
grounded in his eternal love, and by virtue whereof he 
muſt indeed at laſt let the diſobedient creatures, that 
will not be ruled by his Spirit, forcibly feel what they 
chuſe, or puniſh them both in this and the next 
world according to equity, as long as they continue 
in their wickedneſs: however ſo, that not the pain 
itſelf, which the creatures feel through their own 
fault, much leſs an endleſs duration of ſuch pain, but 
an eternal deſtruction of fin, and the entire ſeparation 
K 4 of 
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of it from the creatures, is the ultimate end of their 
- puniſhment, which ww at 1 er be ne ob- 


tained. 
O how venerable does this - age iden af; God's 


puniſhing juſtice make it to an enlightened ſoul! 
How gladiy does the ſoul bow under it in this time 
of grace, ſuffering this holy juſtice to mortify all 
"that is evil, and to ſever it from the ſoul, though the 
operation be painful, ſo that it may not experience 


the ſeverity of this holy juſtice in the next world, 


when the fire of the divine wack will be all in a 


blaze. 
This holy „* W l che right 5 


dation of divine election and eternal reprobation, and 
demonſtrates both to Lutherans and Calvinifts, as well 
wherein each party is right, as what they want of the 


full underſtanding of this important point. The 
doctr ine of the Lutherans is orthodox, which teaches 


that God with great earneſt will have all men ſaved, 


and that he alſo really ſaves thoſe who during this 
time of grace come to believe in Chriſt, and perſe- 
yere in faith, and that from eternity he has pre- 
deſtinated them for eternal life. But it is without 
foundation, that therefore they want to exclude to all 
endleſs, eternity, from all participation of the divine 
mercy the reſt in general that do not belong to this 
elect: and this is owing ta their not diſcerning the 
great difference between the prerogative of the heavenly 
birth-right, to which 1 is annexed an exceeding great 


glory 
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glory, and the common portion in the Bee fubjeftion 
in the kingdom of God. So alſo what the Catvinifts - 
teach, that thoſe ſhall be actually ſaved, whom God 

will have to be ſaved, is indeed a ſcriptural truth: 
But the additional concluſion is good for nothing, 
That fince but a few men are ſaved, conſequently 
God will have but the leaſt number ſaved. Or, al- 
though he does in ſome ſort deſire the ſalvation of all 
men (as ſome among them own) yet, ſay they, he 
will not really give faith to all men, which in reality 
is the ſame with the former. But the holy doctrine 
of the Reſloration F all things, ſhews them, that at 
laſt all men will actually be made ſubje& unto God, 
and conſequently, every one in his degree, be made 
happy. Therefore they muſt indeed in good ear- 
neſt hold faſt the before- mentioned truth, but amend 
the reſt of their doctrine in the following manner, and 
make this concluſion, Thoſe whom God will have to 
be ſaved, will actually be ſaved. Now God plainly 
declares in his word, that he /, have all men to be 
ſaved; therefore all men will be really ſaved at laſt; 
though indeed in ſuch a manner, that only the ele, 
or firſt born, will enjoy the prerogative of the birth. 
right,or the joint government with Chriſt in the world 


to come; and the reſt of men be forced to undergo 
the judgment of the fir? death, and perhaps of the ſecond 
death alſo, and at laſt, when they are purged from 
their ſins, be obliged to take up e but a common 
portion of happineſs. | 
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.* This ſacred doctrine is further capable to decide 
the diſpute between us and the Roman catholirs about 
vpngatory: For it ſhews the truth of the purification of 


ſouls after their departure out of this world, without 
the leaſt prejudice to the doctrine of Chrift's merits, 
or any other important article of faith. The truth 


of the purification of ſouls in the next world, as far 


as it is grounded in the holy Scripture, we miſt ne- 


ceſſarily grant to the Reman catholics, if we would 


convince them of the reſt of their errors reſpecting 
purgatdry ; for this we ſhall never be able ts do 4s 
long as we deny what the Scriptures affirm condefn- 
is 

10, The contrary dbarine, hh is diametrically 
oppoſite to the blefled Reſtoration of all things, 
teaches, That but the ſmalleſt number, and perhaps not a 
theufandih parf of the fallen creatures, will be really 


brought again to God, by the univerſal redeniption of 
Ghiift ; and that the greateſt part by far, muſt remain in 


everlaſting miſery ſo long as God exiſts; But far be it 
from me to impute this doctrine to all proteſtants in 
general; for I am perſuaded; that, on the contrary, 
there are many among them, who either entirely ap- 
prove of the bleſſed doctrine of the Reſtoration ; or if 
for the preſent, they have not a perfect khowledge of it, 


yet underſtand ſome truths leading to it, and do not 


diſpeople the glorious kingdom of Chrift in ſuch a 
manner as is done by the doctrine juſt now men- 
Uoned. Bur, _— the number of thoſe being 

but 


- 
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but too great, who with all the faculties of their fouls 
ſtick cloſe to the ſaid doctrine, and in an unjuſtiſiable 
manner cry down the holy doctrine of the bliffed* 
Reſtoration as a dangerons hereſy, condemned long 
ago, though it manifeſtly exalts the majeſty of God 
in every reſpect, and aims at the entire deſtruction of 
the empire of fin; I cannot help, before I come 
to a concluſion, admoniſhing and deſiring them in 2 
few words, to take care that their own doctrine be 
not ſuch as they undeſervedly deſcribe ours to be, 
and not to be too raſh in judging and condetnning 
other ſervants of Chriſt with their doctrine, which 
they neither underſtand nor will underſtand, and 
which 1s fo far from teaching any thing that is bad, 
that it ſpeaks of nothing but what is good. I'aſk 
them upon their conſcience, whether their above 
mentioned doctrine, according to which God and 
Chriſt are to have but the ſmalleſt number of ſouls 
for their ſhare, the moſt being obliged to remain to 

all eternity in the empire and under the power of the 
devil, I aſt them, I ſay, whether this doctrine does 
not make ſin and darkneſs ſtronger and more power: 
ful than God, the Redemption of Chriſt, and the 
Light? I dare ſay, they will not own it, but it is fo 
in reality, as has been ſhewn in different places of 
this treatiſe. They think, indeed, that men can be 
moſt effectually rouſed from the ſlumber of their car- 
nal ſecurity, and incited to repentance, by confining 


the real extent of God's mercy only to this ſhort life. 
time, 


on 
time, and making it of none effect, and depriving 

all corrupt creatures of it after their deceaſe, to all 
endleſs eternity. But they only imagine and think 
ſo; and the effects of their good intention are but 
indifferent. For as this doctrine gives people a no- 
tion that immediately after death either a full endleſs 
damnation, or the perfect joys of heaven are to be- 
gin; it makes them think that if they do but find 
ſome good motions within themſelves, not leading 
a very vicious life, they muſt be ſufficiently con- 
verted, ſo that it would be impoſſible for God in the 
condition they are in to let them be damned for ever, 
but that immediately after their deceaſe he muſt ne- 
ceſſarily receive them into heaven Therefore they 
remain indolent in the exerciſe of their Chriſtian du- 
ties, and their higheſt degree of perfection is but a 


Phariſaical honeſty ; 3 but they know nothing of an 


earneſt diligence in ſanctification, or a cleanſing of 
themſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit. And 
all this is generally occaſioned by ſuch teachers who 
are mortal enemies of the bleſſed Reſtoration, and 
who at the ſame time condemn and perſecute true 
Chriſtianity and piety. 

Now, as the doctrine of endleſs damnation 'and 
torment, is no true motive for ſanctification, ſo it is 
likewiſe void of all comfort: for if a man's con- 
ſcience begins to waken, eſpecially at the end of his 
life, when the devil uſes all his power to bring a ſoul 
to the utmoſt deſpair, and it begins to ſee that it is 
phe x nor 
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Not only as bad as the , moſt wicked of men, but as 
the devil himſelf, nay, worſe, on account of its 
having ſo-long reſiſted God in his working out of its 

ſalvation: and that therefore it cannot be ſaved, ex- 
cept the devil himſelf was to be ſaved; (and that 
really there is in ſome meaſure a more than diabolical 
iniquity in man, has been ſhewn in another place of 
this treatiſe: for which reaſon alſo ſome men, viz. 
the Beaſt and Falſe Prophet, will be caſt into the 
fiery lake a thouſand years ſooner' than the devil 
himſelf, according to Rev. xix. 20. compared with 
chap. xx. 10.) what can the enemies of the Reſtora - 
tion ſay to ſuch a ſoul at that time? Will their doc- 
trine be able to ſave it from deſpair? I ſay, No. Is 
it not the bleſſed doctrine of the Reſtoration which 
alone is able to comfort the poor creature, by repre- 
ſenting in the moſt lively manner the everlaſtingneſs | 
of God's mercy, and praiſing moſt gloriouſly the 
infinite power of the merits of Chriſt, as far ſurpaſing | 
all the might of fin; ſhewing plainly at the ſame 
time the proper end of all God's judgments both in 
this and the next world to be no other than the de- 
ſtruction of ſin and the final and general well-being 
of all creatures, and by declaring moſt comfortably, | 
what a great advantage it will be to the ſouls to ſub- 
mit here in this time under God's holy juſtice, and 
to ſuffer themſelves here to be condemned and judged 
according to their deſerts, but then at once to ſink 
down into the abyſs of the everlaſting mercy of God, 
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and che over cflicacious merits of Chriſt? All which is 
impoſſible to be effected by the common doctrine of 


me partial merey of God, limited only wxhin the 
time of this world, which doctrine alſo repreſents the 


puniſhing juſtice of God as having alſo for its ulti- 


mate end the n _ of che wicked erea- 


ares. 
Laſtly, Let me aſk, iber the Sbctride - oppoſite 


10 that of the bleſſed Reſtoration, does not give 


occaſion- to atheiſtical minds to make that curſed 
mockery which they do of the Seriptures, even to the 
denying. of the Being of God? Since indeed, on the 
one hand this doctrine ſpeaks of a great many glori- 
ous chings in God; of his love, mercy, grace, omni- 
potence, truth, &c; but, on the other hand, mixes 
fuck dogmas therewith, which in a great meaſure 


contradict all the- former good and glorious things 
that were ſpoken in praiſe of the Godhead, and re- 


preſent: God, conſequently; under fuck a character as 
it is impoſſible that any reaſonable man ſhould con- 


ceive-as becoming, the Deity, and which may cafily 
make men fall n atheiſtn. For thy 9th 


it praiſes in God 

Fir, That be has made W e promiſes 
in his word, and that hei is to perform great matters, 
for example, That he will make all things new again 
that have been ſpoiled; that hie is 20/ing ro convert all 


men 10 bimfelf,” and io ſave them; as alfo, chat he will 
deſtroy the.awhole kingdom of the devil, &c. But at laſt 


all 
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au things mat God is to do, mean nothing 


elſe, according to this doctrine, than that God indsed 
has promiſed to do all this, but that = "op 
che leaft part of it ſhall be fulfilled. 


' Secondly, The doctrine of endleſs damnation makes 


| alſo many. fine words of God's compaſſionate heart, 


and of his univerſal love and mercy; but if one comes 
to examine the affair cloſely. it amounts to this; that 
in reality God ix nut ſo merci ful and compaſſionate as a fin- 


ful nau. For inſtance David, uho was a man as we 


are, had ſo much compaſſion for his ſon Ah ſalum, that 


| he: wiſhed to have died for him, becauſe Abſalom died 


2 Sam. xvui. 33. chap. xix. 4. but of our God, who ig 


love and mercy eſſentially, people would have us be- 
heve that with the hour of death all* his merry for a 


man bas ceaſed.to all endleſs eternity. But Jeſus Chriſt 


himſelf, the eternal Truth, and not our oon reaſon, 
has taught us to make a quite different conclafien, 
St. Matt. vii. 11. St. Luke xi. 13. which alſo follows 
from what the Gran God allo ſays of b Jene 
0, 11. 5 Tan 
Thirdly, The WE FE 40arine does like- 
wiſe ſpeak in praiſe of God, that indeed he hates no- 


thing in his creatures but only what is evil, namely, 


fin, but that he very much loves the creature itſelf or 
that which is good. Wherefore it is ſaid, that, Dia- 


bolus entitative bonus, or the devil himſelf according to 


his being, is good, and ſo far as he is the creature of 


God 
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ö God is e frors: bis: WY "Bt then Fir 
38 true, What this doctrine adds, chat God by puniſh- 

ing his Wieked creatures has not for his ultimate enk 
and aim the recovery and reſtoration, but the Endleſs: 
torment of the creature, then no natural man, WO is 
acute; can poſſibly make any; other concluſion; than 
that God does not only abhor the evil, but even that 
which is good, namely, the creature, or the Works: of 
bis hands. And is it not an eaſy matter For ſuch a 
| man, when he hears ſo many contradictory pofitions, | 

1 which are altogether given out for true and falutary: 

4 LS - words of God; to fall away ſo far as to believe nothing. 
at all for the future of the truth af Scripture? But 
eternal glory be to the moſt High, for having given 
1 us to know and ta taſte with- great certainty, from F 
3 bis word, by: the revelation of his good Spirit, his Rs 
jeſtie; moſt holy, and alone adorable Being of Lobe, 
8 of hom, through whom, and inra hẽ are at 
"IE By this knowledge, we may be moſt power! 
fully preſerved from all wickedneſs and atheiſm of 
| [ - theſe hnerabominable times. Yea, honour, glory, 
and 3 be to him for ever and ever. Amen 4 Hal. 
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